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ny 100-78661 


The informant reported on the meeting of the 
Rubin Brainin Children Clinic Committee held on 11/22/55^ 
at the Adelphi Hall in NY. 
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• Report Committee for the Rubin Dec. 3, 1955 

Brainin Children - Clinic New York 
in Israel Activities. 


J. Budish, presently the editor of the English 
page of the week-end edition of the Morning Freiheit, told 
me that the Rubin Brainin Children - Clinic (for Israel) 
Committee had a meeting on November 22nd, 1955 at the 
Adelphi Hall in New York. 

Some 60 representatives of progressive mass 
organizations came to this meeting. 

The aim of this meeting was the setting up 
of a widder committee which will direct the activities in 
the United States for the Rubin Brainin Children - Clinic 
in Israel. 


The chairman of the meeting was 


According to Budish: 


_ told the meeting that the building of 

the Rubin Brainin Clinic in Israel is important not only 
because it will serve as a "humanitarian project" but only 
because the "Israelis who will receive the services at b7c 

this Clinic will know that this Clinic was build by the 
progressives in America and is under the supervision of 
the progressives in Israel." 

_ also underlined that in the "building and 

strenghtening the progressive movement in Israel such projects 
as the building of a clinic is very important" and that "we 
must use every means to show the people of Israel that the 



a&C'fpftr- 0 '9S~ S~ F~3 ' 



•# 


progressive people in America are concerned about the 
welfare of the people in Israel; 11 that "in this way we 
will win to our side many people in Israel and those 
help to strenghten the progressive movement in Israel." 

Simon Federman, president of the American 
Federation of Polish Jews, spoke about the present situation 
in Israel in connection with the Israeli-Arab dispute and 
the sale of arms to Egypt by C hechoslovakia . "Federman 
approved the selling of arms "to Egypt 'which gives the 
Soviet Union a foothold in the near East. He stated that 
the fact is that the Soviet Union's main objective there 
is not to incite the Arab nations against Israel but to- 
prevent an Arab-Israel War. Federman stated that the 'Forwards 
Minded' (the Forwards is a Jewish Socialist newspaper 
published in N.Y. and is strongly anti-Communist) Israeli 
Government lined itself up with the enemies of Israel against 
the Soviet Union and those exposed that part of the world 
to the danger of a war. The Soviet Union had to and 
did find a way to step in there and to hold that front for 
the preservation of peace." 

Budish said that th ere was a "lively discussion" 
on the speeches of Federman and I 1 and th at the ' 

speacker s agreed with the points raised by th e| | and 

Federman”. 

The meeting decided to enlarge the present 
Rubin Brainin Clinic Committee by asking every Jewish 
mass organization to have at least one representative 
on the Committee. 

The meeting adopted a resolution of "solidarity 
with the progressive forces of Israel." It was also decided 
to have a " continuos fund drive" for the building of the 
Children Clinic in Israel and to help in the building 
of the progressive movement in Israel "which is the only hope for 
the peacefull co-existence of Israel and the Arab Nations." 
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20 people were elected to the Rubin Brainin 
Children-Clinie Committee at this meeting which will be 
enlarged with more representatives from different mass 
organizations. 


Committee. 



was elected as secretary of the 


J. Budish 
Federman, 


Amoung the 20 members of the Committee are: 



Simon 


J. Morris 
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CP, USA; IS - C. BUFILE ONE HUNDRED DASH THREE. NY SIX NINE 
FOUR DASH S ADVISED TODAY THAT HE CONFERRED ON JANUARY NINETEENTH, 
FIFTY SIX, WITH V ILLI,*M 7, FOSTER, OSTENSIBLY FOR PURPOSE OF IN¬ 
FORMING LATTER THAT INFORMANT PLANS TO GO TO CANADA SOON, AND TO 
OBTAIN FROM FOSTER ANY MESSAGE LATTER MIGHT FISH TO SEND TO 
CANADIAN CP. IT IS SUGGESTED EXTREME CAUTION BE EXERCISED IN 

the Dissemination of following info inasmuch as much of the info 

BY ITS VERY NATURE TENDS TO IDENTIFY NY SIX NINE FOUR S AS THE 
SOURCE THEREOF. FOSTER INSTRUCTED NY SIX NINE FOUR S TO INFORM 
CANADIAN CP LEADERS THAT CP, USA LEADERSHIP IS VERY CRITICAL OF 
JOSEPH STAROBINS RECENT BOOK (TITLE NOT MENTIONED) IN THAT "IT 
FALSIFIES THE PARTYS FIGHT AGAINST WAR," INDICATING THAT "THERE 
NEVER WAS A DANGER OF WAR," IN THAT, FURTHER, AS NOTED BY BOTH 
FOSTER AND EUGENE DENNIS, "IT ATTACKS THE FRENCH CP," AND IN THAT 
"IT PLAYS OFF CHINA AGAINST THE SOVIET UNION." FOSTER ALSO 
MENTIONED THAT HIS OWN LATEST BOOK (TITLE NOT MENTIONED) IS NOW 
READY FOR THE PRESS, AND WILL BE PUBLISHED "IN TIME FOR MY 




MEMO 


BIRTHDAY." ACCORDING TO FOSTER, ALTHOUGH HIS oIRTHDAY IS MARCH 
TWENTY ^IPTH, THERE If ILL BE A CELEBRATION THEREOF "IN A LARGE 
HALL" ON MARCH SECOND. FOSTER REQUESTED THAT NY SIX NINE FOUR S 
ADVISE CANADIAN CP THAT FOSTER HAS WRITTEN TWO ARTICLES "OF 
BASIC IMPORTANCE," ONE ENTITLED, "HAS WORLD CAPITALISM STABILIZED 
ITSELF?" TO APPEAR IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF "POLITICAL AFFAIRS," AND 
THE OTHER, ENTITLED "THE ADVANCE OF SOCIALISM TO WORLD LEADERSHIP," 
TO APPEAR SOON IN THE DAILY WORKER. ACCORDING TO FOSTER, THESE 
ARTICLES ARE THE MOST IMPORTANT HE EVER HAS WRITTEN, AND WERE THE 
SUBJECT OF SERIOUS DISCUSSION IN THE PARTY. THE- ARTICLES REPRESENT 
NOT ONLY FOSTERS THINKING, BUT ALSO THE PARTYS THINKING. THE 
POLITICAL AFFAIRS ARTICLE WILL REFLECT THAT WORLD SOCIALISM IS 
STRONGER TODAY THAN EVER BEFORE, AND THAT CAPITALISM IS RETROGRESS¬ 
ING, THIS, ACCORDING TO FOSTER, IS THE REASON THE PARTY POLICY 
TODAY IS AGAINST "THE ISOLATIONISM" OF THE PAST FIVE YEARS, FOSTER 
ALSO STATED THAT HIGH LEVEL CP DISCUSSIONS CONTINUE REGARDING THE 
DISTRIBUTION OF SURPLUS CP LEADERSHIP, AND THAT SUCH DISCUSSIONS 
WILL CONTINUE FOR SOME TIME. THE MATTER OF DISTRIBUTION OF SURPLUS 
LEADERSHIP IS BEING DISCUSSED NOT ONLY AS REGARDS "NATIONAL 
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DISTRIBUTION" bUT ALSO AS REGARDS "DISTRICT DISTRIBUTION." POSTER 
STATED THAT WHEN HE LAST CONFERRED WITH NY SIX NINE FOUR S HE WAS 
AWARE THAT THE CP FUGITIVES FINE, JACKSON AND | | WOULD SUR¬ 

RENDER, BUT THAT THE MATTER WAS "TOP SECRET," KNOWN ONLY TO TWO 
PEOPLE, AND THAT FOSTER COULD NOT GIVE NY SIX NINE FOUR S A HINT 
THEREOF. FOSTER STATED CP, USA LEADERSHIP IS STRONGER TODAY THAN 
EVER BEFORE IN THAT SINCE NINETEEN FIFTY ONE THE PARTY HAS HAD 

FIVE SUCCESSIVE LEADERSHIPS, ALL OF SAID LEADERS HAVING LEARNED b( 

b r 

MUCH DURING THEIR TENURE OF OFFICE. HE REFERRED TO THE FIRST 
LEADERSHIP AS "THE GUYS WHO FIRST WENT TO JAIL," THE SECOND HE 
REFERRED TO ,.S "BETTY GANNETT, ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN, AND PETTIS 
PERRY," THE THIRD AS ' \ I AND PHIL BART," 

THE FOURTH AS "MAX WEISS, CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, AND NED SPARKS" (AS 
OF TWO WEEKS AGO), AND THE CURRENT LEADERSHIP AS "THE OLD LEADING 
GUYS SUCH AS DENNIS, GATES, DAVIS (AFTER HIS PAROLE HAS TERMINATED) 
AND FRED FINE." FOSTER STATED THAT ALTHOUGH THE PARTYS AIM IS TO 
OPERATE AS "AN OPEN PARTY" THERE REMAINS A SMALL BUT GOOD FRAMEWORK 
OF THE UNDERGROUND APPARATUS COMPOSED OF PEOPLE WHO MOW WHAT TO DO 
NOW. IN THE EVENT THE McCARRAN ACT, SPECIFICALLY THE REGISTRATION 
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CLAUSE THEREOF, SHOULD BE AFFIRMED ON APPEAL, THE CP UNDER NO 
CIRCUMSTANCES WILL ALLOW THE MEMBERSHIP IN GENERAL TO REGISTER. 

A FEW TOP LEADERS "MAY" REGISTER "IF COMPELLED TO." IF HOWEVER 
THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD INSTITUTE WHOLESALE ARRESTS OF CP OFFICIALS 
AND OF RANK ,JD FILE PARTY MEMBERS WHO REFUSE TO REGISTER, THE 
UNDERGROUND WILL BE NECESSARILY REACTIVATED "AS A LAST EXTREME." 
FOSTER STATED HE DOES NOT BELIEVE "THE ADMINISTRATION" WILL FORCE 
THE PARTY "UNDER." THE' PARTY IS SO CONFIDENT OF WHAT THE ADMINIS¬ 
TRATION POLICY WITH RESPECT TO THE PARTY IS THAT NEW HEADQUARTERS- 
NATIONAL AND STATE—ARE BEING SET UP AT THE JEFFERSON SCHOOL. HE 
STATED THAT THE OLD HEADQUARTERS IS BEING RETAINED AS HEADQUARTERS 
"FOR THE COUNTY." REGARDING CP MEMBERSHIP LOSSES, FOSTER STATED 

THAT THE PARTY HAS SUFFERED SERIOUS LOSSES, BUT THAT "PEOPLE 

* 

WILL BE REGISTERING." HE ALSO MENTIONED THAT "THE BANNER PARTY" 

IS IN CALIFORNIA. IN REPLY TO NY SIX NINE FOUR S* COMMENT THAT 
"NEW YORK USED TO BE THE BIG ONE," FOSTER SAID THAT "THEY LOST A 
LOT HERE." HE SAID THAT "THE SITUATION OF THE PEOPLES WORLD ON 
THE WEST COAST IS A GOOD ONE," BUT THAT THE DAILY WORKER HERE 
IS A SERIOUS PROBLEM. WHAT FOSTER IS CONCERNED ABOUT IS THAT 
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"THE DW financial CAMPAIGN is slower thin ever." although some 
PEOPLE, ACCORDING TO FOSTER, SAY THE SITUATION IS NORMAL INSOFAR 
AS "THE DW ALWAYS IS IN A CRISIS," FOSTER.DOES NOT AGREE WITH THIS 
OPINION. REGARDING CURRENT CP LEADERSHIP, FOSTER STATED THAT 
LEADERSHIP IS BECOMING NORMAL INASMUCH AS "WE AGAIN HAVE A 
SECRETARIAT, A POLITICAL COMMITTEE, AND A NATIONAL COMMITTEE," 

HE DID NOT IDENTIFY THE MEMBERS THEREOF. WITH RESPECT TO JACK 
STACHEL, CONCERNING WHOM THE INFORMANT INQUIRED REGARDING 
STACHELS "COMING BACK TC LEADERSHIP," FOSTER SAID THAT STACHEL 
WOULD NOT RETURN TO ACTIVE LEADERSHIP "BECAUSE HE FACES THE DANGER 
OF THE GOVERNMENTS DEPORTING HIM ANY DAY NOW—AS THEY DID CLAUDIA 
JONES." DISSEMINATION OF ABOVE WILL BE MADE TO ALL PERTINENT NY 
CASE FILES. IN VIEW OF WIDESPREAD INTEREST OF THIS INFO DISSEMINA¬ 
TION TO OTHER OFFICES IS BEING LEFT TO DISCRETION OF BUREAU UACB. 
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SAM COHEN)(20-10) 
CLAUDIA JONES)(12-16) 
"DAILY WORKER 1 )(7-2) 


_] ( 20 - 10 ) 

CP, USA JEWISH ACTIVITIES)(12-14) 

WALLY or VALY (LNU); description: white; 
male;Jewish; 30yrs.,age; dark hair, greying; 
dark complex ion; round face; height 5'9")(20-10) 
| | description; white; male; 28 yrs. 

age; 5'9?"; dark h air, .cut short; r esides 

~1. Bronx. NY; ownsl 
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(OPj DSA 
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( 20 - 10 ) 

LINE)(12-14) 

I (ph.); Queens County school teacher, 
allegedly dismissed as NYC school teacher.for 


subversive activity and then reinstated.)(7-6) 
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NY 100-26603-C40 


The information contained in this report should not 
be disseminated outside of the Bureau unless it is para¬ 
phrased. 


The informant reported on a meeting of the CP 
Club of the North-W est Se cti on. Bronx'County, held on 12/6/5 5. 
at the apartment of| |and \ [ 

Bronx, NY. 
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Report 


Communist Party,, U. S.A, 
Activities. 


Dec, 9) 1955 
New York. 


A meeting of the Communist Party Club of 
the North-West Section, Bronx, N.Y. was held on December 6th, 
lQS 1 ^ at 80 Strong St., Bronx, N.Y, at the apartment of Dave 
and 


[ 


At thi s meeting we re present: 


] Sam Cohen, 


years hold, about 
car - number of plates: 


Fs? 


and 


t 


i 


_ is about 28 

gin"! - dark hair cut short. White. Drives a 


] and 


] 
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] ( 


Th ere wa s also a "guest speacker 11 by the name 


or 


Bnai Brith lodge in 


who hinted that he is a member of the 
Riverdale for the last 6 years. (The 


section in N.Y, between 230 St. to 242 St. West of Broadway) 
He is also a member of the Bronx County Committee of the 
Bnai Brith and a member of the Defamation League of his 
lodge. He is about 30 years old'. He has dark hair with a 
sprinkle of gray. Dark complection. Round face. About 
5 = 9. 
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the meeting. 


She told the meeting that on Dec. 7th, there 
is going to be a farewell party for Claudia Jones at the 
Theresa Hotel (in Harlem) and asked the members to attend 
this party. She-said that "our section (C.P.) is anxious 
to have a good representation at this party for our leader 
Claudia who is being deported by Brownell and is leaving for 
England shortly after the party." 

She also said that the party is starting the 
Daily Worker and the Sunday Worker sub drive and she asked the 
members to start lining up new subs and that she will have 
a list of renewals to go after at the next meeting of the 



club which.will take place on Dec, 20th, 1955 at 
apartment (if possible) at | ~"H » If this t 

will not be available the meeting will take place at] 
apartment. 


_|_|made a proposal and the meeting OK'd it 

that I I the club organizor, should contact ever_ club 

member ("some 15") and see to it that they attend the 
meetings of the Club and participate in the Club activities. 

I I introduced "Comrade | | who is an expert 

on part y work in the right wing mass organizations. Comrade 
spoke on this subject at meetings of party clubs in 
airrerent sections in the Bronx. He also spoke at a 
meetin g of our section Committee. We all belive that comrade 
| |'s talks are of great value to us." 1 | said that 

ne wouldn't consider himself an expert on right-wing-mass- 
organizations work, but "I know quite a bit about the work in 
the Bnai Brith and I am glad to share it with the comrades." 


He underlined in his speech that "many comrades for 
one reason or another are afraid to get engaged in the work of 
right-wing organizations. I like to state here that there 
is nothing to be afraid of. I could tell you from my 
expierence in the Bnai Brith: the work is interesting, easy, 
doesn't cost to much - it cost me about $25 a year to 
be a member of the Bnai Brith - you mix with the people of 
the organization; you make social connections; you even play 
cards with them once-in-a-while and you keep on talking to 
them on different subjects such as community affairs and 
once-in-a-while you raise a question or two on national and 
world issues. The easiest subject to talk about is world 
peace. Everyone is interested in peace." 


"Of course you got to be carefully tactful!., 
not to be detected otherwise the purpose for which you joined 
the organization will be lost." 
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He told the meeting that the Bnai Brith is the 
largest Jewish organization in the country: it has some 
375^000 members; .that the Bnai Brith is "politically 
speacking , left of the center. Of course it is a bourgua 
organization. In the smaller towns and cities the Bnai 
Brith has a good working class membership"_ 

He spoke of the Defamation League which is 
a separate organization consisting of specialists only, 
like laywers . Some other proffessionals whos buissnes is 
mostly connected with " expossing anti-Semitism and the 
many forms of national and racial discrimination. The D.L. 
is connected with the Bnai Brith and the Bnai Brith is furnishing 
most of the fund for the work of the D.L. ,r " 

He also stated that the B.B. is not a Zionist 
organization but is participating in the raising of funds for 
the U.J.A. and are participating in project for Israel from 
time to time. There is also a "slight connection" between 
the B.B. and the American Jewish Committee ("which is an 
organization of big capitalist") on the level of fund 
raising. "But this connection is only between the higher ups 
of both organizations. The membership at large is not 
involved in this and the members are not obliged to give . 
money to a fund drive of the American Jewish Committee." 

He stated that every issue the organization is 
acting upon comes from the top." But the County Committees 
and even the local lodges or chapters (the Women's organizations 
of the Bnai Brith) have a right and very often a good 
chance to create their own issues and force the top 
organization to act if there is enough pressure and many 
voices demanding such action. In this lies our main 
advantage. We don't want, as party (C.P.) members, to 
take over the organization. What we are interested in is 
to make the organization act' on issues which are important to 
us. What we have to do in such cases is to learn how to combine 
issue. The Bnai Brith will act against McCarthyism if we 
could connect it with anti-Semitism and racial discrimination, 
etc." He gave an illustration of an issue the N.Y. State 


Bnai Brith refused to act. It was th e case of the dissmisal 
of a school teacher in Queens \ |?). He was accussed b L 

by the school board of being subversive, "Actualy he was b7c 
a left-wing Democrat. I developed this issue in my lodge 
and eventualy we got the attention on this issue of the Bronx 
County Committee. (B.B.) I worked within the County Committee 
on this until it was agreed to ask the State Committee to 
act on the case of the Queens teacher. Our comrades in 
other counties similarly pressed this issue until eventualy 
the State B.B. decided to act and we won the case: the 
teacher has been re-instated. This is a clear indication 
how much our comrades could do by working in the Bnai Brith 
and I assume in other right-wing organizations." He underlined 
that "dozens of important issues could be raised from 
below, even international issues, and force the top to act 
favorable. If you use skill and tact you could accomplish 
a lot by just being a member of an organization without 
capturing the organization. I belive that I accomplished 
a lot in my right-wing organization by mixing with the 
members, by making them to like me and to respect my 
opinion. I do recommend every party to join a right wing 
organization. As Communist_we must know that our place is 
where the people are and the majority of the people are 
in the right-wing organizations and trade unions. We are of no 
use to our cause if we are isolated from the people. If we 
think of our party (C.P.) in terms of a great people_s party 
which will some day rule the country and establish socialism 
than our place is only amoung the people and where the 
people are - in the right wing organizations." 

Every on e prese nt participated in the discussion 
on the above talk of I The re was fu ll agr ement with b6 

his remarks and conclussions and I 1 and I T ern-peas ad a b7 

desire to join a Bnai Brith'lodge if there is one in this 
vicinity. 


J. Morris. 
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EXCERPT FROM SAC .LT. HOv* 56-3 DTD. l/lv/56 


(0) THE COMMUNIST PARTY LINE - SEPTEMBER 1955 - DECEMBER 1955 — \ 
The captioned monograph has "been prepared for the use of all 
Special Agents assigned' to security investigations. It should be 
added to your field office library and afforded the usual security 
precautions. 

Ten copies are being furnished under separate cover to 
the Albany, Baltimore, Boston, Buffalo, Chicago, Cincinnati, 
-Cleveland, Denver, Detroit, Los Angeles, Minneapolis, Newark, New 
Haven,"Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, San Francisco, Seattle and 
Washington Field Offices. "Twenty copies are being furnished to the 
New York Office and three copies to each of the other offices. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO: 
FROM: 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603-Cl|-0) 
SA | I (#20-101 


DATE: 2/8/56 


SUBJECT: BRONX COUNTY CP 

IS - C 

SOURCE: 

RELIABILITY: 

DATE OF ACTIVITY: 
DATE RECEIVED: 
LOCATION: 


(conceal identity) 

Who has furnished reliable 
information in the past 

1/20/56 

iM/56 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


Attached is a - copy of a report setting forth the 
details of the rally for the 32nd Anniversary of the "Daily 
Worker" held at Carnegie Hall, 57th St. and 7th Avenue on 
Friday evening, 1/20/56. 
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Date of report Jan. 21, 1956 


T. C.P. 


At a meeting of the J-’hirty-Second Anniversary 
of the • Daily Worker , held at Carnegie Hall, 57 th 
St. and 7th Ave* on Friday evening Jan. 20, 1956 
the main speakers were John Gates, editor of the 
Daily Worker and Eugene Dennis, General Secretary 
of the Communist Party of the United States. 

The chairman of this meeting was a Negro 
writer for the Daily Worker Abner Berry. 

He was introduced by | |at the 

start of the meeting a few minutes after eight b7c 
o' clock. 


I arrived at Carnegie Hall about eight 
and sat in one of the boxes on the right hand 
side of the hall facing the stage. 


In looking around at that time and during 
the cou rse of the meeti ng I saw the following 


people,_ 
wife next to him, 


b6 


1 and a woman presu mbly Ms b7c 
both on the stage. 


The following people also were seated on 

the stage, Eugene Dennis, his wi fe. Peggy. John 

Grates and his wife, Abn er Berry, _ 

I George B. Char ney,I 

] Mrs. | ~1 carl Winter. wKo 

_ ^ 1 


< -lust flu in from his home town,| 

I lof Bx. County Communist Party, the State 
Educati onall 


|_ I approached the microphone and 

announced, tnat "the house was sold out and in a 
few minutes those people who come late will not 
be admitted. 
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The meeting opened with the singing of the 
Star Spangled Banner led by a man and wife team 
singing from the stage, 

Then l I introduced the Chairman Abner 

Berry who welcomed all to this memorable occasion 
of the thirty-second Anniversary of the Daily 
Worker, "'the working class paper which has undergone 
so much in all those years, 

W© are also gathered here tonight to pay 
honor to two of our working class leaders who 
have just recently finished a term in jail for 
their ideas, the first Smith Let defendants 
jailed in 1951 after a long and courageous 
fight. 


Berry went on to name the many other Smith 
Act victim either now in jail or awaiting trial 
all over tho U.S. Elizabeth Guriy Flynn, pettis 
Perry, Karion Bachrach, Claudia Jones who after a 
losing fight was deported to England, Irving' Potash, 
Gus Hall , 1 1 and others. The more 

fortunate ones who so far have escaped jail because 
a Judge before whom© they appeared released them 
on insufficient evidence and are here tonight, 

George Charney and | \ 

And with this introduction he called on 1 
George Charney to say a few words. k 


The fo ll owing people wer e also at this 




l 


find 


rally, \ __ 

| | xvho acted as ushers collecting money 

during tne collection later on in the evening. 


Charney said ho was happy to be here to 
celebr-ute this dual anniversary and what a 
happy occasion it was when two of our working 
class leaders will be with us again, leading 
us in the long fight ahead, 


They were the first victims of the 
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infamous Smi th Act, as are we two here tonight, 

_|) but times have changed so much in 

the last five years that our case was revised 
by the higher court. Our comrades in the same 
case were not s& fortunate, Gurley Flynn , Pet tis 
Perry a nd the others, William Weinstone. l I 

__ j _| s Claudia Jones who has since been deported, 

William Weinstein and others. But our struggle is 
not a losing one and only through the will of the 
people will we repeal these laws, the Smith Act, 
the Me Carran Act, and others which try to suppress 
the leaders of the people, both Negro and White-, 
in the labor movement and out, but they are waging 
a losing fight because we are united and stand 
behind the Bill of Rights and the Constitution. 

As for the return of Dennis and Gatos, this 
will strengthen our forces in these struggles, and 
we are behind them one hundred per c^nt confident 
that with their experience we cannot lose with 
Negro and ivhitc unity, and the new labor movement, 
we will go forward to victory. 

previously urged anyone who 
had subs to turn in to do so in the roar of the 
hall, and also at this early date in the sub 
drive we have reached the thirty per cent mark, the 
start of the drive was Jan. 1, 1956, and to date 
we are way ahead of other years, another.sign of 
the changing times. 

Abner Green again praised this overflow 
crowd and for their devotion and faithfullness 
to the working class paper and our loaders Dennis 
and Gates, the paper has survived a great number 
of attacks but it is the only paper that prints 
the truth, fights for Negro and White unity, has 
led the fight in the deep South against segregation, 
has spoken out against the Lynch mobs, has exposed 
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numerous violent actions perpetrated, against the 
Negro, has urged that the murders of Emmett Till 
Rev. Lee & others be brought to justice. 

It is the only paper which champions the 
cause of labor, supports the recent labor merger 
of the C.1,0. and A.F'^L. and for the repeal of 
the Taft-Hartley ^ct. 

Previous to these remarks Abner Green 
presented a husband and wife team, he played the 
guitar and she sang, who entertained us with a 
song. 


While he was talking a little- commotion 
oourred on the right of the stage and as I 
looked toward that direction I saw Eugene Dennis, 
John Gatos and their wifes enter on the stage. 

As soon as the audience saw them they 
arose as if they one and applauded vigorously, this 
applause lasted format least five minutes. 

They were led to the center of the stage 
in the first row, and they sat down and received 
the applause smiling, a woman in the front row 
came up to the stage and gave a bouquet of 
flowers to Mrs. Peggy Dennis who nervously 
opened it. 

They were greeted with handshakes and 
embrasscs by many people on the platform and 
both Dennis and Gates appeared flushed but 
calm. 


•Gruen continued with his remarks after 
the audience quieted down, and again welcomed 
both Dennis and Gates baok, and said that they 
were missed greatly these past few y^ars, and we 
never lost faith, we carried on the fight, in 
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their absence to the best of our ability, and 
now that they are back we can continue to carry 
on with renewed vigor especially the fight for the 
repeal of the Smith Act, the Me Carran Act, 
for tho fight to preserve the Bill of Rights, 
for tho fight for the rights of tho Negro 
people, for the fight in the labor movement 
against the Monopolist, and all enimies of 
the working class. 

Green after a few more comments 
introduced tho next speaker as a former of 
the Daily Worker, one who was jailed under 
the Smith Act, after a long and losing fight, 
after the supreme Court turned down their 
appeal for a new trial and one who is now 
back with us tonight to assume leadership of 
our paper the Daily Worker, John Gates. 

At the mention of his name the crowd 
again arose as one and tendered him a rousing 
welcome, Gates stood motionless taken by 
emotion at this warm welcome and his wife 
beamed with happiness also. 

When tho applause diod down John Gates 
read from a prepared report, first he thanked all 
those who were here tonight, second he thanked 
all who in any way corresponded with him while 
he was in prison, true there were many thousands 
of.letters but he was never allowed to read them 
but somehow he know about them. 

Ho then thanked his wife who remained 
faithful to him throughout the many long years, 

(so it seemed) who visited him, gave him courage, 
and in any other way she tried to make him happy, 

,f He returns with a feeling of gratitude to 
all and wishes to thank again all who made this 
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moment possible. 

Times have changed since that day in 
195l when he was led away to serve five- 
long years in jail, because of his ideas and 
political affiliations, for his - fight to 
secure a bettor America for all, for his fight 
for Negro rights, for a stronger labor move¬ 
ment, for decent housing, for hi ger wages, for 
bettor schools, for his stand against 
discrimination, for his fight for the Bill of 
Rights, for his fight for the Constitution and 
for all the other good causes which the Daily 
Worker fought for. 


.He reviewed the long list of changes since he 
was jailed, the Bangdung Conference, the Geneva 
Conference, the increasing response to our paper 
the Daily Worker, the recent labor merger of the 
two great unions, the fight which has been waged 
for Negro rights, the Supreme Court ruling on 
Segregation, to mention only a few incidents * 
brought about mainly through the efforts of the 
people. 


This growing resistance is very noticable 
especially to one who has been away for awhile, 
one who has been denied the many privileges such 
as reading the Daily Worker and the other 
correspondence which was sent to him these past 
years, but as he said before he know that these 
many struggles would continue because even 
though thoy jail leader after leader and then 
add.more punishment after as in the case of Ben 
Davis who is still serving an added sentence, our 
fight for all those struggles will continue to go 
on, and tho people will ov^ntually soe the right from 
wrong as thousands of others have seen. 

Gates spoke of his desire to continue as 
editor of the Daily Worker, to continue his fight 
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for the Bill of Rights, for the defense of the 
Constitution, for the repeal of the- Smith and 
He Carran Let, for the repeal of the Taft- 
Hartloy law, for the fight to got rid of tho 
Cadillac Cabinet, for the spirit of Geneva, 
for the ouster of John Poster Dulles after his 
recent remarks about the "brink of war crisis, 
and for p ; eace and for the defense of the rights 
of tho Negro here in the South, 

Thoreane many other struggles which we 
as Communist are pledged to fight for, and 
eventually if the will of the people want it 
we will have Socialism hero in America, 

* 

Gatos reaffirmed his loyalty to tho 
Constitution of the U.S. to tho principals 
of the Bill of Rights, and to fight to perserve 
these fundamental rights as an American, 

Gates spoke against the Policy of tho 
Eisenhower administration, the Cadillac Cabinet, 
as ho called it, the foreign policy, the recent 
Dulles statement, as the issues of tho present 
day and then comparod them with the policy of 
the Truman administration in 1951 when he went 
to jail, The Korean war was going on world 
tension was at its highest point thcn > the war 
in Indo-Chins. was at its beginning there was 
general unrest everywhere, 

in 1956 we are not in any war abroad, 
because tho will of the American people has 
changed the policy of the present Administration 
and’ forced them to accept peaceful terms, Geneva, 
for instance has been the turning point in this 
so-called cold war, but we must continue this 
struggle for peace- hero in America and abroad 
if we are to keep the Geneva spirit alive. 
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Gates spoke for over forty-five minutes 
and when he finished he received a groat round 
of applause. 


Abner Green then introduced |_| 

who held the crowd in a good laughing mood 
with his witty remarks. 

His opening remarks were that he was 
watching a group of people in the very last 
row of seats up in the top balcony and they 
reminded him of the time ho was a young boy 
taking piano lessions, he used to-come here 
to Carnegie hall and watch the great artist 
of those days, Paderuski, etc. and he use 
to say to himself that someday he would be 
on the stage addressing an audience, and lo 
and behold that day is here now* 

He spoke of the many appropriations 
which are presented to Congress at this time, 
the Eastland Committee, the Me Carthy Committee 
the Jonner Committee etc. The Daily Worker 
is also looking for money, money which is 
better spent than all these committees put 
together, they need money for smear campaigns, 
for stool pigeons, informers, for destruction, 
but tho Daily Worker needs money for peace, 
Civil Plights, for the defense of the Constitu¬ 
tion, for the Rights of the Negro people, for 
jobs, security housing, and the many other 
struggles which we are so familiar with, 


|_ I said that the Daily Worker needed 

money, not that he expects the millions that 
are shelled out every year for all these 
approbations but only a little to continue 
on our"fight* Tho Daily Worker fund drive is 
lagging behind to tho tune of $15>,000, we 
would like very much to wipe out that debt 
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tonight, after all we cannot expect John Gatos 
to return to the leadership of the Daily 
Worker with a debt on his shoulders, so 
tonight we expect to liquidate that debt. 

There will bo nothing, which will 
pleaso John Gatos more than to start with a 
clean slate and with that he asked for 
contributions of $1©0,00 or more. 


The collection continued for about 
fifteen to twenty minutes and after each 


contribution which was brought up to the 


stage was announced 



Later on |_ 

job of collecting, and as 


jver the 


explained each person contributing any 
amount, large or small will I’eceive a free 
copy of Joseph North? s book on William Z* 
Forstur who is going to celebrate his seventy- 
fifth birthday soon. 


Later just before the meeting was over 
it was announced by Abner "Green that a little 
over five thousand in cash was contributed 
which was a very tidy sum toward liquidating 
our fund drive. The highest contribution was 
for two hundred and fifty dollars# 


Immediatly after the collection the 
chairman introduced a group of four people 
who would entertain us with a song. 


The last speaker as introduced by 
Abner Green was one who needed no introduc¬ 
tion, a former Smith Act victim a great leador 
of the working class, Eugene Dennis, 


The audience arose spontaneously and 


9— 
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started clapping until it became a steady clap- 
clap and someone began singing, Dennis is our 
leader ho shall not bo moved and this continued 
for well over five minutes. 

D cnnis_ face which is always very red, 
turned white as this was going on and thon when 
it was over ho spoke in a very shakey voice, 
very hoarse and not clear.' 

So also rcvoiwod the Smith Act Case in 
1951 Gn d a ll the Smith Act victims since all 
over the TJ,S« and the courageous fight which 
they fought in upholding thoir rights. 

Ho welcomed those people on the platform 
who returned from exile to give themselves up 
to fight for their rights, Prod Fine, James 
Jackson and also for those two polict ical 
prisoners who wo do not have with us tonight 
Henry Winston and Gil Green, and he welcomes 
Winston's wife, Edna, who is here tonight. 

He extends his warmest greetings to 
Jii.G. Flynn, Claudia Jones, Pettis Perry, and 
the other second string Smith Act victims who 
are not here tonight to celebrate with us the 
jthirty-second Anniversary of our working class 
paper, the Daily Worker, 

Dennis praised the staff of the Worker 
for doing such a wonderful job these past few 
- years. 


•Dennis also sent greetings to Bon Davis, 
who cannot bo hero tonight because of the Smith 
Act frameup, i,jhich continue to hound him even 
after ho served his sentence. 


-10- 
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Dennis reaffirmed his loyalty as an 
American, to the Bill of Rights, to the 
Constitution and pledged to fight that they 
are preserved. 

Dennis also pledged to continue in the 
struggle to free the remaining Smith Act 
victims and for the repeal of this and other 
unAmerican Acts which tend to deprive the 
people of their democratic rights* 

He pledges to fight as a Communist 
for his ideals and is proud to be a 
Communist fighting alongside the workers 
for a common cause* 

Ho shall continue to fight for Civil 
Rights, Negro rights, etc. and to uphold the 
Constitution and Bill of Rights. 

Ho shall continue to fight for the 
principals of Roosevelt which were very 
timely during his administration, and which 
would help our Country today* 

Dennis also thanked those who gave him 
courage and support during his years of 
confinement, and promises to fight for the 
principals of Socialism, which is growing 
stronger all over the world, and ono day here 
in our own land. 

•Concerning the Daily Worker, it is the 
only paper in the U.S. which has celebrated 
thirty-Two years without interruption, no other 
paper all over the world^ has such an accomplish 
niont taken place end according to late reports 
it is growing stronger every day. 

,f The many events which have taken place 


fi-l-L- 
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since 195>1, when he and Gates went to jail, have 
changed many things, the people are rising up 
against the Monopolist, the Du-Ponts, General 
Motors, Ford etc, are only a few of the control¬ 
ling interest in America seeking to suppress the 
American people. 

The recent strikes, Westinghouse, where 
a worker was killed on the picket lino show the 
reaction against the people by these- giant 
cop orations. 

The- mass attacks against the Negro 
people, the recent killing of the Till boy 
and others also show how the reactionary 
forces try to keep down the people fighting 
for their freedom. 

Toward these ends, Dennis promises to 
fight alongside his comrades as a loyal 
American Communist to-make it a better world 
for all until wo reach our goal of Socialism, 
by the will of the people. 

Again ho received a thunderous round 
of applause and Abner Green announced that a 
short entertainment would follow before the 
close of the meeting* 

I left the hall at. eleven o» clock 
following Dcnnis__speach,” 
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Doar Comradest ' 

The min article of E had some very valid points -rtxich the oritioal etate 

nent overlook* — its insistence on working class as the basis of party work* 
criticism of top united front work* its stress on the importance of the party* I 
don’t t h in> it put these questions in the best possible way and not without some \ 
in-exact formulations which leave themselves open to attaok* ^ 

1 think there is auoh one-sidedness of statements which ooours often in 
polemics - a tendency to oounterpose ~ which should be avoided. It is present 
in regard to a number of matters raised. They should be corrected, recognising 
what is- correct and pointing out what is wrong and one-sided. In general when 
criticism is made by proletarians with a good record of etruggle one must 
tract from criticism what is correct and deal with what is wrong according 
to the substance of the error and the situation. Stalin, said this in regard to 
the way to view criticism particularly from proletarians. Otherwise, if some 
careless or incomplete or unthought-out formulations are seised upon and battered 
around then there can be little criticism trm below. Of course functionaries 
-vifg criticism must try to do their best and apply theoretical knowledge but 

this is not always possible right awayl It takes time to learn and do effective 

. - 1 - 

criticising. 

I think that in regard to aodalian, thora naa too nuoh of a tendency in 

tho artiol. to *ka that th. oontrel thing. Hore thor, na. a 

the aothor «. oridontly »«ohl.g ton an anarer to onr and iaolatton 

hot ho found it in th. arong plaeo. If do., not oonaiat in rere agitating for 

aooialism. though thi. i. ah.olnf.ly n.....«y. » *«• ,o0l * llrt 

oonaoiouBnooe to th. norking ola... ‘»f fhi. till nof only from 
(it i. not posaihle nlthout agitation) h«t ohiofly ft* t 1 *” * tru ^*- “ ** 
otrugglo. otnagglo today ajai-t raaotion. for th. nood. of th. pooplo. 

•d«».r. W . th. right, of th. Kogr. poopl*. It- '«ut rtrnggl. that.nill.l»lp 






the workers to advance in consciousness, Lenin wrote in his To oture on the 1905 
revolution that the "real education of the masses can never he separated from 
the independent* the political and particularly the revolutionary struggle of the 
nasses themselves. Only the struggle educates the exploited olass. Only the 
struggle disoleses to it the nagnitude of ite power, widens its horison, enhances 
its abilities, forges its will.,," (Volume HX) 

Of course that does not mean that it happens without consciousness but con* 
soiousness without direot ezperienoe of the masses is .barren if w.e are talking of 
the great Billions, the broad masses of the people, . ^ 

. x his was not sufficiently grasped in the article. It means that the main 
stress in our work (while increasing the agitation in every way possible and in 
fact in oonneotion with fit) <is. on the unfolding of the struggle,for the needs of 
thft people* Leadership of struggles — that is our sain weakness today* 

- But about the need to lay main stress in our work ;onr the working- olass, whioh 
means the. unions, the working olass neighborhoods, appealing to and workiag hmongf 
the working olass — there is no doubt about its correctness, That;was brought 

i 

out in the Bronx campaign, where the leadership found that only’when {they went, into 
Italian and Jewish '^forking olass areas oould they get the signatures necessary , 
for putting Flynn on the ballot, I think the artiole should have .pointed out. that 
in stressing the working olass we should not neglect the other strata, We oust 
not pit one against the other. It means work around the shops and unions an<fc there 
is too little of that. Who can deny that? We still do not have our main base . 
among the working class. And this is due not only to objective conditions but in 
the to underestimation of the basic mass of the workers, 1 am surprised 
that the "remarks" does not admit that. 

Also, in regard to the Party: I think that the draft program does not give 
sufficient stress to the party! This is very apparent. There are oapitulatory 
tendencies in regard to the party and the left organisations. Can anyone doubt 




.that? Just ooniider the trade union situation: the resignation of Ban Gold •— 
nhat was that but a tandonoy of left trad© unions to give way to the reactionary 
blows? 

Only if the party is built up* only if the party works on an independent 
line in the unions, left or right* only if the Leninist methods of organisations 
are followed* can the best results be achieved in mass work and can opportunist 
tendencies — left and right ~ bo checked* 

The point about united front work from below made in the article is I think 
correct* In the present period the united front from below is the main way of 
forking* The top is too muoh under the pressure of reaotion at the present time# United 
front from, below is however a complex thing* It means working inside the right- 
led organisations* pushing them along a policy of aotion# It roans also at the 
same time independent work of the left; organisations, meetings* press* literature* 
proposals for united aotion to the right led organisations — thereby pushing the 
ri^it-led bodies into aotion* pressuring its leaders* and at the same time build¬ 
ing up prestige for the left# The activity of the left is not something separate 
and apart from the tasks in the right-led bodies* Only if the left organisations 
and individuals have their ..eyes on the masses in the right-led organisations in 
the neighborhhods, can they influence them* That is the task of the loft* Without 
their pressure as individuals within these right organizations and as independent 
bodies outside (ALP* Negro Labor Council* tenants bodies* community bodies* etc*) 
will a mass movement and united front aotion be developed* Tomit on the leaders 
of the right organizations to act* or to just adopt a policy of supporting what 
is good and eritioizing what is bad* is not onough* The party and the left must be 
pacemakers* vanguard leaders using appropriate taotios in doing so* Sometimes 
however the interpretation of "appropriate taotios" phrase means just trailing 
and that is absolutely wrong and a big fault today* expressive of the growing 
danger in the party* 

Now about the statement called "remarks on the errors*" (This refers to a 







resolution on the Harlem situation submitted by the State)* The author does not 
in ay opinion try to exfcraot whatever good there is in the article* Tfhile it 
oorreots the point on socialism* it commits some errors of its own* I am not 
able to judge the merits of the polemic against the person mentioned as Hathaway• 

I am not able to judge whether the latter’s statements are errors of formulation 

c 

or policy* It is likely that he was aiming at some* correct things and did not 
quite hit the target* It is possible that the formulations are sectarian* as is 
the practice* 

I don’t.know and can’t judge* neither can I judge remarks about other people* 
But about point 2 and S I would like to say something. I refer to page 4* Re¬ 
garding the statement that the "working class must see that the struggle for 
Hegro rights in all spheres of life is a class struggle*" That is not quite 
accurate* But it is in substance correct* 

What the author should have said is that the struggle for Hegro rights is 
part of the overall class struggle in society* Lenin said that* 0s said it is 
part of the fight for — socialism. That is ABO Marxism. The "remarks", 
however, while correotly pointing out that the Negro question is a national question, 
leaves it at that. Not to say anything about class is wrong. Shore- is no con¬ 
tradiction between the fact that the national question is part of the olass 
struggle end the need for alliances of different classes • To attaokwhat is sub¬ 
stantially odi#ot. is wrong. 

She fact that the national question is part of the olaes struggle in tooie ty 
determines the respective roles of the various olasses. Without the olaes strug¬ 
gle as a guide, how can we know the role of the bourgeoisie, of the potty-bour¬ 
geoisie, of the fanners and the proletariat. Without the knowledge of the 
relationship of forces, how can wo judge the tactics, the problems, how can wa 
when we can advance quickly, what pitfalls to avoid, eto. Iisnim taught that 
only if we are guided by a olasa concept 'can we judge matters oorreotly because In 
the last analysis it is olasses and the olasa struggle which determines the 



political and other manifestations of our daily life* This is the basio fact 

to whioh all else ie subsidiary, supplemental* etc* 

Here is what Liu Shao Chi says on this matter* in his pamphlet "Internationa- 

lira and nationalism," pages 40-41* 

"There is not the Slightest doubt that to regard the national 
question as separate from the class question or to regard the 
national struggle as separate from the olass struggle is abso¬ 
lutely wrong and harmful and constitutes a form of deception 
adopted from the landlord and bourgeois reactionaries* Inas¬ 
much as reactionary bourgeois nationalism and modern imperialist 
aggression are polioies brought about by the development of the 
capitalist aystsm of exploitation* which has its final outcome 
in the fanatical attempts of American imperialism to achieve 
world domination...these polioies point out with unprecedented 
elarity that to uproot imperialist aggression, the rule of the 
monopolists in capitalist suseriin countries must be overthrown." 

These ideas are quite clear* Bascially they apply to the United States* 

one* 

To fight for Hegro liboration/must fight against monopoly capitalism* How* as 
this applies to forces within the liberation movement* 

Liu Shao Chi writes (page 7)* "the experience of the revolution in other 
countries as well as China fully confirms the correctness of the scientific 
Harriet-Leninist '[conclusion that the national question is .closely linked with 
the class question and the national struggle with the class struggle*". 

Liu Shao Chi goes on to say^ that it is only on a olass basis that one can 
understand why traitors appear in the oppressed nation, and also suoh a olass 
analysis reveals "under what conditions and under the leadership of which olass 

national liberation can he achieved," 

He continues* *?An historical analysis of the class relations also revsals 
that although suoh outstanding national revolutionists as Sun Yat Sen sprang 
from China's petty bourgeoisie or national bourgeoisie, yet -this bourgeoisie 
generally speaking views the national question solely in the light of its own 
narrow class intsrests and changes its position solely in aooordanoe with its 
mm class interests* In the same ..way only the olaas interests of the proletariat 
are really in full accord with the fundamental interests of the people of a givon 
country with the common interest of sll nations the world over and with the 



wrest* of all mankind** 


¥ 

Quit* dear I think* For the "remarks* to leap on what is potentially a 
correot idea indicates a basically wrong viewpoint which affects I think our work 
in very definite ways* It is bound to lead to trailing the bourgeoisie and 
petit-bourgeoisie and not to lay sufficient stress on winning the workers* on 
pushing forward the working class and on a line of policy which is independent in 

^ if 

Sharaoter* though oarried put in the organisation of the masses* It leads* too* to 
overlooking the notorious fact signalised by the party nany times that a strata 
of Hogro leaders are working with the imperialists and they should be oritioised 
and struggled against* Iho way to oritioise and how to struggle is important* 
but the faot is there is* in my opinion* a tendency to shy away from criticism 
and not to strugglei precisely because of these unolarities of a basic charaoter 
and also because of tendencies to trail in periods of reaction* 
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Report 


Communist Party U» S. A. 
Activities 


Jan. 5> 1956 
New York. 


A meeting of a Communist Party Club of the Bronx, N.Y. 
NOrth-West Section o f the Communist Party was held on 
January 3rd, 1956 at | I . Bronx, N.Y. at 

l ! s apartment. 

.Present at this meetin g wer e: I I and his wife I [ 

_I (wife of l [ Resides in the Section of the 

Bronx between Universi ty Ave. and Davidson Ave. South of 
Tremont Ave. | | is ab out 5:2. pale complexion, light 

brown hair;wears giasess.) I \ Sam 

Cohen and Rose. (Rose has brown hair mixed with gray; about 
5:3j about 60 years old. She resides o n Stro ng St. Bron x. 
N.Y* fa cing 80 Strong, the residence of. l l andl ~~\ 

I I She is "leaving shortly for a 3-month or so visit 

of her children in Los Angeles, California") 


I l ^e _was the_of the meeting. 

The Club took up the question of the cir culation drive of 
The Worker and the Daily Worker. I I told the meeting that 

although the circulation drive of The Worker and the Daily 
Worker is now going on everyday in the year "we are at 
present conducting a concentration campaign for renewals 
and new subs for the Worker and Daily. 1 ’ She said that 
the Bronx C.P* will have a Square Dance on January 13th, 

1956 at the Hungarian House at 2141 Southern B 1 1yd; that 
the admission is free and that the objective of the Bronx 
Press goal is to achieve 3Q$ of the goal in the circulation 
campaign. 

She asked that every club member should turn in his or her 
renewal even if the subscription runs another 2-3 months 
because the Daily needs the subs and the money badly." 

She also gave out cards of subscribers for renewals of subs 
which the members are to visit before January 13 th. 

I I also announced the meeting of the 32 nd anniversary of 
the Daily Worker which will take place at Rockland Palace 
on Jan. 27th, 195b and asked the members to attend same. 


also announced the meeting "for 


which is 
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being called by the Bronx Committee for Freedom of Political 
Prisoners and will be held on Jan. 9th, 1956, at the 
Community Center on Allerton Ave., Bronx, N*Y* She asked 
the members to attend this meeting, "whi ch is a prot est 
against the government’s persecution of I l " b 

She also spoke about the party’s fund drive. She said that 
the North-west Section of the C.P. selected this club "for 
experimental work on the fund drive." She explained that 
this club will have to raise about $1,400 fox* the fund 
drive. It was suggested that this club should raise this 
money during a period of weeks by members bringing in 
weekly payments and when the fund drive will start all the 
money will be in and it wonldn’t be too hard on the members: 
"It will be easier to pay the weekly instalments than to bring 
in a Imp sum of a couple of hundred dollars." 

Everyone expressed a desire to participate in the discussion 
on this point. Because of shortage of time, it was decided 
to carry over the discussion on the fund drive to the next 
meeting of the Club which wil l take place on Jan. 18th, 

1956 at| lat the apart, of I I who 

agreed, at the suggestion of f" L to have the meeting in 
his apartment explaining that his wife is out of town 
otherwise she would object of having a meeting in her 
house. b7c 

The meeting ended with a discussion on the "Israel-Arab 
Crisis" which was led by I L ^ 

The main points which □ underlined in this discussion 
was that the Soviet Union was looking for a way to step 
in into the Middle East. The trade agreement between 
Chechoslovakia and Egypt, which also included the point 
of selling arms to Egypt, was the way through which the 
Soviet Union steped into the Middle. The Soviet Union doesn’t 
care how Israel feels about the matter: Israel is con¬ 
stantly following an anti-Soviet policy - a policy adopted 
by all right-wing Socialists. The Israeli government 
is violently anti-Soviet. The government of Egypt is 
following the policy of neutrality - a policy adopted at 
the Bandung Conference and this policy pf neutrality is 
also being followed by India. The Soviet Union is at 
present engaged in lining up new friends or neutrals which 
is also in favor to the Soviet Union - "a neutral power, the 
Soviet Union reasons, is better than an enemy power. 11 


2 


COPY 




Al’ also underlined that Communists, Jews or Gentiles can 
not afford to become emotional when it concerns questions 
of National of international policies. "If the Soviet 
Union find it necessary to enter the Middle East political 
scene* it make__ no difference how she does it as long as 
the objective is reached. A Communist can not question 
the policies of the Soviet Union. Isn’t it so? So there 
is no use to cry over the fact that Chechoslovakia is 
selling arms to Egypt. To Communists the important point 
is that the Soviet Union wanted to be in the Middle East 
and she is there with her technicians, salesmen, diplomats, 
etc. Israel? Well, let the Zionists and the Socialists 
worry." 

A discussion developed on the above points. Some brought 
out the point that the presence of the Soviet Union in the 
Middle East is actual^; of benefit to Israel because it will 
mean peace in this area "because the Soviet Union is 
following a policy of peace." Others brought out the point 
that the "presence of the Soviet Union in the Middle East 
will serve to a Pour-Power peace negotiation in the Middle 
East which will bring peace to Israel and to the Arab 
countries." and everyone agreed that "the policies of the 
Soviet Union can not be questioned because they can not be 
wrqng." 


_I was "a little doubtful!" on the question of 

Chechoslovakia selling arms to Egypt. "Couldn’t the 
Soviet Union find a different way of entering the Middle 
East. I don’t know, but somehow' I feel that it could have 
been done differently." 


J. Morris 



7 :v > v .&[/--b K^.lr^rj A:’ v bbff 

X -v, t, “j. . 7 "' *- w ' •, i*~ *x v ^‘ 

-- <T' * £ „ V- iV '' r - J , , * *, *■ - * ,-,-** , r 




■’'bbbb'^bb 


b -;* 


■:4b;b';ibbbiA 

b’b m V "bb '.:>"'‘v ? ;V -.■ ^JJJ '■ ‘}.;..' 





DIRECTOR,. PBIK(10Q- ; ;?. ;^ 

SAO; HEW TORE (100-9558^). 




; OP lilME 7b '•■<; •; 

' IS-G‘ ,y'\.~-*i z :/'-~ r .:'„7Tb, -.V; 

jideri^i^y Q^ ^Info^mar}.^:, -,[ 


,bb-' 


'b7D 


I fwlLo .Jmd access to\ . 
the nxtXotiB.V and KY State 


: *V' '• bb^bvb'bbbb' ■-^ '..-Headqn^teiPs^bf-'.'thS. €V-, 

7 ; .bb-V'b - V. . ' b - *'-•;’ • ’. ’V-v-l-;,■'■ 268,7t^ : Avfentte/, IJYO) ,. • •-—« 

bbvbbb? istiiiit^ ! p£bbbbbbbbb . 

07 •’ 1 ? 77 b jnfoi?mant; ; b 7 ,’,;b ’-..'^d\.Hds:*^^i*s^ed ; .^ei : di'bi©, ? /• vbV>', 

*Sv*. bb'ifcfq^at^ invtliS jpa^t: b/\ bb-b 

;•$/•.’b-7\br7; D4fc$* $pntadt6d7 \p ,-;> ■;''>• z- bbbb'b / >b v <•"■= -' r /b 

> % b'-b.; inforaiant made7ayalls8le a-nine pagevtyped'ddcnnient'r > . 

■‘: entitled* ’’UJae Role ./p#VAbey^bof; tkis ; bbbb'-Xb 
..., ddcium§ftt 'a?S-estiraa:te.' ofbthb^ibnf : ‘ td©;, • bb'bb 

yi tfrot. #ss'ionaisAin7tJ|^ Jfcvetoent • todayblb,/.V‘ ; - j'bib.. 

V-K:I-'-'-'-/.’•'is. not^d.tfee’f nanje'l Kv. ,'app.eafs^Vs; & ’ Ictexid^y" '■■' vN< 



s - : i'2- ^-Biw»eatt'.a:do^''^^.': Y(BM) ''iAttachtoent' X) .,:, 

tcfrk iQQ^ 6 fcai:ir r 1 ~—i l (#2o-ii 

: - HY iOO- 9^83 •" V -5.^.; - . 


,b6 

e^Sb 7 C 


:••' DRjjpai 

> [ : 1 ' • r p 


brV=S' l \S^r9; ; V-' 7 > *\ ■ v';■ 7;-.-'•'7; 






Date: 3/6/56 
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Prom SAC, NEW YORK (100-^931) (ELEVEN TEN) 

Toj * DIRECTOR, FBI 

CP, TSE D^SH 18 D.11SH C, DAYLLT. CG FIVE EIGHT TWO POUR DASH 

S nDVISED TODAY THAT AT CP NATIONAL BOARD MALTING HELD ON 

MARCH FIVE LAST IN BOARD ROOM OP NEW Cp / NLTICNtL HEADOJJARTLRS 

AT JAFPARSON SCHOOL, THE FOLLOW!NG CP FUNCTIONARIES W. -RE 
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CARL WINTER, | | PR FINE, JAMES 

JACKSON, GEORGE BLAKE CHARNEY, | JACK 

STACHLL, IRMmY SPARKS, LEON WOFSY AND MAX WEISS. CONFERENCE 
CONTINUED FOR SEVAN HOURS, ST.IBJ ,CT TH-REOF BEING THE RECENT 
.SSIx.ii COIIGRiiuS. MAX W-ISS D. ■LIV.,jRE;D MAIN REPORT ON RUSSIAN 


CONGRESS. WITH THE EXCEPTION OF 


]AND NEMMY SPARKS, 


WHO HAVE NOT SPOKEN AS YET, BUT WHO ’-JCP jCT TO S PEAK TODAY, THE 
FOREGOING FUNCTIONARIES DELIVER .ED SPEECHES CONCERNING ALL 
PHixS-u O.H ldj A-Ox-\^SixID RUSSIAN CONGRESS INCLUDING THE EFFECT 
OF THE "NEW SOVIET LINE” , ON THE CP, USA FORCE AND VIOIENCB 
OR PEACEFUL TRANSITION, STALIN'S ROLE IN HISTORY, POSSIBLE 
ECONOMIC CRISES, .THE INVOLVED STATE OF WORLD AFFAIRS, SOCIAL 
SYSTu'-IS, FOREIGN POLICY, THn NECESSITY OF PROVING THAT THE 
CP, USA HAS FOLLOWED CONSISTENTLY THE “CORRECT LINE", THE 
UnTT.-x-D hROnT, THE CP, USA FINANCIAL DRIVE AND THE DAILY WORKER 
HO CONCLUSIONS WIRE REACHED REGARDING ANT OF THBS., MATTERS. 

THx CP FUNCTIONARIES AGREED "GENERALLY” WITH THE "NEW SOVIET 
LINE”, AMD ALSO AGREED THAT THERE . ; ILL HAVE TO BE SOME REVISION 
IN TEL OGKR.-.NL CP, USxx PROGRAM. INFORMANT BELIEVES INSTANT 
C0NF-.RLi.0i: WILL T LRMINATE TONIGHT (MARCH SIX). MEETING OF 
EAST.F.N DISTRICT ORG.VEIZ „RS INCLUDING THOSE FROM CLEV.JLAND ANT) 


Approved 


Special Agent in Charge 


Sent 


M Per 



Transmit the followin. 


g message via _ 

- r “ 3 - _ 

(Prioyity or Method of bailing) 

From SAC, 

To * 


MICHIGAN IS SCHEDULED FOR WEDNESDAY MORNING, MARCH SI 
NINETEEN FIFTY SIX. THESE ORGANISERS WILL BE BRIEFED 


REGARDING AGENDA ON INSTANT RATIONAL 
BUREAU .'iKD CHICAGO WILL BE ADVIS 10 ON 
CP NATIONAL BOARD MEETING. 


BOARD 


CONFERENCE 

rsR 

LIGHTS ON 


KELLY 




OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO: 

FROM: 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603-C40) 

SA 


SUBJECT: CP,USA'DISTRICT #2, BRONX COUNTY 
IS-C 


DATE: 3/2/56 


b6 

b7C 

b7D 


](Protect by T symbol) 


Source: _ 

Reliability: Who-has furnished reliable information 
in the past. 

Date of Activity: i/ 18/56 

Date Received: 1 / 26/56 _ 

Received T ?v: SA I ~l 

Location: 


The information contained in this report should not 
be disseminated outside of the Bureau unless it is 
paraphrased. 

Thw informant reported on a meeting of the CP Club of the 
North West Section of tho Bronx Counts? - CP lield on 1 / 18/56 at 
3175 Grand Concourse, Bronx, NY. 


1 - I H (P&0 H7-4) _ t • 

1 - NY 100-120276 (I I) (20-101 

1 - NY 100-75418 (SAM COHEN)(20-10) 

1 - NY 100-82900 J K20-10) 

1 - NY 100-121938 I ILNU) (20-10) 

1 - NY 100-125232 (I I LNUH20-10) 

1 - NY 97-169 ("Daily Worker")(7-2) 

1 - NY 100-4931 (CP,USA)(12-14) 

1 - NY 100-79717 (CP,USA Political Activities)(12-14) 
1 - NY 100-8522 (COMINFIL A£P)(7-2) 

1 -.NY 100-74560 (CP, USA Funds)(12-14) 

3*- NY 100-95583 (CP,USA Line)(12-14) 

1- NY 100-8057 (GENE DENNI/S )(7-5) 

. 1 - NY 100-17923 (JOHNNY GATES)(7-5) 


bo 
b7C 
*b 7 D 
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Report 


Communist Party, USA 
Activities 


Jan. 24, 1956 
New York 


A meeting of the Communist Party Club of the 
North-West Section of the Bronx, NY was h eld on 
January 1 8th, 1956 at the apart, of I I at | 


_ The follow ing members w ere present at this meeting: 

I Sam Cohen, I [ Gen e (organ i zer o f the_ 

North-West Section CP) and ) l an d I I J f and I ~l 

husband and wife* I beliye that |~~^ I is engaged in the 
distribution of motion pict ures . I got this impression 
from a conversation between I I and Gene.) 

I I made a report on the Worker-Daily Worker 

drive. She reported that the County Communist Party 
of the Bronx came .to the square dance which was held on 
January 13th, 1956 with 2of its quota of the Worker ' 
subs and and 25$ of the Daily Worker, The North-West 
section reached 65$ of its quota and that this club is now 
short only 1 sub of the Worker to have one hundred per cent 
of its quota. This club's quota was: 15 the Worker subs 
and 3 subs of the Daily Worker. 

Gene le ad a discussion on the Communists and the 1956 
election campaign, He underlined that the most important 
task of the Communists in the 1956 election campaign "is 
to seek the defeat of the Republican Party and Eisenhower", 

He said that 'this doesn't doesn't mean that we (Communists) 
are sold on the Democrats, but I beldyo that if we work 
hard enough we could influence many Democrat party 
organizacions in the country to adopt a more ore less 
progressive platform on many issues, especialY on the 
question of peace. We could also influence TJEem to put 
out some progressive candidates . This would be the very 
minimum but we would be satisfied as far as the 1956 election 
campaign goes He staued that "if we like it or not but 
the fact is that the majority of the workers are in the 




Democratic Party and as Communist we got to be where 
ohe workers are. Even if we can not influence any 
emocratic Party policies during the elections we will 

issues^fw* 1 ?? by b ? lng able to raise there progressive 
issues, force discussions on these issues and in this wav 
carry our propaganda to the masses of the people." 

that »hL S ??S 011 th ® American way of life and he agreed 

aSe the hi^r? S - C °?K itl0nS of the American working class 

tl-niip-h 6 -? bl ® he ?' fc: 13 ?-, tbe world i the American worker 

worker is that n ha 1 ^ U ? ii T• The lllus ^ lon °* the American 
woziter is that he to can become a capitalist Thi =? is nr,<= 

dlffe? H n? a ?h nS >,hy c °hdifci6ns- in the United states are 

also nn^of^X ln any other ca Pitalist country and this is 

: h LLr&s?p^tnLie 

ho^fec^rf Spinet . The 

American workw 0 ot° f Senations of workers while the 

s?ch 

reffering to f’ 3 ^^.^SSfeSJ^h^aT 

a™ * rin ® bo bne econ omic crises of the lQ^O'si hnf- +-v,,= 
American working class is st-iii c bub the 

take this in account » 1 m s - 11 :J" LV1 ?S with it and we must 

must work within ?he De“cra??c pStS".,^ " We " 

extent represents the msses of > y w ? 10h to a certaln 

the Republican Party is dlflnaL^ tSi ? n p ® ople while 
capitalism'. 7 cietinately the parry of monopoly 

tpZ ^ e ''^ ^ ' 

wing movlment e and n of .“H ' W , Job ' the J° b of the left- 
alive the Senega sSin? ,S ? n worfcin S class to keep 

va Spirit and a eaih we could accomplish this task 
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within the ranks of the Democratic Party and we must, at 
the same time, form working class-progressive coalitions, 
coalitions with everyone who wants to advance the cause 
of peace and freedom," 

After Gene's talk a lively discussion developed on 
the poirits raised by G ene. The par ticipants of the 
discussion- j I , Sam and| |agreed that the party's 

(CP) approach to the question ofTne 1956 election campaign 
is a correct one and that "the American worker is living 
in an atmosphere of illussions". During the discussions 
Gene disclossed that"the North-West Section (CP) is now 
discussing the question of dissolving, the American Labor 
Party in our section (the Bainbridge ALP). We want to 
form some kind of a forum which will take the place 
of the ALP. We believe that the ALP as a political party 
lived out its usefullness but we don't want to loose the 
ALP people. A discussion forum of a progressive“non-partisan 
* nature will keep the people together. These people, than 
well not be bound by decissiosp-sof a political party; they 
will be free to act and we wxll be able to direct them in 
the right direction,. It is obvious that a member of the ALP 
can not affiliate himself with the Democratic Party but as a 
member of a non-political forum he can, and this is what 
want to do. As I said, this question is still in the 
discussion stage." 

The meeting again postponed the discussion of the 
OP Fund drive (please, see previous report on this 

subject) for the next meeting w hich will take rTlac.fi on _ 

Feb. 2nd, 1956 at the apart, of I I 

Bronx, NY. The meeting decided to continue further with 
the drive of getti ng subs for the Worker and 
the Daily Worker. asked everyone present to attend 

the Daily Worker meeting in Carnegie Hall on January -20th, 
"where for the first time in years we will again hear our 
leaders talk to us. I know that everyone of us is anxious 
to welcome Gene Dennis and Johnny Gates." 

Everyone took tickets. 


J. Morris 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM*-*# UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3) DATES 

FROM s SAC, CHICAGO (100-1251) 

SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


Extreme care must be used in peporting and 
handling the following information in order to 
protect the identity of the informant, * 


Re New York teletype dated March 7» 1956* 
containing information from CG 5>82lj.-S pertaining to 
a meeting of the National Board of theCCommunist Party* 
USA, held in New York City on March .5 ^.nd 6, 1956* 
at which time there^was a debate concerning an 
interpretation of the statements issued during and 
after the recent 20th Congress of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union, particularly with regard to the 
use of force and violence* 


' On March i3, 1956, CG 5824-S, w ho h as fur¬ 

bished reliable information in the past, received a 
letter dated March 8, 1956, which was mailed by JOHN 


4 
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- Bureau (REGISTERED) 

(1 - 100- )(CP-Line) 

(1 - 100-3-74)(CP-Compros) 

- New York (REGISTERED) 

»83)(CP^U SA-Line) (#12-15) 
(1 - 100- 8^62fp) E CG ! F, USA - International 

Relations)(#12-14) 

(1 - 100-8057)(EUGENE DENNIS)(#19) 

(1 - 100-23774) (JOT WILLIAMSON) 

(1 - 134-91) (NY 694-S)(P & C) 

(HL - 100-81752) (CP,USA-Compros) (#7-5) 




- Chicago 

(1 - A)134-46-2l48a) 

(1 - 100-20881)(CP-Line) 

(1 - 100-17965)(CP-Gompros) 
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DIRECTOR, FBI RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 


WILLIAMSON in London, England, on March 9* 1.956. This letter 
was for transmittal to EUGENE DENNIS and CG 582l|-S immediately 
sent the letter to NY 69i|.-S for delivery to DENNIS so that 
DENNIS‘would have the benefit of its contents prior to the 
meeting' of the Executive Committee of the National Board of 
the Communist Party, USA, scheduled for Thursday, March 15, 1956. 

CG 5821).-S made a handwritten copy of WILLIAMSON 1 s 
letter and on March 13 , 1956, made available to SA JOHN E. 
KEATING two dictaphone memo belts containing excerpt sf-from 
WILLIAMSON!s letter and an analysis of WILLIAMSON - *s remarks. 

These memo-belts were transcribed by Typist I I 

and this transcription is located in Chicago file A) 13 i).-ij. 6 - 


It is to be noted that CG 582ij.-S has advised that 
EUGENE‘DENNIS Is the General Secretary of the CP, USA. In 
this'••Information made available by CG 582ij.-S on March 13 , 

1956, lie advised that JOHN WILLIAMSON attended the 20th Congress 
bf ,:;'the CPSU in Moscow, Russia, and that in the opinion of the 
Informant, JWILLIAMSON is not talking for himself in this 
letter, which contains advice for the CP, USA, as a result of 
'the 20th Congress of'the CPSU. CG 582l|-S stated that JOHN 
WILLIAMSON undoubtedly spoke to some Russians and other lead¬ 
ing Communists‘from all over the world and that he most likely 
has had a discussion'"with the leadership of the British 
Communist Party. .Since WILLIAMSON'is considered an expert 
with regard to the American scene, he assumed the task of 
hurriedly giving'some advice to the CP, .USA. CG 582ij.-S was 

b *sed on Information contained in WILLIAMSON* s 
letter, that WILLIAMSON has aii’international assignment 
dealing with Anglo-American problems. 

' "CU 582ij.-S- advised that WILLIAMSON* in his 'letter, 
stresses‘what he and'what all Communist leaders consider the. 
most important and fundamental questions which were dealt 
with at the 20 th Coiigress of the CPSU* These questions are: 

1. Peaceful co-existeneej 

2. That; war is not inevitable 5 

3* That social change might be accomplished 
without civil war or force and violence. 


b6 
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RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, 

GG- 5821J.-S stated’.that WILLIAMSON is addressing 
himself to EUGENE DENNIS and the leadership of the CP, USA. 
WILLIAMSON wants the CP, USA, to see these problems in a 
balanced way without becoming lost or divetted because of 
a discussion of personalities. This means, of'course, a 
discussion of the role which was fplayed". by JOSEPH STALIN. 
WILLIAMSON states that while STALIN played an important role 
in relation to many of these problems which are currently 
under discussion and that while the achievements of the 
Russians are not unrelated to STALIN and that while basic 
criticism can now be made of STALIN and"his works, the 
problems raised by NIKITA KHRUSHCHEVS and previously enumerated, 
arec'of greater importance to the various. Communist Parties, 
particularly to the Communist Party in the United States.. 
WILLIAMSON concerns himself chiefly with the problem of the 
use of force and violence and reminds EUGENE DENNIS of some 
discussion they had during July of 195>5>. 

i 

In order to more completely understand this phase 
of WILLIAMSON 1 s remarks, CG 582l].-S quotes from the. address 
of NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV as it appeared in the February 17, 19^6, 
issue- of ”For a Lasting Peace, For a Peoples Democracy!” 

The following is a quotation from KHRUSHCHEV* s remarks s 

’’’If'is probable thaiti forms of transitions to 
Socialism will become more and more diversified. 

Moreover, the implementation of these forms need 
not be associated with civil war under-- all circum¬ 
stances* Qur enemies like to depict us Leninists 
as advocates of violence, always and everywhere. 

.True, we recognize the need for the revolutionary 
transformation of capitalist society into Socialist 
society* It is this that distinguishes the 
revolutionary Marxist''from the reformists, the 
opportunists. There is no doubt that in a number 
of capitalist countries the violent overthrow of 
the dictatorship of the bourgeoise and the sharp 
aggravation of the class struggle nohhedted with 
this are inevitable. But the forms of social 
revolution vary. It is not true that we regard 
violence and civil war as the only way to remake 
society.”. 


t 
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DIRECTOR, FBI, 


RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 


CG £82ij.-S states that KHRUSHCHEV goes on to point 
out that LENIN had hoped that the revolution in Russia in 
1917 would develop peacefully, but the imperialists intervened 
in Russian affairs and created a civil war, thus the 
Bolsheviks were compelled to use force and violence, KHRUSHCHEV 
then'raises some of the questions connected with this problem 
of force and violence. He points out that If a capitalist 
class resists or opposes the transition to Socialism, then 
naturally the capitalists will resort to force and violence 
and the proletariat has to use violence against them, KHRUSHCHEV 
concludes that since Socialism as.a world system is stronger 
than capitalism, and capitalism has become weaker, while 
democracy has developed throughout the world, it is possible 
that under these circumstances the Communists can rally around 
them the intelligentsia, the toiling peasantry, the working 
class, and as KHRUSHCHEV states "can capture a stable majority 
In’Parliament and transform the latter from an organ of 
bourgeoise democracy, into a genuine instrument of the peoples 1 
will. In such an event;this institution, traditional in 
many highly developed capitalist countries, may become an 
organ of genuine democracy, democracy for the working people,” 

KHRUSHCHEV goes on ”The winning of a stable Parli- 
f *-i^mei&iSy(--t ’majority backed by a mass revolutionary movement 
of the proletariat and of all the working people could create 
for the working class of a number of capitalist and former 
’colonial countries, the conditions needed to secure fundamental 
social changes, 

"Whatever the form of the transition to Socialism, 
the decisive and indispensable factor is the political 
leadership of the working class headed by its vanguard. 
Without this, there can be no transition to Socialist, 

"It must be.strongly emphasized that the more 
favorable conditions for the victory of Socialism 
created in other countries, are due to the fact that 
Socialism has won in the Soviet Union and is winning 
in the peoples 1 democracies,!* 

CG 582^-S tiien comments that while KHRUSHCHEV gave 
the Communists a theoretical "out” as regards civil war and 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 


insurrection, having in mind at this time particularly 
France and Italy, and perhaps other countries such as the 
Scandinavian countries, he also placed some reservations 
in his theory as is evidenced by this quotations 

”In the countries where capitalism is still 
strong and has a huge military and police apparatus 
at Its disposal, the reactionary force will, of course, 
inevitably offer serious resistance. There the 
transition to Socialism will be attended by a sharp 
class, revolutionary struggle.” 

CrG'*>824-S states that WILLIAMSON wants to warn the 
American" Communists to have a balanced view when WILLIAMSON 
states in his letter: 

”1,would" emphasize that stress be placed on 
the democratic path—Congress, etc. Always a 
theoretical possibility and desire would be clear. 

But""as .a teacher that is not enough, especially when 
it comes to fundamentals like I raised with you last 
July. Here we must also deal with other alterna¬ 
tives that people may have forced on them.” 

" Commenting on these remarks of WILLIAMSON, CG 582i|.-S 
states that ‘whht WILLIAMSON wants to bring out is that 
while theoretically and even In a tactical sense the 
democratic processes should be stressed, the American 
Communists should keep in mind that the ruling class may 
Impose other circumstances upon them and therefore they may 
be compelled, to use other than peaceful means In the fight 
for power* 

"CGr £82lj.-S further advises that WILLIAMSO.N also 
warns against creating illusions % by illusions WILLIAMSON 
means "that the American-Communists may talk only of peaceful 
transition and thus might blunt their militancy whereas it 
may be necessary at"some stage in the struggle to fight 
rather than depend on the capture of Congress or on a 
peaceful“transition to power. WILLIAMSON goes on to draw 
some concliisions' from the domestic, scene in the United States 
as it grows out of the international situation and thus has 
an effect on the CP, USA. WILLIAMSON alerts the CP, USA, to 

i 


# 
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what he calls continuing dangers* He states that as long as 
the cold war tactics remain predominant they will have what 
he terms "domestic concomitance 11 '* WILLIAMSON state? that 
while he sees some relaxation in international tensions he 
warns the American Communists to he alert to the maneuvers 
of the ruling classes and that they should keep in mind the 
fable of the spider and the.fly. He is also surprised that so 
many Communists have come out into the open and that the 
CP, USA, has abandoned the underground. He warns that there 
may be more arrests. He also states that the American 
Communists’ should realize that there are still more obstacles 
in the road ahead and that it is not inevitable that they can 
go on working openly without repression, without arrests*, 
and that they will not be able to travel a smooth road to 
power. 


With regard to this phase of WILLIAMSON'S letter, 

CG 5824-S' comments that WILLIAMSON'S viewpoint on the problem 
of force"6hd viole.nce seems to correspond or at least seems 
to'be 'somewhat closer to the viewpoint of EUGENE DENNIS 
expressed at the National Board meeting of March $ and 6, 

19^6 (see re New York teletype). CG 582l|.-S comments, however, 
that he believes that it is going to be difficult for DENNIS 
to move the* majority of the National Board from its position. 
The majority "of the National Board of the CP, USA, looks upon 
the*"theoretical propositions of KHRUSHCHEV as giving them a 
foundation for their opportunism in proposing tactical 
maneuvers. The majority of the members of the National Board 
of the CP, USA, say that since the struggle for power in the 
United' States is still some way off, that they are not " 
Interested in the' question of illusions which they may b,# ; 
creating. When'the'proper time comes they will then try 
to' divest‘the public of its illusions about capitalistic 
democracy. l 


I CG 582lfl~S states that this portion of WILLIAMSON'S 

letter is^very import&nt and will probably result in a 
considerable amount of debate In the ranks of the CP, USA, 
as an interpretation is placed upon It. 
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Latin America 


CG 582i}-S further advises that in his letter 
WILLIAMSON raises the question of Latin America and reminds 
the CP in the United States that the Latin American Communists 
who were present at the 20th Congress of the CPSU are worried 
and concerned because their connections with the CP, USA, have t 
become weakened.and seem to be in a very bad state as compared 
to ten or fifteen years ago. In this regard WILLIAMSON states: 
"I think it should be changed at once and can f t emphasize my 
feelings' too much on this. In fact, insularism in general at s 
present would be a great.crime,” CG 5>82lj.-S states that what 
WILLIAMSON is telling the CP, USA, is that it must establish 
cohtacts'with the Latin American Communist Parties as soon as 
possible, that the Communists in the United States must not 
isolate'themselves from the international movement, and that, 
as he puts it, this insularism would be a crime, 

CG 582l|_S comments that he pointed out some weeks 
ago'that the Russians are taking a greater interest in Latin 
America,; CG f?82l|.-S stated that this has been emphasized 
again and again in recent weeks and that now WILLIAMSON in 
his ’’letter places, the Latin American problem before the 
Communists in the United States in a very urgent way, 

. .... ., - . cd"582ij:-S further advis'ed that WILLIAMSON concluded 

Hi's letter" by reminding EUGENEI3ENNIS that while he, -WILLIAMSON, 
may seem Isolated"from" the CP, _USA, that his relationship 
*tq t,he . Cp,' USA, is going., to deepen and that he is interested 
in American"affairs, 'It is because of this statement that 
CG"582Jf-S"is' of . the opinion that' WILLIAMSON has an international 
assjig^enfe.’ dealing with Anglo-American problems* 


0 




{Moscow .Report and the SntfwAct Trials 


IfsfGefting Harder To Distort Communist Policy 

By Alan max" £4/k/£sr • ' ■ ■ . 

NIKITA S. KHRUSHCHEV bad hardly finished his report to the SftRh Congress 
' of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, when it immediately figured in two Smith ; 
Act trials here in diis.country.t At the same time it provohed speculation in the press as to 

its effects upon the Govemmentsp -'' -- 

prosecutions under the, though^ 

* control law, * aV* ik' - - 
VOn Friday r in Philadelphia, at 
tic trial of Dr. Albert BJumberg' 

' wider the "membership'* section of 
tlje Smith Act, portions of Khrush¬ 
chev's report were read aloud by 

E the prosecution and the de- 
Involved was the section 
ie report dealing with, the pos* 
ty of parliamentary transition •. 
icialism. The prdsecution read 
the record the paragraph in 
h Khrushchev said that "in 
tries where'capitalism is *till 
ig and where it controls! an 
mous military and policoA 
j t the serious resistance of 1 
lonarics forces is ^levitat^-T' % 
e defense read into the re®-. 


i the-points whjch had attracted 
Aid-wide attention in the repotf.] 
’ s reformation. of Lcn4: 


DATED 


CLIPPING FjROM 

'HE WORKER .-> 



The defense replied that Khrusiri 
chev could la no way sp^£ fad 
the. American Patty but that Hij 
report flatly contradicted M. 
prosecutions contention that Com-y 

.1..;*V.nn«oire to advocate the , 


■:S>rt»wV M '•ivoc.te-t , 

; iSS s? smssss'i? ss: 

. fiFlSsS : 

.Ration sincevl917,4»ere now r\ •*. .v defense made-itf mo.- \ , 
its the possibility of cmploygg up^ - acqu { tta ts and one of <*» / 
kithe parliamentary. form tor Rie S roey3 ; Miss Katherine Rom- 1 
^[transition to socialism. - ... bach, qWed Khrushchev 

| *nlDGE KRAFT ashed whether gurtent. The judge _,deni^ ^ 
thfdefensSd thatr'HnushtshSi J 
[was In "authored s-’"— 


thakA^I 


ft, % 




••>o-.?5 , 3T3 '? 



a / MAR 1 51956; 

' ■' EnUdlPWrYnB 



>mifh Act 


' (Continued from Page 5) 
toryi "Khrushchev Fails to-Help 
Uonn. Feds.” , 

But this note of triumph was > 
iOt shared everywhere* For ex* 
unple, the New York Herald Tri- 
buna carried a lengthy article on 
Monday of this week by its staff 
writer Marguerite Higgins on the 
relation of the Khrushchev repor 
cl the Smith Act prosecutions. / 

[MISS HIGGINS noted ' die, 
'Mr. Khrushchev. contended! ttM 
due ttf radical changes in the Ms* 
torical situation it was now cqn* 
ceivable that under special circuml , 

S ‘ nces - communism could ; be 
ricved by regular parliamentary 
ans. * * *” 

This has import for all nations, 
luding the United States,.\vhere 
mmumst patties exists Miss 
gains' continued. ’ 

"American Communist leaders)' 
II undoubtedly insist that they j 
'are—and intend to Set— peacefully, 1 
^vithin the law. Now they have 
IMr Khrushchev to back them up 
[publicly with a speech that will J 
bo-a Copamtinistbible, What hap| Jf 
ports now to bur government*^ 


\ What had happened Was that 
Khrushchev was v giving worldwide 
prominence to the experiences and 
views pf various Communist Par-. 
ties, including the American pirty, 
over the past several years* W 
was drawing some? general contu¬ 
sions from these views. 


Karl "M.l rx"Himself ahdTefld ing 
Marxists since his time had tlis- 
cussed the possibilities of peaceful 
' transition to socialism under cer- •. 
tain, conditions (maintaining'- lhal 
where "this Would not be .possible 
;* it would be because of the violence 
of the capitalists). Especially 
since 1935, and with.! 1 the rise ol 
fascism and the danger* of war. - 
Communists in various countries 
including the United States hac ’ 
emphasized the definite possibility, 
of a, parliamentary or constitutional 
transition to Socialism* Thus. Wit" 
Ham Z, Foster Wrote in an official 
party document Tn Defense* of 
the Communist Party and the In- 
‘ dieted Communist Leaders’* (pub- 
! lished in’May, 1949) that “the , 
Communist .movement, in . This 1 
country, as well as abroad, has 
been going along on the" practical 
, wording theory that in this period, 
because of the- mass struggle' 
against fascism and war, it haS*bc- 
. tome possible in a whole number 
.. of democratic'countries .legally to 
elect democratic governments, * 
■Which ^ could be by - curbing- and 
' .defeating"all capitalist_ violence, 
lorientato in the direction of build- ’ 

Ting Socialism." , - * - 


THE SAME theme was repeat¬ 
ed as recently as Jan, 20 at (far- " 

, negie Hall where Eugene Penn is, 

", general secretary of the Com mu*’’ 
nist Party, "and John Gates, edi- ; 
lor ,of the Worker* stressed the . 
constitutional path’ to socialism in * „ 

■ the first speeches the government , 
had permitted them to make in five % 

v years. Dennis, for example, as- * 
serted that the workers and farm- 
ers government that would effect . , 
the transition from capitalism ’to ’ 
Socialism* would he "headed by 
an American president and act. 
through an American Congress***: 
The Communists "desire and ad- > ' 
yocate,”. he continued "that this 
people's democracy shall be estab- ' 

■ fished by constitutional and demo- . 

'' bratic processes!” . y' 

It lithe contention of the Com- \ 
iraunists. that their effort^ fof;< 
strengthen democratic processes! - - 
in the country , and to increase'ihej ' 
Strength of the working class rind ' 
its allies, will at the same time ore- 
aje the conditions which could : 
n^ake possible a constitutional 
, transition to Socialism at some fu- 

■ lure and unknown time. - 

j $One thing is certain! the,courts * 
vyill not h» able to brush off the 
rbal position of the ‘CorUmupht?, 
as e#m y asthevhaveih'thepast 
feW‘ V'eari '' t-: 1 ' m*"*'- 
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OFFICE'MEMORANDUM - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO: SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603-C43) DATE: 3 / 13/56 

FROM: SA JOSEPH T. O’LEARY, Section 20-11 

SUBJECT: CP, USA, DISTRICT NUMBER TWO 
KINGS COUNTY 
IS - C 

Identity of Informant: NY 1657-S*- 

Reliability: Who has furnished reliable informa¬ 
tion in the past. 

Date Received: 2/l4/56 

On Ny 1657-S* advised on 2/14/56 that a CP meeting, 
believed to be a meeting of Section Organizers of the Kings 
County CP, was held on that date at 1212 Kings Highway, 
Brooklyn, New York, a CP meeting place,- at which the infor¬ 
mation set out hereinafter was obtained. 

GEORGE (BLAKE CIIARNEY) was the principal speaker 
of the evening and he prefaced his speech by remarking that 
arrangements were made on the previous evening for him 'to 
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) (JOHN P. BURKE, International President, 
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1696) (ELIZABETH GUR LEY FL YNN) (7-5) 


) 


1-NY (100- 
1-NY (100- 
1-NY (100* 
1-NY (100* 


(phj t_ 

Social Service ) (7-6) 


] of Local 1707, 


) (FNU 
) (FNU 


DPOWA District 65)(7-6) 
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51955) (SAM COLEMAN) (7-5) 

111152)(ROYAL FRANCE, NY Attorney, engaged for (12-14) 
re-trial in March, 1956, of CP leaders in NYC 
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report to the County Board on a discussion by the members 
of the State Board concerning Civil Liberties in the South, 
which issue was the topic of a panel discussion by a CP 
Legislative Conference held in New York City in December, 

1955. CHARNEY stated that, at the Legislative Conference, 
he and others attempted to present to the Party, a whole 
now instrument in the struggle. CHARNEY indicated that this 
new estimate worked out a new aproach, to wit, "Back to 
Civil Liberties, Back to Civil Rights." CHARNEY stated that 
this estimate worked out a new approach on the new "political" 
climate. 


CHARNEY indicated that the crucial aspect of the 
struggle for democracy is the Supremo Court decision on 
segregation - the vital heart of the struggle, CHARNEY in¬ 
dicated that the political climate is changing and stated 
that there is an upsurge against reaction and pointed out 
that a heavy blow was dealt to MCCARTHY and'Vic Car thy ism/ 
during 1954. 

CHARNEY pointed out that he and others at the 
Legislative Conference also attempted to present a defense 
of the CP, xtfhich was related to the fight for democracy, 
CHARNEY stated that, by means of reviewing their experience 
in past mistakes, they have come to realize that in order 
to merge the defense of the CP with the total struggle for 
democracy, what has to be given primacy was not the validity 
of Marxism, but the fundamental democratic right for Com¬ 
munists to express their views, CHARNEY explained that, 
in that way, they could develop a united front in the fight 
for democracy. CHARNEY indicated that, in the past, that 
was not always clear and because of this, it tended to sepa¬ 
rate the fight of the party for its rights in the fight 
against Mccarthyism, 

CHARNEY stated that the defense of the CP should 
be presented in such a form that it would become a part of 
the struggle for democracy. He stated that the CP has not 
yet succeeded in embracing movement with this concept 

but that some important headway had been made, 

CHARNEY listed the following victories by the 
party as evidence of the change in political climate that 
has been taking place< , 
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1. The Lattiraore case, where the Government was 
forced to withdraw its indictment,. 

2, The decision by the Supreme Court to review 
the Smith Act* 

3* The trial of CP leaders in Cleveland, 

CHARNEY stated that the significance of these vic¬ 
tories lies in the fact that they have been achieved in the 
face of a policy of no modification on the part-of the 
Government, 

* 

CHARNEL said that the fight for democracy was a fight 
against McCarthyism and that the roadiness of the democratic 
forces to defend the rights of the CP has been the biggest 
factor in the democratic movement, CHARNEY stated that the 
Jewish question provided a pivotal point in the development 
of Fascism in Germany and the Negro Question provides the 
pivotal point in the development of Fascism in the United 
States, 


CHARNEY stated that it is hard to separate the 
struggle of the party for its rights in America and that of 
the Negro for his rights in America, CHARNEY pointed out 
that the party should provide leadership for the Negro in his 
fight, in order to win greater adherence because of its stand 
concerning the Eastland Committee and the TILL Case* CHARNEY 
pointed out in relation to the cha nging political c limate, 
the unfavorable reception given to I I (ph) 

a year ago when she retf t to see Mrs, ROOSEVELT and was told 
by Mrs. ROOSEVELT to take the next boat back to Russia; 
whereas, Mrs, ROOSEVELT has joined other people of prominence 
in seeking amnesty for the CP leaders. 


CHARNEY mentioned the following people of prominence 
who are of a like political attitude as NORMAN THOMAS, par¬ 
ticularly since the advent of the policy of co-existence s 


Professor |_(ph), a historian and opinion 

maker, whose articles presently appear in the "New York 
Times" Magazine Section, 


FNU 


been associated with 


an outstanding man of letters who has 
democratic politics and literature. 
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CHARNEY made reference to a conference held at 
an unspecified date in the past, wherein a relationship 
was established with NORMAN THOMAS through the medium of 
ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG, who had recruited NORMAN THOMAS into, 
the Socialist Party in 1916. CHARNEY indicated that, as a 
result of this conference, a basis for a united front has 
been worked out, which has been of great value to the CP. 

CHARNEY stated that NORMAN THOMAS had associated 
with them in a number of things, including his assistance 
in organizing a group of individuals who had issued an appeal 
for amnesty for the CP leaders. CHARNEY made reference to 
several ind ividuals in this group, including Reverend 

I f phi from the John Haynes Community Church, MURRAY 
KEMPTON (ph), l? New York post" reporter, and ROGER BALDWIN. 
CHARNEY indicated that these individuals sent out an appeal 
via the mails for funds for TRACHTENBERG and CHARNEY 1 s 
forthcoming trial, CHARNEY mentioned that the first contri- * 
bution came in from JOHN P. BURKE, International president 
of the painters and pa perhangers Uni on and that a contribu¬ 
tion also came in from l~ 1 Editor of the "Reporter", 

who are both as anti-Communist as they come. 

CHARNEY explained that the point that interested 
these paople was the fundamental right of advocacy. CHARNEY 
stated that he understood that BURKE and| | had read about 

the address by NORMAN THOMAS to commemorate EUGENE DEBBS. in 
Chicago, in the recent past, at which many trade union per¬ 
sonages were present, includin g CHET B REYHOUSE (ph) 0 f the 
United Automobile Workers, FNu f I (ph 1 ) of the Butchers 

Union, and others* CHARNEY indicated that some of these 
people were identified with the Socialist movement which is 
beginning to resurge and which opens the door to the advo¬ 
cacy of Marxism, and an opportunity to bring Marxism back 
to the trade unions, which is of terrific significance. 

In conclus ion, CHARNEY s tated that, at this banquet 
in commemoration of I I in Chicago, NORMAN THOMAS 

made some very fine statements concerning ELIZABETH GURLEY 
FLYNN and the Smith Act, which were very well received. 


—* 4 — 




• T * . 




MEMO 

NY 100-26603-Cl;3- 


CHARNEY added that he had spoken to NORMAN THOMAS 
recently and he had agre ed to speak at Local 1707 Social 
Service - the| ^ of which is | |(pii), 

THOMAS' old running mate, CHARNEY stated that THOMAS would 
contact FRIEDMAN to see if he could arrange to speak at 
Local 1707. 

CHARNEY continued that ”our people” think they 
can bring anywhere from £00 to 1000 workers to such a 
meeting and commented we "think we are on the verge of 
breaking through in the labor movement and THOMAS is 
helping,” 


CHARNEY stated that KEhPTON has been very popular 
at District 6£ and he talked to LIVINGS!ON(ph) to see if he 
could speak at a shop stewards meeting concerning the Smith 
Act and civil liberties, CHARNEY continued "we are getting 
closer, . Yoti know about KLMPTON's committal to speak for 
us and raise funds for us,” 

CHARNEY stated that KEMPTON has spoken at one 
affair already and was able to raise 5>00 and he is speaking 
at another affair Friday night, 

CHARNEY commented that "almost everything we 
touch in attempting to establish a united front relationship 
has turned to gold.” CHARNEY continued that SAM COLEMAN (ph) 
experimented on the east side by setting up an important 
group of ministers who are going in a delegation to 
Representative KLINE (ph) concerning the Smith Act and to 
urge KLINE to give his support to the repeal of th e Smith 
Act , CHARN EY added that it was proposed that SAM, | | be 

and | | the Party organizers there s should accompany b? 

these ministers with the delegation. 

CHARNEY stated that it helps to create new 
Communist and non-Communist relationships on a given issue 
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because it opens up relationships in other operations as 
well, CHARE3Y pointed out as an example of this, the fact 
that he was given a brush off by the American Civil 
Liberties Union in the past summer*, whereas, as a result 
of NCRMAH THOMAS aligning himself with us in the int erum, 
he now could arrange an interview to see) |(ph), 

\ of the American' Civil Liberties Union, 


CHARHEY stated that_ 

a straight forward Civil Liberties 
up on the TROTSLYITE issue, and a week 
ROYAL PRANCE (ph), one of the 
NY law firm, who is also one of 
to speak on b : e question 
stated that P RANCE did a 
of the forum, | 
forum of the year and that 


I participated in 
Conference that broke 
ago he invited 
attorneys in a very old 


the lawyers in "our case", 
"Why Defend Communists?" GHARNEY 
terrific job and at the conclusion 
indicated that it was the best 
while he had formerly been 


bitterly anti-Communist, he had modified his position. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


% # * 

TO s DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3’)- DATE?-^' - / & 

PROM s SAC, CHICAGO (100-125) 

SUBJECT s COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


Extreme care must be used In handling and - 
reporting the following information in order to 
protect the Identity of the informant. 


Re Chicago letter dated Mareh Ilf., 1956* 
captioned as above, which Contained excerpts of a 
letter from JOHN WILLIAMSON of London, England, to 
EUGENE DENNIS#, General Secretary of the Communist 
Party, USA. ;f 

CG 5824-S, who has furnished reliable infor¬ 
mation in the past, made available the contents of this 
letter to SA JOHN E. KEATING on March 15, 1956, The 
following is set forth verbatims 


8, 


of 


Bureau (REGISTERED) 

(1-100- ) (CF,USA-Line) 

(1 - 100-3-74)(CP,USA-Compros) 

New York (REGISTERED) 

(1 - 100-4931)(CP,U5A) 

(1 - 100-96985)(CP,USA-Underground Operations) 
(CP,USA-Line) (#12-15) 

(1 - 100-4652T(CP,USA-International Relations) 
(#12-14) 

- 100-8057)(EUGENE DENNIS)(#19) • 

- 100-23774)(JOHN WILLIAMSON) > 

- 134-91) (NY 694-S)(P & C) 

- 100-81752)(CP,USA-C ompro s)(#7 -5) 

Chicago 

(2 - A)134-46) 

(1 - 100-20881)(CP,USA-Line). 

(1 - 100-17965) (CP,USA-Comp/b#)p 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 


RE; COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 


' "March. 8, 19^6 

. * 

"Dear Friend, 

"As an eager-beaver reporter I’m always anxious 
to share thoughts with you. The basic significance 
of the recent big jamboree I don’t have to tell you. 

In numerous lands there seems to-be a danger of misCung 
the big and deprive thing, and getting diverted to * 
the personali^fs and what follows. While the latter 
is. ofliecisive importance, it must be seen in rela¬ 
tionship to the whole picture, and in a sober and balanced 
be seen in relation to the whole picture, and in a sober 
and balanced way—not going overboard. The great 
achievements are not unrelated to the individual! but 
that doesn’t prohibit basic criticism where due and 
necessary. The scope and" many-sided character of this 
has been adequately dealt with. 

"While all three fundamental questions dealt with 
are of great and decisive importance and have already 
registered throughout the world, the third gave •majfT-' 
greatest concern and interest. There are many reasons 
to greet this elaboration, including my comments to you 
last July. It is important ns far as understanding is 
concerned to rabsorb the entire presentation in a 
rounded out way, drawing conclusions for each country. 
There are obvious meanings for each, and I*m sure you 
are searching them out. The great stress is on the 
different, situations in each country—as well as the 
difference of historical epochs in each country. 

"Even in the new emphasis, it is possible that it 
will be irealized in preferable way only part-way but 
responsibility will then be plain. Looking ahead, your 
baliwick will be last bastion, and some big decisions 
will have to be made by some people. Of course, rela¬ 
tionship of'forces will not only be further improved on 
world scale, but domestically also. If one wants to 
peer ahead one can visualize different possible reactions, 
and must take them all into account and recognize them 
all and let people recognize them all. Present day 
intransigence doesn’t give too much hope for future, 
although the easiest way would always be preferable. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 


USA 


RES COMMUNIST PARTY, 


"I would emphasize that stress should he placed on 
democratic path—Congress, etc* Always a theoretical 
possibility and desire would be clear,, But as a teacher 
that is not enough, especially when it comes to funda¬ 
mentals like I raised with you last July* Here must 
also deal with other alternatives that people may have 
forced on them 0 Such comparable experiences even have 
historical parallels in U.S, If I was doing any writing 
I would want first of all to be clear myself. Then in 
what I would write I would avoid creating illusions, but 
equally avoid use of terms like "inevitable", while 
always emphasizing what is desirable and preferable, 

I wouldn’t close my own or anyone else’s eyes to what 
other, might do and what this might mean. Well, here 
I am sounding off when you don’t need'to hear my 
thinking and are able to do a lot of your own, I 
hope you will excuse the liberty I take in thinking 
out loud on current problems, 

"Let me burden you with some other ideas of my own, 
for whatever they are worth, I think the various 
pronouncements about new developments in U.S, are 
correct, but it is equally necessary to emphasize 
continuing dangers, because as long as cold-war tactic 
remains primary, it will have domestic concomitants. 

There is obviously some relaxation and contradictory 
line, but it’s good to be alert to maneuvers that 
remind' one of fable of the spider and the fly. Without 
passing Judgment, I have many misgivings, above all, • 

I’m surprised that you have been seeing so many old 
friends. If I was a chess player, I. might be able to 
write more effectively, I have a feeling that too 
many people seem to think that while there may still 
be some obstacles on the road ahead, that it is already 
definite that travel on that road is inevitable, 

"Being'away from home gives one the possibility 
of thinking, and new perspectives, I am sure, if one 
could ask them that all friends' in Latin America are 
worried, concerned and upset at such a change in rela¬ 
tions- from 1.0 and 15 years ago, I think it should be 
changed af'ohce and can’t emphasize my feelings too 
much oh this. In faet,-insularism in general at present 
would be a great crime. 



DIRECTOR, FBI 


RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 


< : M rh a family sense, we may be isolated from each 

other, but'not forgotten. While this separation >j 

between you and I may even appear to deepen, I assure . / 
you it is not so. Warmest regards to our big scattered 
family from youngest to oldest o’!' 

^ In view of the fact that the above letter in trans.-. 
mission from WILLIAMSON to DENNIS only passed through the hands 
of three highly placed informants, Chicago Offi ce strongly 
believes its contents should not under any circumstances be 
disseminated outside the Bureau*' It is believed that Oft e?R?)| -ft t r 
interpretation plus e&cernts as contained in. Chicago letter 
dated March ill, 1956. are sufficient to discharge tbp Bn-neant_ fl 
dissemination responsibilities in the Internal Retra-iHfry Field. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM.*#* UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
* 0 

TO § DIRECT0R s FBI (100-3) DATE? 3~Zh$l 

FROM s SAC,, CHICAGO (100-2398) 

SUBJECTg COMMUNIST PARTY* USA 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


Extreme care must be used in handling the . 
following information„ which must be completely 
paraphrased in order to protect the identity of the 
informant 0 


CG 5824-S* who has furnished reliable informa¬ 
tion in the past* made available to SA JOHN E. KEATING 
on March 13$ 195°s for photostating* a letter-written 
by LENA SCHERER on March 10* 1958 * describing a meeting 
held in New York City on March 9 s 1956* to celebrate 
the ?5th birthday of WILLIAM Z. FOSTER. One copy of 
this letter is being furnished herewith to the New York 
Office for possible subsequent use as handwriting 
specimen. The Chicago copy of'this letter is located 
in Chicago file 100-27630-1A1. 


The following is the complete context of 
that portion of the letter dealing with the above 
mentioned celebration? 



Bureau (REGISTERED) 

New York (REGISTERED)(Enel.-1) 

(1 - ^^Wt^HUSA) ff 

^3T^T.OO-955§3d£fi»«iin») (#12-€^) 

(1 ^■*TStP58^^TOT^ternational Relations) (#12-14) 

(1 = 100~806i}.0'J (CP-Negro Question) 

(1 - 100-80644) (CP-Youth Matters) 

(1 - 100-56579)(PHIL BART) 

(1 - 100-23825)(BENJAMIN DAVIS)(#19) 

(1 - 100-8057) (EUGENE DENNIS) (#19) 

(1 - 100-9365) (WILLIAM Z. FOSTER) (#19) / . ^ 

(1 - -100^34665) (LENA SCHERER) //) (j — 

Chicago — - —tt*. ~1 
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100 - 27630 ) (LENA SCHERER) 


SEAiiCHSg. 

SERlAtlZEl 


JEKs] 

(15) 


Mm2 ^^ 

mTTnmrY&§x_yJ 



FT 



DIRECTOR, FBI REs COMMUNIST PARTY, 


“[Last nights affair for2 the old man’s birthday was 
very successful* The main hall seated 1,000 people 
and the hall' downstairs f>00 The tables were very • 
nicely arranged, it was a reunion with many people. 

Most of the speeches were old time stuff as if nothing 
new has taken place* However the guest of honor did do 
a magnifiej.ent job* He called the audiances attention 
to the fact, that all cables that arrived spoke of the 
courage of our organization as a whole not singling 
out one individual* He pointed out that the reason 
why our ruling circles are forced to change on* some 
issues is due to world forces of peace. ‘He gave one 
the feeling ofinternational significance of events, 
and did not talk as some of the boys do- about our 
achievements here* It was one of his very best talks* 

’’The basic weakness of the affair ^consisted in the 
composition of" the audiance - Very, very few young 
people, and Negroes could almost be counted on fingers. 
I saw many o’f, the chiefs, but outside of answering my' 
hello I could not get any appointment, (though I 
tried since we we're there one hour before affair) 

Phil was seated at the same table with us - His con¬ 
versation wag limited and we did not pressure him for 
any talk* ‘So that’s that*- 

’’The Mikoyan speech came and it was quite a 
contribution to our understanding of the problem. 

I wonder if some of the people who are lecturing got 
the full meaning of it all 0 

"By the way both Gene and Ben made long speeches 
last night and neither said anything of importance.” 
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SAC, mi torn C (97*16?; 3/19/56 

- GUSl’AV S* ABHAUD3J ; 

\ .PUBLISHERS mi. PRESS, ;:■ , - ' . .•' ; : • ; . 

is-c • - ..... . . ■ . . :• " ^ • 

. - • - r— -— I " ■' ■ :■ 7 .' " ■ ! 1 - - 'b7D‘- 

v _who has furnished reliable information in. 

the-past, orally advised SA GUSTAV S* ABRAHD2? 6 x 1 3/8/£6* that 
LESSER ROL1TEY, Sparta Editor Of the 'Daily Worker” hadjust re» 
turned from covering the Winter Olympics in Italy* RQDNEX claimed 
to have Spoken, to "some pretty important people n # who told him that, 
the new CP line.of "peace and friendliness** to* everyone was so 
successful that Party recruiting ‘was rapidly increasing*- extending . 
successfully even to former members of - Husselini*s. Fascist Party* ' 

: It wns Informant's opinion that. the. new line in the 
.United States would be expected to ease legal" pressures against 
the CP aid recruiting of members and encourage- some of the" ^seared” b 
former contributors to open their purse strings* , 

, •, V/ •*' / informant Stated .that RODUEX ; facetiously Remarked that ' v.' v 

•.any Stalinists on the staff would have to held their meetings In ' . 

- the cellar from now on* - • . ' - ' 






OFFICE MEMORANDUM* * * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO s DIRECTOR, FBI (100- } DATES 

FROM ? SAC, CHICAGO (100-20881) 

v ■* 

SUBJECTS COMMUNIST PARTY, USA - LINE 
INTERNAL SECURITY - 0. 


CG 582lj.->S, who ha?? furnished reliable infor¬ 
mation in the past, orally furnished the following 
information to SA JOHN E. KEATING on March 20, 1956 0 
Th5s information consists primarily of the reaction 
tnd opinions of CG 5821).-S to the 20th Congress of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union,, with particular 
regard to the question of JQSEPH STALIN and,what 
effect it may h> ve on other Communist Parties, es¬ 
pecially the Communist Party in the United States. 

CG 582k-£ stated that in Ms opinion the 
denunciation of JOSEPH STALIN by NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV 
at the 20th Congress of the CPSC will not cause a 
split either in the leadership nor in the organiza¬ 
tion of th|3 C.P, USA. However, with regard to 
individual members in the CP, USA, the informant 
stated that anything may happen. CG 5824.-S believes 
that some members who may have had some misgivings 
or reservations about Communism, may as a result of 
the discussions growing out of the STALIN situation, 
think matters'out to ? further degree and make some 
decisions or some moves with regard to the CP, USA. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI RE; ' COMMUNIST PARTY", USA - LIRE 


CG $d2l}-S stated that he would not be surprised if 
some prominent individuals in the CP, USA, tell the CP to 
be damned. He further stated that any person in the CP who • 
■has a grievance will link this grievance to the methods of 
Stalinism and in turn will blame his grievance on the leader¬ 
ship of the CP,USA, which blindly followed STALIN, 

• 1 I 

CG 582l|.~S stated that whenever the CPSU has had 
ahy|problems, whether it be with Trotskyism, right wing 
deviation, revisionism, etc., there have been corresponding 
repercussions in other Communist Parties, including the CP, 
USA, and the informant believes that the possibility is good 
that there ’will be a similar occurrence with regard to the 
issue of Stalinism, 

i 

The informant stated that he thinks that the ' 
countries which will have the most serious problem will be 
the satellite countries where leaders were purged on the 
basis of charges th^t they were sympathetic to’ TIM'D-* Now 
TITO is being absolved after he executed or put thousands 
of Communists In jail* CG 58Hi|.«S stated that the leadership 
in the satellite countries cannot get away with the statement 
that everything was dohe according to law and justice, 
Repercussions in the satellite countries may have some 
influence on the foreign-'born Party members in the CP, USA, 

I 

With regard to Russia, CG 582L(.-S believes that the 
present leadership in Russia will be able to win the majority 
of the population which resented the discipline of the STALIN 
era. Every class of the population in Russia suffered as a 
result of police rule. Therefore, they will sympathize with 
the present regime. The-informant further stated that the 
present leadership in kussiu also has the backing of the 
army and can get the seven million members of the CPSU and 
twenty million members of the...Young Communist League to fall 
in line with their policies. Furthermore, the present 
leadership is cutting down on the number of. hours in the 
work day, breaking down some of the centralization in 
farming, generally making economic concessions to the people, 
and has won diplomatic victories during the past year, i 
particularly in regard to the peoples* desire for peace. 



DIRECTOR 5 FBI 


RE; COMMONEST PARTY, USA - LINE 


i 

00- JS>82ll.~S stated that fll of these things give the leadership 
in Russia a basis for holding on to the masses of the people 
and for mobilizing the people against the STALIN cult. 

With regard to the Negro people in the United . 

States, CG 582l|."S advised that he was somewhat surprised 
to learn in discussion with leading CP members who are also 
Negroes, that these persons favored STALIN and are resentful 
of the present attacks on him. CG £82i|.-S stated that after 
reflection he believes that the Negro CP leaders in the 
CP, USA, may look upon JOSEPH STALIN, a Georgian, as a 
member of a minority group in Russia who reached the top 
leadership position in Russia* Since the Negroes in the 
United States are &■ minority group, they look with reverence 
toward STALIN since he was also a member of * minority group? 
therefore, tmy re sent, the recent attacks on him* 

With regard to the CP, USA, line concerning th© 
attack on STALIN, CG %Qk} + S believes that the CP, USA, will 
eventually state that it does not have to be in the vanguard 
in the attack on STALIN but that when he is attacked by the ' '"‘'I 
CPSU, his own party and the leading Coraraunist Party, then the 
CP, USA, cannot ignore this attack* From this premise the •. 
CP, USA, will prob&hly than go into a discussion of the need 
for inner-party'democracy and follow up with an attack on 
the cult of the individual* 

GG 582 ij.--S father advised on March 27 * 1956, that 
in a recent conversation with MAX WEISS, who is in charge of 
education for the CP, USA, WEISS voiced the following 
complaint against the Russians* WEISS stated that the 
CP, USA, has followed the CPSU blindly* Yet when the CPSU 
changes policy such as its recent attack on STALIN, no 
advance notice is given to the CP, USA, before it is leaked 
to the press* WEISS stated that the CP, USA, will complain 
to the CPSU that it does not want to be a stooge any longer, 
that the CPSU is not telling the CP, USA, enough, and that 
some of the problems of the CPSU were not solely Russian 
problems 0 
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Memo 

NY 100-26603-Ci+O 


Reference is made to the memo of SA I I 

~| d ated 2/8/56, to which was attached the report of 
\ setting forth details of a rally for the 232 nd 
Anniversary of the "Daily Worker" and "The Worker." 


This report was discussed with the informant on 
2/17/56, and it was pointed out to him that he had the name 
ABNER GREEN and the name 'ABNER BERRY set out in the report 
and Itrwas difficult to ascertain which was the correct 
name. The informant stated that ABNER BERRY was at the 
meeting and that any reference in the report to ABNER GREEN 
should be ABNER BERRY 0 


The name ABNER GREEN or just GREEN is set out 
as follows in the reports 


COPIES CONTINUED 

].-NY 100-9595 ( WILLIAM WE JE TSTONE) (7-5) be 
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NY 100-26603-Clj.O 


"Page 3 ) paragraph 1|. 

10 age Ij., paragraph 3 and 8. 

Page 5s paragraph 2. 

Page 8, paragraph 2, 

Page 9, paragraph 5 and 7* 

Page 12, paragraph 5« 

It is requested that all agents r 
a copy of this memo made the appropriate co 
by inserting the name ABNER BERRY or BERRY 
paragraphs» 


eceiving 
rrections 
in the above 
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FBI RADIOGRAM 


TO:_ BURMA AND NEW YQpy __ PATH: 3/L/^6 

FROM:_ saw franctsog _ 

/ 0 <?/ 

^ D & F B E EE D 

CP, ASA, PART YUN^ IS-G. SF TWO TWO THREE TWO HASH S# ADVISED THAT ON 
FEB. 2B last, JOSEPH STARS BIN, CURRENTLY ON LECTURE TOUR IN CALIFORNIA, MET 
"WITH WILLIAM SCTOI WAN, GffiMI OF CP THIRTEENTH DISTRICT, AT CPH, £F. 

IN DISCUSSING TOAR, STAROBIN ASKS SGHNEEISMAN FOR OHNEON AS TO WHETHER HE SHOULD 
DISCUSS TWENTIETH CP USSR GQB2RESS. SCHNUBERMAN'S REPLY WAS THAT STAROBIN 
SHOULD NDT TALK ON RUSSIA WHEN HE DEED TO TALK ON CHim. HE ELABORATED THAT ' 
STAROHTNM3Y GET QUESTIONS REGARDING THE PARTY CONGRESS DURING THE QUESTION AND 
ANSNEE PERIOD AND SHOULD ANSWER THESE AS THEY COSE UP. SCHNEIDERIAN WARNED STAROBIN 
THAT BE MAY HAVE SOME BAD MEETINGS AND CONTINUED THAT WHEN HE WA5IH NEW YORK 
LAST WEEK EUGENE DENNIS TOLD HEM THAT CP WAS TO HAVE A BOARD MEETING THERE THIS 
WEEK TO DISCUSS THE TWENTIETH CONGRESS AND IN THE MEANTIME THE USTRIGTS COULD 
ALSO ttSCHSS IT, BUT THERE WERE TOSS NO PUBLIC MEETINGS AT WHICH ANYONE WE LL SPEAK 
m THAT TOPIC UNTIL AFTER THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE CONSUMES IT. 


lQO^I^>**f£0 ft* 


Photographic Vfcrl . Qt;Rr 
Completed on uivo 8 

By Photo Lab. O. Reid Division 
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CODE WORK:. 
OPERATOR:__ 


TOR: I0«3.0an 3/2/56 
TOn- 9;45am 3/3/g6 


If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, 
it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic 
systems. 


OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


- UNTIED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-81;) 


DATE: March 2, 1956 


FROM: SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (100-30717) 


SUBJECT: CP, USA - PARTI LINE 
IS - C 


3Q-r3p7 


SF ll;25-S* provided the following information 
concerning a California State Board meeting held on 
February 25, 1956, immediately after the return to 
California of WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN, District 13 Chairman 
of the Communist Party (CP) from New York City, where 
he met with Communist leaders* 

_ SCHNEI DERMAN in referring to a report given by 

I I referred to it as mainly a report on 3 

magazines, the ’Guardian," the 'Monthly Review," and the_ 

"American Socialist*" SCHNEIDEBKAN' indicated that I I 

gave charac terizati ons of these three periodicals and in 
summarizing t characterizations of the "Guardian" 

stated that it has a certain leftist approach on some 
questions and a sort of negative attitude toward labor* 

"You know what its line is on elections and so on*" a -ye 

2- Bureau (100-3-81;) (REG) /0O"?£T5- 

<^JP*New York (CP - PARTI LINE) (REG) tCrt>'%0£~7 

1- New York (NATIONAL GUARDIAN) (REG) Mo-frC/SPif fxAvJX* 

1- New York (SOCIALIST UNION OF AMERICA) (REG) 1 ^ ~ 

1- Detroit (SOCIALIST UNION OF AMERICA) (REG) Iff ?/•*/> 

1- Minneapolis (REG) 1-Ohicago (REG) / 

1- Los Angeles (REG) Photographic Work ( 

1- SF (NATIONAL GUARDIAN (100-31356) Completsd on a/W-, r 1pi -x 

1- SF (SOCIALIST UNION OF AMERICA) / % Fh A°Ppk^AietdDMM 

1- SF (CP -USA - PARTI LINE) ®jL 

*—uchho_M_indexep,^-1 


{ J 

>//57V& .ry 


WIVR/lps S-l 
( 12 ) 


SEARCHED- 

SERIALIZED. 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-8U) 

. FROM: SAC, SF (100-30717) 

EEs CP, USA - PARTI LINE 

He spoke of it having a friendly attitude toward 
the Soviet Union, but is critical of the CP in a guarded 
way and that its attacks (on the CP USA) are such as are 
in keeping with the trends* He mentioned that the general 
characterization of this publication is that ’’these people are 
part of the Socialist minded left and are the ones with which 
you would obviously want to have close relations with*” 

SCENEIDERMAN described the ’’Monthly Review” as 
being circulated mainly on campuses and among professional 
people* Its point of view is. ”a sort of radical indivi¬ 
dualism*” SCHNEH3ERLIAN indicated that the report that he 
was speaking of considered the ’’Monthly Review” to have a 
rather superior attitude toward labor as it dees not see the 
role of labor as a decisive thing and therefore does not 
pay much attention to it* Its attitude toward the Soviet 
Bhion is friendly, but apparently it attacked the Soviet Union 
by publishing articles by a JOSHUA KUNITZ (PH). 

SCBNEIDEHMAN indicated that the "Monthly Review” 
has an attitude toward the Party which is sharply critical, 
but not red baiting* The publication has taken a strong 
position in the defense of civil liberties and includes the 
defense of Communists* 

^Concerning the "American Socialist”, SOHNEIDEHMAk 
spoke of it as a magazine published by a group that broke 
away from the SWP in January. (the Socialist Union of 

America), headed by a l 1 SCHNE3DEHMAN advised b 

that the line of this publication is to break the masses ' 
away from the Stalinists and to penetrate the left 
organizations. He indicated parenthetically that that is 
the line of the other frotskyite movement* He indicated 
that it was the line of this grpup to infiltrate the Party 
and the left masses and separate them from the Stalinists 
and that their position regarding the Soviet Union is much 
more "skilled” than that of the Si'/P, He described it as anti- 
Sovietism and therefore does not appear to be so holatile 
to the Capitalists, but that is actually a matter of tactics* 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (tOO-3-81:) 
FROM: SAC, SF (100-50717) 

RE: OP, USA - PARTI LINE) 


He indicated this publication takes a strong stand 
on economic issues and attacks the Party from the left. 

SCfiNEIDERMAN indicated that the report emphasized 
that the important thing about this group as differentiated 
from the others is that it has a trade union base* 
SCHNEIDEEMAN indicated that in Detroit a large number of 
local officials of the United Auto Workers Union (UAW) 
g3t the magazine. He indicated that he did not know how 
they got it, but that it is reported on the desks of many 
local officials this magazine is found. 


b6 

b7C 


SCHlffilDEEMAN indicated that the anti-rReuther 
forces (WALTER REUTHER, President, UAW) are those that are 
in the grouping ar ound t he "American Socialist." SCHNEIDBEMAN 
indicated that the| |of the organization that publishes 
the magazine jg | I (PH), a I I of EMIL MA ZE!, 

act ive in the UAW. He further identified ! l as 

the | | of the Michigan Committee against the ______________ Act 

(PH). He continued that he was toid that there had been 
some united frnry h in which the Party participated apparently 
with! 


SCHNEHEHMAN indicated that there is an individual 
in Minneapolis who is head of the Progressive Party and who 
has written either letters or articles in the "National 
Guardian", who has supported the "American Socialist." He 
continued that the "American Socialist"'has an ideological 
influence on the "Monthly Review" because these two 
publications exchange correspondence which is published by 
each* 


SCHNEIDERMAN stated that these three publications 
(the '‘National Guardian"., the "Ivfont hly Review " and the 
"American Socialist") got in on the ~[ PH) case and 

are pushing it. He added that whau hit the CP most 
shockingly was what happened in regards to the Debs 
Centennial. He indicated that the three publications and 
I. L. STONES weekly got together and sponsored a Debs 
Centennial meeting and froze the CP out*' He stated that 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-81:) 

FROM: SAC, SF (100-30717) 

RE: CP, USA - PARTI LIKE 

the Party did not even know about the plans until they were 
publically announced. He stated that the '‘Daily Worker" 
then wrote a letter to the sponsoring committee asking for 
participation as another left publication, but that it was 
decided not to include the "Worker" because plans had 
progressed so far* 

SCHNEIDERIAN indicated that they feel themselves 
to be organizations of the left without the CP and that they 
do not want to be identified and handicapped by the Party 
because the Party is identified in the public mind with a 
foreign power. Whether they believe it is or not is irrelative 
because in the public mind the Party is tied to a foreign 
power. SCHNEIDEKMAN indicated that these groups feel that 
the CP has made a number of mistakes with which they do not 
want to be identified* 

SCHNEIDERMAN expressed the opinion that it is clear 
that these people stepped into a-vacuum which was created 
partly by our own errors and weaknesses when the Party was 
under attack and ■when their ability to function was consi¬ 
derably handicapped* He stated that in the ' report it was 
proposed that our policy should be in alignment with the 
"Monthly Review" and the "Guardian" and the forces around 
them* 


When questioned SCHNEIDERIAN spoke of it as an 
alliance with the "Monthly Review" and the "Guardian" and 
that in regard to the "American Socialist"' the Party approach 
should be to try to win the supporters away from the 
"American Socialist*" He stated that the Party should 
strenghten their personal and political relations with the 
leaders and engage in personal and political discussions 
in the press with them* This appeared to be the feeling 
regarding the "National Guardian" as he continued by saying 
that in connection with the "Monthly Review'? there is a need 
for political and ideological discussion. SCHNEIDERFAN felt 
that the Party is obliged to stop ignoring the existence of 
the "Monthly Review*." 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-810 
FROM: SAC, SF (100^30717) 
SUBJECT: CP, USA - PARTI LINE 
IS - C 


SCHNEIDERIAN pointed out that in regard to the 
“American Socialist" the Party position should he to reject 
the conscious Trotskyites. The Party should differentiate 
between those who are trade union leaders because trade 
unionists can not be denounced.as Trotskyites, they must 
be considered as trade unionists keeping in mind they play 
as leaders of unions* SCpEUffiHMAN pointed out that.the 
Party must try to develop a constant vigilance against 
Trotskyites and differentiate between those who are 
Trotskyites and those who are honest leaders sincerely 
interested in Socialism. 

SCHNEIDEEMAN reiterated that the Party must win 
away the supporters of the "American Socialist" who see the 
magazine as a supporter of Socialism and that this must be 
done in time for the 1956 elections. 

SCHNEIDERIAN stated that GENE (DENNIS?) in his 
remarks said that the Party should add to the Socialist 
left certain national Socialist groups who have a long 
tradition on Socialism and also the youth groups. I 
gather he meant not only the Labor Youth League,' but also 
the union people who have a curiosity and interest in 
Socialism, because it is a matter of interest in public 
discussion. SCHNEIDEEMAN stated also "they should get to 
what he (DENNIS) called the ’individual non—Party Marxist* 

■who for one reason or another are not in the Party." 
SCHNEIDEHrlAN recalled that he (DENNIS?) made a very strong 
point that the "American Socialist" should not be included 
in the same group with the other Socialist minded left. 

SCHNEIDERKAN recalled that he (DENNIS?) sharpened up 
the point in the report about conducting an uncompromising 
struggle against them while at the same time influencing their 
followers. SCHNEIDEEMAN felt that this group continues to 
be an official representative in this country of the world 
Trotskyite movement. SCHNEIDERMAN stated that he had no 
ready answers on how to extend Party influence into the 
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other left groups, but he was specific in stating that Party 
tactics have to be conducted in such a way that it is clear 
to the Party that we have not abandoned our uncompromising 
ideological opposition to Trotskyism. 

It appears of interest that during the discussion 
at State Headquarters concerning the meeting in Mew York, 
SCHNEIDERJtAN stated "I told FRED (FINE?) that he remembered 
two years ago when there was discussion in the Party of 
entering into coalition with the Socialists and that the 
reaction was for the Party to wait until the Socialists 
come to the Party." 

Also' during this discussion DOROTHY WF.AT.V made 
the point that the registration figures of the Party will 
show that the great bulk of the current members have no 
knowledge of the Trotskyites and that the CP is going to 
have to start by making sure that it understands the 
Trotskyites. 

At another time in this conference SCHNEIDERIAN 
spoke of the new Party policy as be.ing aimed at re-establishing 
the leadership of the CP over the people of the left or the 
Socialist minded people that already exist including both the 
old-time Socialists and the people who are moving to open up 
a greater curiosity about Socialism. 
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CP, USA - IS - C. DAYLET. RE MY TEL MARCH SIXTH, FIFTY SIX. 

CG FIVE EIGHT TWO FOUR S ADVISED TODAY THAT CP NATIONAL EOARD 
MEETING ON MARCH SIXTH, FIFTY SIX, WAS ATTENDED BY SAME CP 
FUNCTIONARIES WHO ATTENDED MEETING ON MARCH FIFTH, FIFTY SIX, 
WITH EXCEPTION OF BEN DAVIS, WHO WAS SICK, CARL WINTER, WHO 
HAD RETURNED TO DETROIT BEFORE MEETING, AND JACK STACHEL, WHOSE 
ABSENCE WAS NOT EXPLAINED AT THE MEETING. DEBATE CONTINUED 
THROUGHOUT THE DAY CONCERNING THE RECENT SOVIET CP CONGRESS, 

MAIN PURPOSE WAS TO ANALYZE WHAT HAD BEEN SAID AT THE SAID 
CONGRESS AND TO DETERMINE HOW TO APPLY "THE NEW LINE" IN THE CP, 
USA. THE MEETING AS A GROUP ENDORSED THE ENTIRE "NEW LINE," 
STATING "THE RUSSIAN SYSTEM IS RIGHT AND WILL BE VICTORIOUS." 

THE CP, USA TOOK CREDIT FOR HAVING AIDED THE RUSSIANS BY HAVING 
STATED PREVIOUSLY THAT AMERICAN IMPERIALISM IS A THREAT TO THE 
WORLD, REGARDING KHRUSCHEV'S STATEMENT THAT "CO-EXISTENCE IS 
POSSIBLE AND WAR IS NOT INEVITABLE," THERE WAS SHARP CONTROVERSY. 
IT WAS NOTED THAT BETWEEN NINETEEN FORTY SIX AND NINETEEN FORTY 
EIGHT "SOME PEOPLE HERE," INCLUDING FOSTER, HAD FELT THAT WAR 
IS INEVITABLE. IT WAS AGREED THAT SUCH OPINION IS ERRONEOUS. 





- 2 - 

THE MAJOR QUESTION BEFORE THE MEETING WAS WHETHER SOCIALISM CAN 
BE ACHIEVED WITHOUT FORCE AUTO VIOLENCE. THE MEETING BELIEVED 
KHRUSCHEV HAD ITALY AND FRANCE PARTICULARLY IN MIND WHEN HE 
MENTIONED THAT "CO-EXISTENCE IS POSSIBLE AND WAR IS NOT IN¬ 
EVITABLE." THE COMMUNIST PARTIES IN ITALY AND FRANCE ARE 
"CLOSEST TO POWER." TO ACHIEVE ULTIMATE SUCCESS, THESE COM¬ 
MUNIST PARTIES MUST FORM A UNITED FRONT WITH SOCIALIST AND 
LIBERAL PARTIES. THIS COULD NOT BE EFFECTED HOWEVER IF THE 
ITALIAN AND FRENCH COMMUNIST PARTIES SHOULD ADVOCATE FORCE AND 
VIOLENCE, FOR THIS REASON RUSSIA WILL ALLOW THESE COMMUNIST 
PARTIES TO DISCARD THE THEORY OF FORCE AND VIOLENCE, A BIG 
ISSUE AROSE CONCERNING ALLEGED KHRUSCHEV REMARK THAT "IN SOME 
CAPITALISTIC COUNTRIES, PEOPLE MAY HAVE TO USE FORCE AND 
VIOLENCE." DENNIS TOOK POSITION THAT KHRUSCHEV INTENDED TO REFER 
TO USA IN THIS REMARK, AND CONSEQUENTLY HAD NOT INTENDED TO 
INCLUDE THE USA IN HIS OTHER STATEMENT THAT "CO-EXISTENCE IS 
POSSIBLE AND WAR IS NOT INEVITABLE," (WINTER HAD AGREED WITH 
DENNIS ON THIS POINT AT THE PREVIOUS MEETING.) THE MAJORITY AT 
THE MEETING VIGOROUSLY OPPOSED DENNIS' AND WINTER'S INTERPRETATION. 


4- 


THEY STATED IT WOULD BE SUICIDE FOR THE CP, USA TO ADVOCATE 
ANYTHING BUT A PEACEFUL TRANSITION TO SOCIALISM, THEY STATED 
FURTHER THAT CP, USA "WILL HAVE TO GET OUT AND SAY SO." THE 
OFFICIAL CP, USA LINE WILL BE THAT KHRUSCHEVS REMARKS APPLY TO 
THE USA. IT WAS ADMITTED THAT THERE MIGHT BE SOME CRITICISM OF 
THIS "PEACEFUL TRANSITION LINE" WHEN QUESTIONS ARE ASKED SUCH AS 
"WHAT ABOUT YOUR HELPERS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD WHO WANT TO OVER¬ 
THROW THEIR GOVERNMENTS?" THE CP, USA HEREAFTER WILL BE A 
LOUD-VOICED EXPONENT OF PACIFISM, OPPOSING VIOLENCE, AND WILL 
POINT TO THE FACT THAT LONG BEFORE THE RUSSIAN CONGRESS FOSTER, 
DURING THE COURSE OF THE CP TRIAL, STATED THE CP, USA IS OPPOSED 
TO FORCE AND VIOLENCE, (IT IS BELIEVED THAT HE WAS REFERRING 
TO THE FIRST CP TRIAL IN NY,) CONCERNING STALIN, THE CP, USA 
AGREES WITH THE RUSSIAN LEADERS THAT "STALIN HAD INJURED THE 
SOVIET LEADERSHIP AND DISTORTED THE CONCEPT OF INNER PARTY 
POSITION." THE CP, USA, HOWEVER, NOT DESIRING TO APPEAR TO BE 
"MOSCOW PUPPETS," WILL NOT BE THE FIRST TO ATTACK STALIN. THEY 
"CAN'T JUMP TOO FAST,". THE CP, USA AT THIS MEETING ALSO TOOK 
CREDIT FOR IMPEDING US ACTIVITY IN THE KOREAN WAR, STATING 
THAT IT HAD DONE SO "BY MOBILIZING PEACE SENTIMENT" IN THE USA. 


• • 
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IN APRIL, FIFTY SIX, THERE WILL BE A PLENUM OF THE CP, USA 
NATIONAL COMMITTEE AT WHICH THE CP, USA PROGRAM ADOPTED IN 
NINETEEN FIFTY FOUR WILL BE CRITICIZED, AND MISTAKES THEREIN 
ADMITTED. UNTIL SUCH TIME NO ONE PRESENT AT INSTANT NATIONAL 
BOARD MEETING MAY REPORT TO ANYONE THAT THERE WAS DISAGREEMENT 
AT THE SAID MEETING CONCERNING THE INTERPRETATION OF THE "NEW 
LINE." TO THEIR INDIVIDUAL DISTRICT ORGANIZATIONS, THOSE AT 
INSTANT MEETING MAY QUOTE ONLY THE REPORT ON THE RUSSIAN CONGRESS 
AS PRESENTED BY MAX WEISS, BEFORE DENNIS SUBMITS’A GENERAL REPORT 
TO THE APRIL PLENUM CONCERNING THE RUSSIAN CONGRESS AND THE 
AGENDA AT INSTANT NATIONAL BOARD MEETING, HE MUST SUBMIT IT TO 
THE NATIONAL BOARD FOR APPROVAL. TODAY AT THE MEETING OF EASTERN 
DISTRICT ORGANIZERS, SAID ORGANIZERS WILL BE GIVEN ONLY "THE 
RUSSIAN VIEW" AS EXPOUNDED BY THE SOVIET LEADERS. DENNIS IS VERY 
UPSET AS A RESULT OF HAVING BEEN VIGOROUSLY OPPOSED AT THE MEET¬ 
ING. DENNIS REQUESTED CG FIVE EIGHT TWO FOUR S TO GO TO TORONTO, 
CANADA, TO CONTACT |~ | CANADIAN CP LEADER, IMMEDIATELY 

UPON | ~| RETURN FROM ABROAD TO CANADA, DENNIS DESIRES TO 

ASCERTAIN FROM | | PERSONALLY WHAT HAPPENED AT THE SAID RUSSIAN 
CONGRESS. 

KELLY 
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TO: - BUREAU, MEW YORK AMD CHICAGO — 
FROM: _ saw pranctsc^T deferr ed 



DATE:. 3/22 


OP,, USA, PARTY LIKE, IS-C: DAYLET. SF OKE POUR TWO FIVE DASH S^ 

ASTERISK 'ADVISED OH MARCH TWENTY, PIPTYSIX THAT WILLIAM SCHHEIMB&I1 , 

13 - / y 

CHAIRMAN CP DISTRICT THIRTEEN, IN CONVERSATION WITH 


^’C 13 

NATIONAL CP TRADE UNION DIRECTOR, STATED THAT THE PARTY IN CAUg7 s> y is 

.Zsfcu. 17 

NEEDS AN EVALUATION, OP THE TWENTIETH CONGRESS AND ALSO A GUIDE^ASW. IS 

JSt C. U 


TO HOW THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE OP THE CP PROPOSES TO DISCUSS ITrffljfiWi / 


THE PROBLEMS RAISED AS A RESULT OP THE TWENTIETH CONGRESS. 


•bo 


PROTESTED THAT HE WAS NOT PREPARED TO GIVE A COMPLETE REPORT ON 
THE CONGRESS AND EXPLAINED THAT THE NATE ONAL LEADERS WERE ALL OUT 0 P 
TOWN FOR THE WEEKEND BEFORE HE LEFT NEW YORK. SCHNEIDERIAN EXPRESSED 
DISAPPOINTMENT TO LEARN THIS AND STATED THAT THE QUOTE DAILY PEOPLE’S 
WORLD END QUOTE IS MOST IMPATIENT ABOUT HANDLING STORIES CONCERN¬ 
ING THE TWENTIETH CONGRESS AND THAT HE, SCHNEIDEBMAN, CAN NO LONGER 
-RESTRAIN THEM. SCHNEIDERIAN CONTINUED THAT HE EXPECTED [ | TO 

BE ABLE TO TELL HIM QUOTE IP WE ARE SUPPOSED TO BE ON OUR OWN OUT 
HERE IN DISCUSSING THE CONGRESS OR HAS THE NATIONAL CENTER DECIDED 
A LINE ON IT QUESTION MARK UNQUOTE. SCHNEIDEBMAN EXPRESSED HIS 
POSITION REGARDING THE CONGRESS AS ONE WHICH WOULD PRESERVE THE 

CONGRESS AS A GREAT HISTORIC EVENT IN THE GROWTH AND PRQGEESS^QE 
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureauy 
it is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau’s cryptographic 
systems. 



FBI RADIOGRAM 

TO:_ DATE:_ 

FROM:__ 

PAGE TWO 

SOCIALISM AND TO NOT ALLOW A DIVERSION INTO THE OVERPLAYED ATTACKS 
ON STALIN. | | REITERATED THAT THE NATEONAL OFFICE HAD MADE NO 

DECISION ON ANY TREATMENT TO BE GIVEN THE TWENTIETH CONGRESS OR 
QUOTE THE SPEECH WHICH WE KNOW KHRUSHCHEV MADE IN THE EXECUTIVE 
SESSION UNQUOTE PERIOD. | | REVEALED THAT JUST AS HE LEFT NY 

THE PARTY. HAD DECIDED THE COMPLETE TEXT IN GERMAN OF I l »S 

STATEMENT AND HAD NOT FINISHED TRANSLATING IT. I I STATED THAT 

HE WOULD NOT TAKE A POSITION ON ANYTHING SO MOMENTOUS AND THAT ALL 
THAT SCHNEIDERMAN COULD DO AT THE PRESENT TIME WOULD BE TO SPECULATE. 
SCHNEIDERMAN REVEALED HE WAS UNDER PRESSURE FROM COMMUNISTS IN CALIF 
WHO ARE PRESSING FOR EXPLANATIONS OF THE STORIES THEY ARE READING IN 
THE COMMERCIAL PRESS AND ADMITTED THAT DESPITE THE OBVIOUS EXAGGERA¬ 
TIONS QUOTE THERE APPEARS TO BE MORE TRUTH AT THE BASIS OF THESE 
REPORTS THAN THERE USUALLY IS UNQUOTE. 
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SAC, NEW YORK (100-79717) (12-14) DATES 3/28/56 


SUBJECT : CP, USA 

POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 
IS - C 


Identity of Source 


Date and Description 
of Activity 


Date Contacted 


I who has 
furnished reliable 
information in the past 
(co nc e al) 

Meeting entitled, ’’The 
Meaning of the XX 
Congress CPSU, ” held 
at Yugoslav Hall, 3/23/56, 

3/24/56 


1 «r"NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 
1 - NY 


DR :'cml 

( 20 ) 


(P&C) (12-Ui.) 

Io0-568o6 4 —\ (7-5) 

100-79967 i 19) 

100-9308 I | (12-16) 

IOO- 8 O 6 I 4 .O (CP,USA NEGRO QUESTION) (12-14) 

97-169 (PUBLISHER'S NEW PRESS, INC.) (7-2) 

100-81752 (COMPROS) (7-5) 

100-94768 (YUGOSLAV AMERICAN COOPFRATIVP HOME) (18) 
IOO-IO 7 I 4 .I 9 (EMERGENCY CIVIL LIBERTIES COMMITTEE) (7r2) 
100-87211 (CP,USA FACTIONALISM) (12-14) 

100-70535 f I ) ( 12 - 14 ) 

100-95583 (CP LINE) (12-D+) 

100-106495 (FREEDOM OP PRESS COMMITTFE) (7-2) 

100-37330 I I ) (12-14) 

100- . f |(LNU)) (W,P,50»s,5 , 3'Sl50 lbs, white 

hair) ( 12 - 14 ) 

100-107207 H . I ) (12-14) ^ ^ 

100-68721 I J ) (20-11) J/u 

I00-8PS26 \ R12-15) 

100-128217) I I (LNTT7) (12-14) 
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Agent contacting 
Pile where located 


(orally) 


instant 


informant identified the following individuals 
as present at this meeting: 


(Section Organizer, Greenwich 

•_JLLLlage CP Section)_ 

|_| (who advised | | the 

Interscience Co. was attempting 
to discharge him because of 
long absence from work duB to 

_ illness) _ 

I I Greenwich 

_ _ILLULage CP Section) 

1 |(LNU) (W,F,50*s,5i3"> 150 lbs., heavy, 

white hair, dark comp lexion) 
who was introduced t o I I 

by | | who stated!|would 

. soon be a guest speaker at 
informants CP club. 

informants oral report of this meeting 
was forwarded to the Bureau by air tel, 3/25/56, which 
reads' as follows: 

On the evening of 3/23/£6, 1 I who 

has furnished reliable information in the past, attended 
a meeting entitled, ”The Meaning of the XX$h Congress, 
CPSn." This meeting was held in the Main Hall of -the 
Yugoslav American Cooperative Home, Inc*, 14-0*5 West 1 

41st Street, NYC, and was allegedly sponsored by the 
Manhattan Freedom of the Press Committee, although 
determined at a meeting of the Greenwich 
Village CP Section, held 3/14/56, that this was ”an 
all out meeting” for Party members. 
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_ I _|was contacted orally by SA I I 

_on 3 / 2 I 4 -/ 56 , at which time she gave the account, 

set out below, of this open CP meeting (informant . 
took extensive stenographic notes of pertinent portions 
of the major speeches, which she will transcribe and 
make available to the WYO): 


Informant arrived at the me'eting at 8:30 p.m. 
and found the hall filled to capacity with many 
individuals standing. The balcony, with a legal 
capacity of 100, was. also filled. Informant estimates 
total attendance at this meeting to be about 700 , 


The | | of the meeting, I 

was making introductory comments as informant found 


a seat. | ~| introduced BEN DAVIS (DV0SIN) as "the 

Chairman of the Manhattan CP," 


DV0SIN, addressing the gathering as "Comrades 
and friends," stated the current press drive was lagging 
and we must get out and get subscriptions. He 
pointed out that in view of the interest in the recent 
Congress of the CPSU and the evaluation of the reports 
of the Congress, "The Worker" and "Daily Worker" should 
be easy to sell* 

DV0SIN described a meeting to be held on 
the evening of 3/28/56 by the Emergency Civil Liberties 
Committee as "a very important mass rally" and urged 
those assembled to attend. 


The following resolution was read by DV0SIN 
and approved by the assembled gathering: 


"That this body go on record as expressing 
concern regarding the present situation in the South 
and that the sense of this meeting be incorporated 
in a resolution to be sent to President EISENHOWER 



Memo to SAC, NEW YORK 
Wf 100-79717 


DATE: 3/28/^6 


urging presidential action, as well as federal inter¬ 
vention, and that a message of support he sent to 
the brave Negro and white supporters of the struggle 
in Montgomery, Alabama." 

Informant commented that in her Party 
experience she has never seen so few Negroes represented 
at an enlarged CP open meeting of this type, 
estimated there were less than £0 Negroes present 
and this turn out must be a matter of extreme concern 
to Party leaders. 

_ The p rincipa l speaker was in troduced 'by 

l as "the | | of the CP 

of NY, GEORGE BIAK 17 (CHARNEY)," Prior to this 
introduction, paper and pencils had been passed out 
to the.audience for the purpose of inscribing questions 
resulting from CHARNFY’S speech that would be answered 
at the conclusion of the speech. 

CHARNEY addressed the audience "Comrades 
and friends," and stated the XXth Congress of the 
CPSU has had a profound impact on the peoples of 
the Capitalist and Socialist worlds. It is too 
early to determine the real impact, which will be 
slow to take form, however, we should begin to 
evaluate the significance of the XXth Congress„ 

CHARNEY stated the CP will spend much time in discussing 
the- XXth Congress and "thrashing out" its full meaning. 

CHARNEY stated his remarks would be based 
on the main report of Soviet First Secretary KHRUSHCHEV 
t’o the XXth Congress, CPSTJ, as well as published 
reports of Premier BULGANIN, FT A.L, CHARNEY stated 
complete copies of these reports would be made 
available soon and commented bhe reports appeared in 
"For a Lasting Peace For A Peoples* Democracy"- (Cominform 
English Language Publication), 
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|_|advised CH^RNEY'S speech was then 

divided into four general topics and they are listed 
as follows with highlight believed pertinent by 
informant: 


1» Reports of the XXth Congress, CPSU 
and what they mean in terms of relationship of 
Socialist and Capitalist world. 

The Soviet Congress means there will be 
more of a separation between world Communist Parties* 
Parties will be more independent and stand more on. 
their own feet. The Soviet Congress has put an end 
to the whole theory of the Comintern,, although there 
will now be a free interexchange among world 
Communist Parties. The broad concept of Socialism 
has been much more accepted in recent years throughout 
the world. Each Party in each country has the 
responsibility to evaluate the situation for itself 
and to reject '‘dogmatism” and in our own Party we 
must encourage the freest possible atmosphere to discuss 
and criticize ideas. 

The Soviet Union economically has advanced 
far ahead of the US (CHARNEY quoted recent press reports 
of Soviet economic progress)-. The US has passed 
its peak of industrial power and is now losing world 
markets. 


The people of the TJS, and the /merican 
press, are beginning to see Communism is not the real 
danger but that the DULLES Foreign Policy is the re^l 
threat of war. People are beginning to understand 
the CP does not stand for force and violence in the 
n S and it never has. 
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2, An estimate of the affect of the Soviet 
Congress on the present International situation. 

There should be a shift in world opinion 
regarding the comparative merits of the Socialist 
and Capitalist system. The whole section of the 
report'dealing with the advance in the struggle for 

peace was ..most inspiring and helped to confirm our 
own estimate of the role of American Imperialism 
in its drive for world domination. 

3. The theoretical propositions discussed 
in the reports. 

We see now that war is not inevitable and 
neutralist countries, particularly India, have emerged 
as great powers. We must be realistic when we say 
war is not inevitable - there was a sober approach 
to this question in the (Soviet) Congress. There 
is a possibility of waa? and a danger of war* We 
must continue and strengthen the peoplesi struggle for 
peace, for this is the only guarantee of no war. 

We must transfer the unstable peace into a lasting 
peace. 


There are new forms on the road to socialism. 
We now realise there can be a. peaceful and parliamentary 
pass to socialism. We can be proud^of the role of 
our own Party in developing our position for a 
peaceful constitutional pass to socialism - a theory 
developed in 19^-6 by DFNNIS and POSTER, 

We must convert the US Congress from an 
instrument of bourgeois democracy to an instrument of 
people's socialism. We believe such a possibility 
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exists and we work for it- our Party plans to form 
a pure anti-monoply coalition. 

The whole meaning of KHRir^HOH^V was, to 
examine the world for new forms of achieving 
socialism - forms not corresponding to forms developed 
elsewhere. 

L}., The position 01 S ST/LIN. 

The matter of ST/LIN 1 S evaluation in the 
light of the Soviet Congress has been most difficult 
and complex to the Party, The (US) Party*s discussion 
has produced three trends: 

1, Some blindly defend ST/LIN, 

2, Some go to the extreme of devaluating 
him and 

3, Some take the ’’balanced approach. 


The ’’balanced view”, not overlooking 
ST/LIN’S great achievement, but also not overlooking 
his serious weaknesses, has tentatively been agreed 
upon in Party discussions. There is no authoritabivo 
collective judgement as yet. In my own mind chere is 
no doubt that great achievements will be historically 
associated with ST/LIN - especially in connection with 
building socialism in the Soviet Union -* one of the 
greatest achievements of all time. It is one thing 
to recognize this but there may still be a tendency 
to underestimate ST/'LIN’S errors - a full discussion 
is necessary. ST/LIN’S biggest weakness was lack 
of collective leadership. 
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* _ stated that CHARNEY’S speech 

ended at this point (10:4.0 P.M„) and questions were 
then received from the audience. It was necessary 
for informant to depart from the meeting at this 
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; ‘ Reiiabilltyi Wiio nas furnished reliable 

information In the past. m . - 

Bate of Activity! Report dated 3/9/56* 

. ■ Date Received! 3/12/5 p»— --—. 

Received Bvt SAl __1 

v Location! I L 

3!he information contained in this report 
should not be disseminated outside of the Bureau 
Unless it Is paraphrased* .. \ 7 

' 3Jhe informant-reported a conversation he had 

Yiith WILLIAM PATTERSON concerning, the governments action 

trith respect to denying Social Security benefits in 
certain instances to Communists. ■' ; , • 
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Report 


Patterson on. question 


of social security an* 
Communists 


m 

id < 


convicted. 


March 9> 1956 
Mew York . 


William Patterson told me that the question 
of the ogvernments position on staging the paying of 
Social Security to Communist party members, is a very 
serious thing, X be live that something should he done 
about the revoking of payments, to Communists* Xhis ^. 
action hy the government is a kind of yengenee, It is 
not the money the government is interested in, s 

"The aim of the reactionaries, is to instil tear in the 
p^oplfe by oraclving Whip of &epf&Yittg> people of 
social security if they dare to, di s sagree with the 
imperialist policies , of the administration^ We must - 
' fi#it against this hew Me Carthy device as hard as m can. 

: Patterson said that he is now trying to work out a,:plan 
for a national movement to fight the taking- away - ... - - 

of social security from people "who paid for tMa - 
. insurance and who are. entitled to get it Where it s 
due to- them," -. 

, Patterson told me that he : is now working °n the case . 

Of restoring the social security to the Bittelmans, He 
Said that on the 7th of March there Will he a meeting 
in. Croton? N t, on. the question of stopping paying; social 
Security, to the Bitfelmans; that at this, meeting We will 
try to organise a delegation to Washington to <t 

restoration of social security payments to the Bittelmans* 



■SaSStWgoverment,. It would te. of great, help,to have > 
on such delegations all kindof pdople«hot only progressives* 


X. Mprris 
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March 25, X956 


estate. Chairman of Communist Pariyof New Yoi*k r George. Blake 


EComrades and Friendsi 


The 20th Congress has had a profound impact on the peoples of 
the Capitalist and Socialist worlds* This has'been reflected in the press 
of every' country,,’including our own,the observations of diplomatic leaders, 
in the Congress of the U.S., by the comments of John Foster Dulles at’the 
recent hearings, in,many different ways. Perhaps it is best summed up in a 
comment that appeared in the Sunday Tribune of February 2 6 by one of their 
leading commentators, [ | who said, n lhe 20th Congunist Pahty 

Congress in Moscow emerged as one of the most important development in 20 
years." . v , 


It is difficult to determine what its impace has been on the life of 
the U.S.^ As far as I can judge, it is slow to take form. I would imagine that 
this impact will grow and give expression to some tangible trends in the near 
future. There is no doubt that it has had a profound effect on our Party and 
its members, and in wide circles of sympathisers. It will take'some time, 
Comrades, to absorb the material of the 20th Congress, to learn from it. It 
will be a process that will extend over a period of time. I myself was some¬ 
what dismayed when I was originally asked to speak ata meeting of functionaries 
in Manhattan. I have a very modest approach to presenting what, views I will 
present tonight, and suggest that all we can do is begin to examine the material 
of the Congress and. its results, analyze it as well as we can, and apply it as 
well .as we can. No’ responsible person would undertake to rush to conclusions 
in connection with such a Congress as the 20th Congress. My observations are 
*that, within the Party thdre has been a two-fold‘contradictory reaction. 

f - - 

* _ On 'the one hand, Comrades have been impressed by the achievements 

registered at the Congress by*the Soviet Union, by the successes scored in^ the 
struggle for peace. Ihe new theoretical propositions that were discussed, the 
jVfhole approach to break with all vestiges of dogmatism. 

On the other hand, all of us have been profoundly agitated by the 
question of Stalin. Whoever says he hasn't 1b not honest or living in this 
world* Ibis tended to obscure the other aspects, the main aspects of-the 
Congress. The Capitalist press, especially the New YorkTimes, and I understand- 
we have one of its foremost’ representatives here tonight, have seized upon 
it to diviiNl attention from the conclusions of the 20th Congress and what the 
20th Congress represents in further advancing the struggle for peace and 
democracy and wellbeing of all peoples throughout the world. The New York 
Post has attacked the issue of Stalin for the purpose of creating demoralization 
among the left. I would say it is our function as Party members and leaders 
to set forth what views we can at this, time on the question of Stalin, within 
the framework of the over-all discussion of the 20th ‘Congress. Place the 
question of Stalin within clearer focus. Hence,, I wish to deal as briefly as. 1“ 
possibly can with four questions tonights 

(1) .Relations, of the Socialist and Capitalist worlds. 

(2) Estimate of the Congress on'the present international situation. 

'■ ( 5 ) Theoretical propositions discussed. 

( 4 ) Stalin. . ’ , , 




i wif^base my remarks on the main refft of Kruehev as wall as the * 
published reports of Bulganin, Kaiuckw: Kallinin/ 'of alt and discussion- of • 
leaders of other Communist parties. ", ' ; ^ 

(l) On the relations of the Socialist and Capitalist worlds: The 
main feature*was the crystallization of Socialism into a world picture. The new 
concept of two worlds is a mass reality* Before .the war, 17% of the world's 
territory was Socialist; today, Z%. Before, the ;-ar, $% of the world's popula- 
t-,on was Socialist; now 35%. Before the war,. 7%/of the industrial production was 
under Socialism, today, 30 %. It took 200 years for feudalism to establish its 
superiority over the slave system, and 150 years for Capitalism to establish 
its superiority over feudalism. In 35 years, Socialism is on the way to 
establishing its superiority over Capitalism. There is great historical sig¬ 
nificance in the five-year plans, the scientific achievement of the fifth 5 - 
year plan and what is contemplated in the sixth. Based on comparisons with the 
U.S*, on the basis of per capita*production, we now see within our view in the 
next period of time the establishment of the superiority of the Socialist system 
in advancing the standard of 1 living of the masses* This 5-year plan, the 5th, 
and the 6th, provide the material for the biggest shift in world relations in 
favor of Socialism. It provides material foundation for strengthening the" fight • 
xor peace and peaceful, co-existence-, for large-scale economic aid to industrialize 
•the backward countries, and for * improving political relations with Prance, Great 
3ntain, and others. 

* n ' ^e analysis of the 20th Congress, the estimate was made that 
stabilization of Capitalism is not possible. Kruachev analyzed the factors 
which delayed the development of crisis in the past period of time — the great' 
tendency on the part of the Capitalist nations, including U.S., to rely on 
the stimulants that cannot resolve a problem. The U.S. has passed its peak of 
industrial development, without the prospects of new markets. The crisis factor, 
operating more strongly than ever before. No estimate of v the development * 

of the crisis phenomena. We should assume this responsibility about the nature 
and^develop&ent of American economy. In the past we underestimated the capacity 
of the bourgeoisie to maneuver. M6 must give a great deal more attention to it. 
tie must renew our own positions. Must reexamine the thesis that increased pur- 
c lasing power might delay development of crisis factors in America. What has 
been the reaction to this? Dulles, this astonishing man, made the estimate 
tnau the changes in policy presumably reflected in the 20th Congress stem from 
weaknesses of the Soviet Union. This estimate was challenged by everybody, be¬ 
gin .ing in the hearings that were held by Senators Fullbright, by Walter Lippmann, 
and leaders of government throughout the world. In fact this estimate has been 
ridiculed by the^entire>world. It is a continuation of the Hitler theory of 
florid War II cf Soviet weakness, the theory of containment based on the estimate 
O" the xJMttaroji* existence of sharp internal strains within the Soviet Union. This 
thesis, I think I can say categorically, is "caput". The conclusion in universal 
that the Soviet Union is much stronger than it ever was before. Besides, there 

is a new phenomenon-less apprehension, and fear, and mass curiosity and doubt 

on the relative strength of capitalism and ^socialism and what the outcome would 
be in competitive struggle. Salisbury had a major apiece in the Times on Mardh 
and said many interesting'things: Perhaps we have reached a crucible water- - 
shed heypnd which our margin o? superiority will diminish. This is an extra¬ 
ordinary admission. ‘ 
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_ „ L °? lc ^.r ! ? s f zine said * " rna equilibrium is nob stable and is not in 

our favor . I thin* in this respect the impact on the American mabses as these 

the*standard ^. greater reflection will grow. The relation to the growth of 
£ tiving-'icprovement of conditions of the masses in the Soviet 

Union - increase in real wages, hOji inthe earnings of the family. The 

in ? the fLld W of°«nt^ if t- achi ^ e!De " t8 " cul t u ral—sports-phenomenal'advances . 

m the field of automation. The Alsops spoke recently of the futility of the 

creased b * bhe He said crude oil production in¬ 

creased by SOfo in Russia, 22?S in the U*S. 

A ^ , , X thin ^ Comrades, that these developments in time will help the shift 

to the whole question of the comparative merits of the two systems, rather than 

aoorS: b f" e rv the eaat and the we8t > 8nd if - i against Sectarian 
hr h I . think w ® can sa y that there are new opportunities in bxihiTixmxmttetm 
therein b^+w 188ue8 of - Boc ialiam to the masses of the American people. Recently 
•Thomas BB n v h n eX ^ ri r°!u°f & Debs menorial meeting in Chicago where Norman 

Srst time L PO lth t? " 5 °° trade unioniats there, who, for the 

. ._ . . 8r , S ’ gathered at such a celebration to reassert their own 

Unf^cation with the ideas of socialism in the U.S. If this trend grows. 

Shat is needS t ^a ded £ hat 14 i® a J threat to the U ' S * This is a miserable lie. 

p ° llwi .f-** *• i -» ■»”. ■ 

sLtion deevf.L °f the international situation* This «hm*maBX whole 

Confirmed onV n W1 advanoe and the struggle for peace was most inspiring. 

tLarA " estimate of the role of American imperialism in its drive 

toward world domination. It is important to know how are own views which we 

are in harmonv wi+h th® P ? Bt ’ e8peciall y under the leadership of Comrade Foster, 

the ZOtt loTZ.li * h V leW8 f the W ° rld movement a « d the views expressed at 

n aoth Congress. We have made errors in our approach. For example in the 

th^rA S i that 18 f nevitable * Wo must show that there is a war danger and that 

dictions within r tb tl h°'" in peaoefu . 1 co-existence. We underestimated the contra- 
»«!e« = ! ? bourgeoisie and ruling class in the U.S. and the growth of 

w ae the n eatimate n of S +h he A “° rioan “ a88es> Especially new at the 20th Congress 
zone S n ^r« »e • ! ?! ape ° a “ p itself * A ^ ew oonce Pt emerged here of a 

There i B P a a S aln8 t the.camp of peace that was referred to in the past. 

^d +hi% Z0ne . 0f peace whioh embraces the neutralist states — India, etc_ 

“timte of'the rol P?a f%" ithin th * ° apl 81184 nationa * lvhat merges is a pew 

bowers^r fh th • ™ n tn f 8e neutralist states-India is one of the great 

for the eh-i^+ ” orld ’ _, Coi “5 >lnatlon of Socialist and neutralist states resoonsible ' 
No longer dominat.Id^ ohange of realignment within the UN i tself. 

onial svstem In +h ^ h + in &S • ln 4he pa8t * Also disintegration of the coi¬ 
tion have Hbereted + W y T 8 ’ 1 » 200 > 000 pe ° p l*. * °f the world's popula¬ 

te colonial svstem d ev hera8e 4 Ve8 . fr °“ inperiali3n >* Possibility of abolition of 
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in statement Marxist leaders ? ub ?- 1 ° mnd > tco. There have been ambiguities 
. , ot ,, „ • 1 *; x . leaders > including Stalin. The 20th Congress states 

riat war is not inevitable—the theory to. been evolving for a longtime 

exi 3 ° 8 10 and n ve a mu 9 t 1On3 - Of ’ ° apiU!aisi! ! Senerate danger of war, but a°new situation 
exists, and we must revise our propositions. War is not onlv a result of „„ 

ments! Tnef *4uaM U aon,ethin S reacbed by decisions of govern- 

k +u *^ tuat/ - on ^as resulted sfl from the strength of the USSR -aue:- 

peoples'^orce 3 ^ 6 " 2 ^ ° f the peoplea ' foroes in capitalist countries. Thf 
Gr st con+rib 7- • 3 '' r ! nS snoush t0 st °P war > although capitalism breeds war. 

knowL-e^? n " n " dvanoin ? fi S ht for peace', democracy and socialism. Zl 
knowleage that war is not inevitable is a great contribution to the fight for ■ 

is T~ I ., 80 er a PP roaoh . in the Congress-is there a possibility of war? there 

oeooles' etruggle^foroef"T- ? thi.ria^h T ° 1 COntinue and strengthen the '■ 
transform the“ -table* pea“ce int^a ”° ^ * “ U8t 


road to 006 Z £ thS leadins fea turea is the new formulation of the 

road to socialism, rfe can be proud of the role of our own.party in developing 

ur posi in. ^Peacciul, constitutional path to socialism-developed in 1946 

by Jennis and rosier —importance is recognized by the bourgeoisie- Generalisa¬ 
tion 01 one position of various parties throughout the world was enunciated by the 
uo., e ress. * e possibility of achieving socialism without civil war, without in- 
^urrec ±on t a. parliamentary, constitutional democratic path. Converting Congress 
xrom an instrument of bourgeois democracy into peoples 1 socialism'. Aspart of this 
one ac*ence of uhe Communist Party under the Smith Act is important. It is our 
aim o ecnie\e peaceful ends^ and believe that such a possibility exaste, and we 
kor.* ior it. Gvr party plans to form a xmxmxmagEtomjmjimmKmxmimxm pure anti- C 
monopoly coalition—to investigate the possibility of peaceful road,s. The 
small print in the report expresses doubt as to whether the bourgeoisie will; 
a o *} vhis. ^ pie whole meaning of Krushchev was to examine the'world for new 
iorms, of acnieving socialism, not corresponding to forms that developed else- 
w ere. There is no approach to socialism in the U.S. Hot until sometime in ‘ 

“ he future. Tne class struggle will sharpen; it is sharp now* See what is 
.appening m uhe south. There will be no xmitimajfcmxn qualitative advance without 
vie defeat o- tne Dixiecrats. Sharpest struggles will take place long before 
the eve of socialism. ' , 


I am going to trial on April 9 f and will answer all questions. 
, .concept^should help us build contacts* This has a bearing, on our 
ability*tc develop new relationships and allies in the present period. 


e not only uphold the Bill of Rights', but do everything pos- 

si e o expand it and to absorb, the best of all American things into socialsim. 
■There would be no Smith Act under socialism. It is quite possible U.S. under 
socialism have a group of parties, representing various interest, to share 
v, e responsibility of government in a coalition in which the party of the work¬ 
ing class would be the leading party7~not a party to dominate the coalition. 



, A united.front a peoples* front-emphasis on the question of 

human rights a big lessone for us. Reflects major advance. At the Con- ' 
gress an important minority expressed dmftfiBBEnOT different viewB. 

Differentiation has been develo P in g as a result of the war drive and 
issue ofcolonialism* Dependence of capitalist countries on the U.S., and * 
changes within socialist democracies* V/e should examine our experiences, and 
transform this experience in building coalition. R. left trend is beginning to 
eve lop m the U.S. in thesouth, and in the-working class movement* We must 
search out the broadest basis pf unity with all these forces. Must reexamine 
ail relationships, break open new ground for building the united front* 

(4) Stalin: This question is best understood within the framework 
01 wnat happened at the Congress as a whole. JThis is the most difficult.and 
perplexing aspect th us. Many of us were contemporaries in a way* 1 cannot 
evaluate it yet. ^ It merits our attention and study. It does seem to me that 
the material basis for effective opposition by-the enemy has been eliminated. 

, Vl Silance was essential, but there appeared to be indications that internal- 
' measures adopted went beyond the necessary requirements of security under Stalin. 

5 cc ^® at:i -ons against Jewish doctor*, against Jugoslavia, etc. These were 
grist to the mill of the enemies of the Soviet Union. Marxism and democracy are 
not incompatible, they are harmonious. We move to socialism through democracy— 

n 01 ?^ 8 ?* 18 j^L hishe8t ' f0r “ ° f detn0crac y* Wo change in our estimation of 
the qualitative difference between democracy under socialism and democracy under 

Where the people can determine their own destiny. 

,f^^^ticism of the Soviet Union does not and cannot exist under the 
pitaliat democracy. I would like to boo some self-criticism-from our leaders 
ere on Korea, the south, and the Rosenbergs, and other questions like that. 

a L + . All parties, including our own, are encouraged to reevaluate their 

a 1 ®? sons from the mistakes of the paBt. Will have to examine 

be s hL u Policy questions-^weplan a Party convention, I hope it will ‘ 

f® h °duled 8°°n. . I think, 1 can assure you of, that. Our party,, accepted un- 

toust reiect do ° f Stalin """ this waa subjective, not scientific. We 

gmatism from our approach; 'Must encourage the freest tossible 

violent a° criticize ideas. Wemust refute the charged force and 

violence. A new attitude emerges* 

to taka three attitude', 0 ”' ^ CValuation of the r *P ort « Stalin. We tend now 

, defend Stalin against the criticisms of the 20th Congress. 

attaok Stalin, to destroy the Stalin image,, 
an eatimfit. ni A balanced approach. I believe that what wiU finally emerge is 
collee^ • ^ ^ achievements and serious weaknesses. ' No. authoritative 

tion Theri U if ! ”nn t H aS ^+ e ^’ ^ ' view E ° eB with the third trend, with modifica- 
associaSd Sith ».???* “ T “^ nd t !? at gre?t a °hievements will be historically 

L theSoviet 5nion ^e e or + °K y related it ° the que9tion of build-ing socialism 
in tneaoviet Union. One of the greatest achievements of all time.' it the same 

me, it. is one thing to have a balanced estimate of Stalin, but we still have to 
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wait* to see what this estimate will be* But there may be a tendence to under¬ 
estimate 1 errors. It is being discussed now to achieve a rationalized and self- 
satisfying balanced judgment. Se may be reluctant to face up to it, but we' 
have no choice. The lack of collective leadership was very serious. The struggle 
against the cult of the individual already has had a beneficial effect. Sntmknd 
r\«t an end to the old theory*of the Comintern. The ‘independence of parties, but 
iree relationsmp between them. A major criticism has been against the unfounded 

accusation of individuals,-3eria-the concept of Stalin that the conflict 

would become sharper after the victory of socialism. 


Kotion Ben Davis, Chairman of Manhattan Communist Party Organization: 

This body go on record ss expressing utmost concern regarding the present sit¬ 
uation in the south, and that the sense of the meeting be incorporated in a f 
resolution to be sent to Eisenhower urging presidential action as well as ' 
federal intervention and that 'a message of support be sent to the brave Negro 
and white supporters of the struggle in Montgomery, Alabama. 
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Extreme care must be used in handling the 
following information. It is suggested that if tills 
information is used in a report suitable for dissemin¬ 
ation, that complete -paraphrasing be used in order to 
protect the identity of the informant . 


CG 5824-S, who has furnished reliable infor¬ 
mation in the past, made available to SA JOHN E. KEATING 
on March 26, 1956, for photostating, • a letter written 
by LENA SCHERER on March 23, 1956 o The following is 
the complete context of the photostatic copy of this 
letter, which is being maintained in Chicago file 100- 
27630-1A2 o Material appearing in parenthesis consists 
of explanations by CG- 582lp—S and the Chicago Office, 



'*Your note came yesterday. Of course 
news on old man (JOSEPH STALIN) came as a 
shock to many people here too. /However, I 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 


RE: COMMUNIST PARTY - USA 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 


think we talked too much before we knew all the 
facts, some are not here yet, and will not be 
open to us for a long time<> I do not say we 
should not talk about it, but some of our wr iters 
did make fools of themselves (i.„e< 


b6 
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"One of our very close friends from Marcel's 
homeland (Rumania) is located in this city (New 
York City) at present® He is to work with his 
new Repr. to the United Nations and we talked 
much to him. He said some of the articles in DW 
were bad and made situation worse for us here® He 
felt that for the present Bill's (WILLIAM Z. FOSTER) 
approach was the correct one® I must say he was 
quite sharp about some of the other material that 
appeared in paper. He also saw one of the big fel¬ 
lows from the big country (Russia) and he felt the 
same way. He put it this way - it will take us a 
long time to study and re-evaluate this period and 
the role of that individual (STALIN) and why this 
was allowed, etc® (CG j?82lj.-S stated that in his 
opinion the Rumanian and Russian officials in the 
United States had no more information than Com¬ 
munist Party members in the United States at the 
time of KHRUSHCHEV's denunciation of STALIN and 
were being over-cautious in their remarks in 
order to protect their official positions, al¬ 
though their criticism that the United Stktes Com¬ 
munists were talking too much was justified from 
their point of view.) 


"Did you see the Shapiro dispatch from Mos¬ 
cow? It’s the only sober picture thus far given 
by a- bourg. writer who makes clear some of the 
problems. The way the lectures are handled in 
our city does not make me feel any better about 
all this. 


"I know Phil (BART) cannot handle the pro¬ 
blem of people (Party assignments). I saw the 
chap you suggested.I see and he seemed bored when 
I talked to him. I know nothing will come of it. 
By now I really don't care.*, I cannot see myself 
working with such inhuman creatures o 
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”1 am still job hunting <> Marc is, helping 
our new friends here • so it helps him to forget 
his stinking job -we’re making the best we can 
of a bad situatipno Of course the penny-pinching 
existence has me down, but I am afraid there is 
nothing much I can do about it G n 
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SUBJECT: CP,USA DISTRICT #2> BRONX COUNTY 
IS-C 

_ bo 

Source: I (protect By T symbol) bvc 

Reliability: Who- has furnished reliable b?D 

information in the past. 

Date of Activity: 2/13/56 

Date Received: 2/23/56. _ 

Received bv: SAl 
Location: 

The information contained in this report should not be 
disseminated outside of the Bureau unless it is paraphrased. 

The informant reported on a meeting of Bronx County CP 
functionaries held at the Hungarian Hall, Bronx, NY, on 
2/13/56. 
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( I I LNU. ~W.F. age 25-25,5'3 ",120 lbs., hair light 

brown, lives i n Kingsbrid ge Sect, of Bronx-, ~UP-G-l-ub ■ - • 
organizer, per| |)(20-10) 
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Report 


Communist Party USA 
Activities 


Feb. 20, 1956 
New York 


A meeting of Bronx County Communist Party 
functionaries took place on Feb, 13th., 195° at the 
Hungarian Hall, Southern Blvd, & l8l St,, Bronx, NY. 


saw: 


L (wife of r 
1 and] 

J, Bronx, NY. 


-resides at 


| of the Bro nx County CP opened 

the meeting^ He introducted the speaker: I \> 

secretary of the Jewish Commission of the NY State Committee 
of the Communist Party, 11 

I's subject was the "Arab-Israel crisis." 
Before going into his talk he urged everyone to read 
"the highly important Marxist monthly, Jewish Life. Jewish 
Life reflects the Communist party's view point on.Jewish 
questions, in general and on the present burning.issue of the 
Arab-Israel Crisis, Jewish Life will be of special interest^ 
to those comrades who work *<• the Jewish mass organizations. 

| |'s one hour talk on the "Arab-Israel 

crisis" consisted or the adopted Communist (National and 
international) line on this question. 

He spoke of "American imperialism which is trying to 
establish military bases in the Middl& East. Dulles is 
protecting the oil interest of American oil companies... Dulles 
is ready to sacrifice not only the 1§ million Jews of Israel, 
hut also th e 40 million Arabs for the oil of the middle East,, 
|is a flunky of American-English imperialism,,. 

The Israeli government is following the dictates of the 
American Zionists demanding a pact with Washington,-a pact 
aimed against the Soviet Union, There is no reason for the 
Soviet Union and the countries of the people's democracies 
to be friendly to Israel.,. Is there? But Israel, as any 
other nation, has a right to exist and to build its economy, 
its culture, Israel, as any other non socialist nation, has 


its capitalist class and its working class, Israel has its 
reactionaries and progressives. It is up to us, to the 
progressives to take away Israel from the reactionary- 
imperialist forces and lead the country into the camp of the 
peace-loving socialist world,,. The Soviet Union sees Israel 
as Israel is today, hut the Soviet Union is seeking peace in 
the Middle East,., This is the policy of the Soviet Union. 
Peace in the Middle East,., The sale of arms to Egypt by 
Chechoslokaia can not be interpreted as an act aimed at the 
xliUtur'biiag' • of peace in the Middle East.*. It is not an arms 
rac’e..,It is an act for peace... We must give aid and j 
comfort to Egypt because Egypt is a neutralist country,,, 
Egypt is actively engaged in disrupting the Bagdad pact 
is another devise of Dulles aimed against the Soviet Union.,. 
Egypt deserves the friendly attitude shown to it by the 
Soviet Union.,." 


But what 

worried about is: 


and the Communist Party is 


"The arming of Israel is an important issue, as far 
as the masses are concerned...St is not the central issue... 

Prom one point of view it is the least important issue... 

But we must have an answer to it for the masses.,. Communists 
who work with the Jewish masses should lead in the demand 
of restricted arms for Israel...We are joining in 
demanding the sale of arms for Israel by the American government 
This demand must be suplemeanted with the following 4 points: 

1. Big 4 or UN negotiations on the Middle East 
crisis. 

2. Long-range economic aid to Arabs and Jews, 

3. Defensive arms for Israel and to make every 
effort for disarmment. 

4. Arab-Israeli negotiations on the refugee and 
other questions but no dismemberment of Israel," 




I and a. few others pa rticipat ed m une aiscuoa-Lun “ 

on”"the report of ComradeE l» " All of the P a ^^PJ^ ts b 

in the discussion agreed that We badly needed a defini :b 

program. ..muot of us, who work amoorig the Jewish masses, jast 
didn't have the answer to the many que stions w hich are 

troubling the Jewish masses... Comrade |_- 1 s talk 

clarifies this important issue,,, Only one- a woman- 
Communist expressed a doubt: "I work in a Haddasa organization 
and I doubt very much if my explanation to Haddasa members 
that the sale of arms to Egypt by Checho slovakia was weantto 
bring peace in that area will make an impression, I still 
don't know the right answer to the question why did 
ChekoSlovakia sell arms to Egypt? This question went 
unanswered at this meeting, (At other Communist meetings 
different Communist speakers had an answer to this question 
which ran something like this: the Soviet Union had to find 
a way to step in into the middle East, The sale of arms and 
other merchandise to Egypt provided this opportunity.) 


After the m ee ting 


the w 

to I i I I this isl hone of our important civxi 

rights fighters. Stick to him^. 

A 1 invited I I to come to the Steve Nelson house 
party on Feb, 19 th, He promissed come» At this meeting 
| Rnd l I gave out 20 invitations to the Steve Nelson 

house party. 

I I brought to the meeting 10,000 

leaflets announcing a concert by the Bronx Sobell Committee 
which will take pla ce on March 10th. 1956 at Hunts Point 
Palace, Bronx, NY. I l distributed the leaflets amoungthe 
CP functionaries for distribution amoung the CP Clubs and 
in the Jewish communities. 


introduced I_ 

■one orcur important civil 


-J,.Morris, 
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OFFICE MEMO R A N D U M UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3) DATE: 

FROM : SAC, CHICAGO (100-2398) 

SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY - USA 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


Care should be used in handling the follow¬ 
ing; information in order to protect the Identity of the 
informant„ CG 5&24-S received this" information from 
CLXuDE~^iMtfdOTo It is noted that this information 
will be known to a very limited number of persons in 
the Communist Party - USA at least until the end of 
Apri 1 ri9^7^It oonstitutea current thinking of the 
leadership of the Communist Party - USA but as yet is 
not current Communist' £“a r ty ‘~po 1 i o v . 

CG 5824-S, who has furnished reliable infor¬ 
mation in the past, orally furnished this information 
to SA JOHN E. KEATING on April 10, 1956. The informant 
had received the information from CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT, Chair¬ 
man of the Illinois-Indiana Communist Party District and 
member of the Natio nal Board of the Communist Party - USA, 
on April 10, 1956. I I of 

the Illinois-Indiana Goramunist Party District, was present 
during a portion of this discussion. 
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Time, Type and 
Place of'Meeting 

' LIGHTFOOT stated that the National Board of the Com¬ 
munist Party - USA met in New York City on Sunday, April 8, 
1956, and that this meeting was continued on the following day, 
Monday, April 9, 1956« 

Persons in Attendance 

LIGHTFOOT did not enumerate all the persons present at 
this meeting but during the course of the discussion mentioned 
the following persons who participated in this National Board 
meetings 

BEN DAVIS, JR,, 

EUGENE DENNIS 
FRED FINE 
WILLIAM Z. FOSTER 
JOHN GATES 
CLAUDE LIGETFOOT 
JACK STACHEL b6 

b7C 


Agenda 

LIGHTFOOT stated that there were two points on the 
agenda for this National Board meeting. The first point con¬ 
sisted of a report by EUGENE DENNIS, General Secretary of the 
Communist Party - USA, on the report he will give to the meeting of 
National Committee of the Communist Party - USA now scheduled 
to be held on April 27-28, 1956, in New York City. This report 
of DENNIS dealt with the new Communist Party program. The 
second point on the agenda was another discussion on the 20th 
Congress of the CPSU and was given by MAX WEISS. LIGHTFOOT 
commented that actually these two reports dove-tailed and com¬ 
plimented each other. 

Friction Between FOSTER and 
DENNIS, Supported by Other 
National Board Members 


LIGHTFOOT stated that the debate at the session held 
on April 8, 1956, was so sharp that those present almost threw 
chairs at each other. According to LIGHTFOOT, when EUGENE DENNIS 
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concluded his report dealing with changes in the program of the 
.Communist Party - USA, POSTER lashed into DENNIS with a devista- 
ting attack® POSTER accused DENNIS of being incapable of leader¬ 
ship and of ignoring the leadership in the Communist Party in 
this country during the past four or five years while DENNIS 
was'in jail® POSTER also accused DENNIS of leaving all the 
younger persons in the Communist Party, who have come to the 
fore in the leadership, out of consideration® LIGHTPOOT com¬ 
mented that it appeared that FOSTER expected to receive the 
support of LIGHTPOOT, WEISS,| land FINE, who constituted 

a part of the operative leadership not only while they were in 
the underground but also openly after they returned from the 
underground and before DENNIS and some of the others were re¬ 
leased from jail® Instead of this, everyone joined in the sup¬ 
port of DENNIS and in lashing into POSTER® 

LIGHTPOOT stated that MAX WEISS was brutal in his 
attack against POSTER, and that JOHN GATES was one of the most 
outspoken in his criticism of POSTER# GATES made a statement 
to the effect that he could not even correct a comma in one of 
FOSTER’S articles without being criticized by FOSTERo LIGHT¬ 
POOT stated that while JACK STACHEL was lined up against POSTER/ 
that he tried to keep the discussion in a sort of balance and 
was able to keep things from going too far® According to 
LIGHTPOOT, BEN DAVIS was the only one present who remained 
more or less silent® LIGHTPOOT stated, however,- that he thought 
that DAVIS was lined up with the majority® CG 582lj.-S commented, 
however, that if DAVIS follows the same pattern that he followed 
during the Browder crisis, he will wait to see which way the wind 
is'blowing before he takes a stand for either side® 

CG £82i}.-S further advised that LIGHTPOOT stated that 
POSTER accused those present of wanting to "do a Stalin”, on him, al¬ 
though everyone protested this was not so® .LIGHTPOOT stated 
that POSTER became so angry that those present feared that he 
might have a heart attack® He suddenly put on his hat and left 
the meeting with an ”et tu Brutes" glance at those he thought 
would support him in his attack on DENNIS® 

As will be pointed out later, FOSTER’S attack on 
DENNIS stemmed from the fact that DENNIS, in reviewing the 
policy of the Communist Party - USA for the past ten years, 
stated that it is chiefly characterized as being Left sectar¬ 
ian# ' DENNIS made this analysis in order to justify a new 
Communist Party program? however, FOSTER takes this character- 
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ization as a direct and personal attack against him and his 
leadership during this period# 

• 

CG £ 82 lj.-S commented that DENNIS and his forces are 
not waging a personal fight against POSTER, but are waging a 
fight to change Party policy in the United States# CG 5>82lj.-S 
stated that the rest of the Communist Party leadership will 
have to tolerate POSTER# While POSTER is an old man, is sec¬ 
tarian in his outlook, and resents criticism of his books and 
articles, he is the only leader in the Communist Party - USA 
who has some standing outside of the immediate ranks of the Com¬ 
munist Party and who has some moral influence on the majority 
of the leadership in the Communist Party - USA# His name 'also 
stands for the Communist Party not only in the United States, 
but internationally, so the rest of the leadership in the Com¬ 
munist Party - USA will be guided accordingly# On the other 
hand, the supporters of DENNIS also feel that POSTER will not 
dare to challenge them openly# In fact, LIGHTPOOT stated that 
on the second day of this National Board meeting, POSTER was 
more or less apologetic# POSTER also realizes that the rank 
and file membership, as a result of the 20th Congress of the 
CPSU, can see errors in the program of the Communist Party - 
USA and could blame them or POSTER if some corrections and 
changes are not made in this program# 

Current Evaluation of the 
20th Congress of the CPSU ^ - 

by the Leadership of the 
■Communist Party - USA 

The current evaluation of the 20th Congress of the 
CPSU, as given to CG 582lj.-S by LIGHTPOOT, is set forth at this 
point even though WEISS* report followed the report of DENNIS 
on the Party program# It Is believed that changes will be made 
in the program of the Communist Party - USA, based on this - 
analysis of the 20th Congress of the CPSU# CG 5824” s commented 
that this evaluation by the leadership of the Communist Party - 
USA was made after a re-study of the documents detailing the 
activities of the 20th Congress of the CPSU and also possibly 
from information received by the Communist Party - USA leader¬ 
ship from contacts either in the United Nations or in the Embassies 
of Russia and the satellite nations# 

LIGHTPOOT stated that the leadership of the Communist 
Party - USA now believes- that prior to STALIN’ s death there had 
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been discussions of bis methods and disagreement with them, 
although these differences never came out into the open for 
obvious reasons. By the time STALIN died, tactics had been 
worked out and were prepared to be placed into operation in 
order to correct the policies of STALIN which the present 
leadership of the CPSU claimed to be distortions of Marxism - 
Leninism which caused damage to the CPSU. It was also decided 
by the current Russian leaders that corrections should be made 
in policy in practice, instead of having a discussion or a pub¬ 
lic statement announcing a change in policy and also without a 
concrete discussion of STALIN*s personality. 

What proof is there that this was the method adopted 
by the present leadership of the CPSU? l) Amnesty was granted 
to many people soon after STALIN* s death; 2) Overtures were 
made to Yugoslavia not long after STALIN 1 s death; and 3) The 
USSR encouraged "free discussion" in all fields of endeavor. 

If this analysis by the leadership of the Communist 
Party - USA Is correct, why didn*t the Soviet leaders leave to 
history the detailing of STALIN*s errors, the many purges, etc.? 
The leadership of the Communist Party - USA believes that after 
the leaders of the Soviet Union went to Yugoslavia and made 
their move for friendship with TITO, that public opinion, pres¬ 
sure inside the CPSU and Russian foreign policy made it neces¬ 
sary to follow through in other countries the change in policy 
and explanations which made overtures to Yugoslavia possible. 
Furthermore, the excuse that BERIA was the sole culprit respon¬ 
sible for erroneous Soviet policy was not enough, the next 
logical step was to place the blame on STALIN. 

The leadership of the Communist Party - USA also asked 
itself the question, "Why didn* t the USSR hold a public trial 
for BERIA?" Answering its own question, the Communist Party - 
USA leadership reasons that it would have been wrong to hold a 
public trial and make public disclosures concerning STALIN at 
the time BERIA was executed. Although at that time the present 
leadership of the Soviet Union was already putting a new line 
into practice, it was not as yet in a position to show any 
actual achievements resulting from this new line. Only when 
they .were able to point to positive accomplishments and achieve¬ 
ments were they in a position to make public disclosures con¬ 
cerning erroneous policies of STALIN. 

The leadership of the Communist Party - USA has also 
asked itself why NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV made the second speech at 
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the 20th Congress of the CPSU in which he fully denounced ST&.LIN. 
Their answer is that KHRUSHCHEV was forced to do this by events 
which occurred. At the 20th Congress of the CPS U, NICOLAI 
BULGANIN, ANASTAS MIKOYAN and I l attaoked the 

cult of the individual in their speeches even though they did 
not mention STALIN by name 0 The leadership of the Communist 
Party - USA believes that they did not act on their ownj that 
is, that this attack on the oult of the individual had been 
planned by the leadership of the CPSUo Once this subject had 
been opened up, they found that it had to be carried all the 
way, thus, KHRUSHCHEV made his second speech in which he went 
into all the details concerning STALIN. 


Possible Changes in the 
Program of the Communist 




LIGHTFOOT stated that the discussions in the Soviet 
Union as a result of the 20th Congress of the CPSU are spilling 
over Into the Communist Party - USA. As a result of this, the 
Communist Party - USA is compelled to review its political and 
tactical history going all the way baok to its beginning in the 
United States, but with particular emphasis on the policy dur- 
ing the last ten years. 


Slogan ~ Defend the USSR 

LIGHTED OT stated that the leadership of the Communist 
Party - USA has come to the conclusion that the slogan of the 
Communist Party - USA to defend the USSR was a correct policy 
in the early stages of the Communist Party - USA. It is now 
felt that this slogan is Incorrect and that it has been incor¬ 
rect for some period of time« The Communist Party - USA leader¬ 
ship states that too much emphasis was placed, by the American 
Party, on the statement by KARL MARX in the "Communist Manifesto” 
that the Proletariat has no fatherland. As a result, the Com¬ 
munist Party- USA has been guilty of national nihilism, in that 
it defended the USSR under all circumstances and at no time 
defended the polioies of the United States. 


The leadership of the Communist Party - USA now state's 
that this policy may have been correct during the early stages 
of the Communist Party in this country, inasmuch as the Soviet 
Union was under attack and every Communist was expected to come 
to the support of the USSRj however, this support was carried 
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too far beyond the period of civil war in Russia. It is also 
felt that the'composition of 'the Communist Party - USA in its 
early days when it was made up chiefly of the foreign barn, 
such as Slavs, or people who lived under Slavic regimes, Letts, 
Estonians, Slovaks, etc., made such a slogan possible. To say 
that ‘the Communist Party - USA should defend Russia was not 
alien to a Party of this composition. Yet, a policy that was 
valid thirty years ago may not be valid at the present time. 

Following of the Line 

of the GPSU 


LIGHTFOOT stated that the leadership of the Communist 
Party « USA will be self-critical in that in the past the leader¬ 
ship of the Communist Party in this country has not made a 
careful analysis to ascertain what is and what is not universal 
in Bolshevism, but instead accepted it in toto. 

LIGHTFOOT stated that the leadership of the Communist 
Party - USA has also discussed whether or not it is necessary 
to .establish Soviets after a revolution, inasmuch as Soviets 
are supposed to be the universal form of the dictatorship of 
the Proletariate The opinion of the leadership of the Communist 
Party - USA at the present time is that as a result of the 20th 
Congress of the CPSU, Soviets are not necessary since there are 
many roads to Socialism and many forms of Socialist governments* 
This does not mean, however, that the Communist Party « USA 
denies that it is necessary to have a vanguard Communist Party 
made up of the working class. They say that even in China, 
even though the Communist Party did not become as prominent 
in the cities as it did in the rural areas, it was primarily 
oomposed of the working class. 2his is universal Oommunlsmj 
that is, the necessity for a vanguard Party of the working class. 

With regard to the uncritical acceptance of policy 
from the Russians, the leadership of the Communist Party - USA 
states that this was necessary while the Comintern was in 
existence since at that time the Communist Party was a world 
Party. While this concept was relaxed to a certain extent 
after the 7th Congress of the Communist International, in praotioe 
the Communist Party was still a world Party. 

LIGHTFOOT stated that as an example of the subservience 
of the American Party to foreign reaction, the Duclos letter waitb 
cited. The Communist Party - USA considered this to be 
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international authority, that DUCLOS was speaking for the Comin¬ 
tern and the Russians, therefore, it superseded American authority 
and was accepted with no discussion with regard to whether or 
not it was correct policy for the United States. 

Future Attitude of the 
Communist Party - USA 
to the USSR___ 


What about the attitude of the American Communist to 
the USSR? LIGHTPOOT stated that the leadership of the Communist 
Party - USA has decided that while the USSR is the leading 
Socialist country and should be defended against the enemies 
of Socialism, in the future the leadership of the Communist 
Party - USA will decide its own policy based upon the facts. 

As an example, the leadership of the Communist Party - USA 
states that in a similar situation it would not do what it did 
on the eve of World War II, and state that "the Yanks are not 
coming:", because this was supposed to have been an imperialist 
war until the Russians were attacked. If the Communist Party - 
USA leadership had reviewed the situation critically, it would 
have stated that if Poland and/or France were inva&Tad, the main 
fire ha'd to be directed against Germany. By the same token, 
the Communist Party - USA would no longer endorse something 
similar to the so-called non-aggression pact between HITLER and 
STALIN. 


In a self-critical analysis the leadership of the 
Communist Party - USA believes that all of these things and 
this policy has hurt the Communist Party in the United States. 

It has separated the Communist Party from many of its friends 
because every move of the Soviets was endorsed by the American 
Party. Uhe Communist Party - USA crossed every T and dotted 
every I of every Soviet statement, even if it was not in the' 
interests of the American people. It was stated that friends 
of the Communist Party - USA, such as CORLISS LAMONT, I. F. STONE, 
Dr. W. E. B. DU BOIS and others, have been shocked by some of 
the antics of the American Communists. 



LIGHTFOOT stated that on the l>asis of the 20th Con¬ 
gress of the CPSU, the program of the Communist Party - USA 
will be a fight against dogmatism. 
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LIGHTFOOT also stated that it is the current opinion 
of the leadership of the Communist Party - USA that the Com¬ 
munist Party in the United States can learn more from the Com¬ 
munist Parties of France and Italy than from the CPSU, the 
Communist Party of China or the Communist Parties.in other 
Eastern countries 0 The reason for this opinion is that the • 
Italian and French Parties are dealing with contemporary Capital- 
ism^ while the Russians fought a Capitalistic system which was 
in existence a half a century ago® 

CG 582l|.-S also stated that LIGHTFOOT said that the 
Communist Party - USA may also change its form of organization, 
especially in the shops, since the Party is still organized in 
accordance with forms of organization enumerated by LENIN in 
1902 ® 


CG 5824=$ commented that while these thoughts are 
entering into the very sharp discussion on the new program for 
the Communist Party - USA, the leaders of the Communist Party 
in this country are faced with the problem of making changes 
along these lines without at the same time falling ' into the 
error of American exceptionalism or something contrary to the 
principles of Marxism - Leninism® CG 5>82i|.-S a i so commented 
that It has to be borne in mind that the principal leadership 
of the Communist Party - USA over the years, namely L0YESTONE, 
BROWDER and FOSTER, has been changed by virtue of foreign inter¬ 
vention® 

Self-Critical Review of 
the History of the Communist 
Party - USA During the Past 
Ten Years _______ 


As previously noted, LIGHTFOOT stated that DENNIS in 
his report stated that the outstanding characteristic of the 
Communist Party - USA during the last ten-year period has been 
Left sectarianism! therefore, the Communist'Party - USA cannot 
state that the general line was correct during this period, 
although it can say that it was .correctsto a point® Mistakes 
were made and these mistakes were not of secondary importance® 
Furthermore, these mistakes cannot be excused on the basis of 
sharp attacks on the leading .cadre of the Communist Party - USA 
by the ’’enemy”! that is, the United States Government® Ihis is 
characterized as a subjective excuse and is not an adequate 
explanation® The fact that the Communist Party leadership was 
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brave, that there were very few defections, that scores of the 
cadre were jailed does not excuse the errors which were made. 
Subjective factors helped to isolate the Communist Party - USA 
and they stem from the leadership and its incorrect tactics« 

Strategy in Industry 

During the Past Ten Years 

As examples, LIGHTFOOT stated that the leadership of 
the Communist Party - USA now wonders if the re-constitution 
of the Communist Party in 19ij-5 with the formation of shop units 
and concentration in the factories did not scare the trade union 
leadership in the United States which reacted in a manner which 
helped to isolate the Communist Party in the United States 0 The 
Communist Party leadership also wonders if it was wrong to have 
a split with PHILIP MURRAY and the CIO at the Portland Convention 
and in other meetings oh the Marshall Plano The Communist Party 
leadership states that it could have been critical of the Mar¬ 
shall Plan but not to the point of causing a split with the CIO, 
Since the leadership of the Communist Party - USA was respon¬ 
sible for this policy, it is also responsible for the isolation 
of the Communist Party from the trade union movement. 

In further analyzing its policy toward the trade 
union movement during the past ten-year period, the Communist 
Party states that it has always been a minority even when it 
has had the support of allies. Yet, by attempting to dogmatically 
impose its program on the majority, there resulted a further 
Isolation from the trade union movement which caused a break 
with the National Maritime Union, the Transport Workers Union, 
and also gave PHILIP MURRAY the excuse to kick the "Left led" 
unions out of the CIO. Furthermore, the Communist Party com¬ 
pletely neglected the AFL, which also caused a further isolation 
of the Party from the trade union movement. 

LIGHTFOOT stated that even recent history shows an 
incorrect policy toward the trade union movement. Some of the 
leading people in the Communist Party (namely, WILLIAM Z. FOSTER) 
said that the merger of the AFL and CIO, and also the merger of 
the independent unions of the "Left" into the mainstream of 
labor, would be wrong because the merged labor organization 
re stilting therefrom would merely be an appendage of the United 
States State Department. This concept is considered erroneous 
and again illustrates the Left sectarianism which has character¬ 
ized the Communist Party - USA during the past ten years. 
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Policy on the Negro Question 
During the Past Ten Years 

LIGHTEDOT stated that in the discussion preparatory 
to the new program of the Communist Party - USA* a full discus¬ 
sion will be had on the Negro questions particularly in regard 
to the slogan of the right to self-determination and whether or 
not this slogan is correct for the United States at this time* 
LIGHTEDOT stated that this is another example of a Left sectarian 
error which will have to be removed in the new program of the 
Communist Party - USAo 

Policy on International 
Relations During the Past 
Ten Years 

CG £82lj.“S also advised that LIGHTEDOT stated that 
the policy with regard to the inevitibility of war will also 
be re-evaluatedo He stated that the American Communist Party 
leadership has shouted that war is inevitable between the 
East and the Westo While it is difficult to find an American 
Communist Party document which states that war is inevitable* 
there was a well-developed political line® Examples of this 
can be cited. For example* in the Communist Party program, "The 
American Way to Jobs* Peace* Equal Rights and Democracy", it 
is stated that war can be stopped with the establishment of a 
people’s government in the United States<> Since there is no 
people’s government in the United States* the logical inference 
is that there will be a war. Based on recent events with a 
lessening of international tensions, it is obvious that this 
is not a correct policy. 

Policy on Domestic Adminis¬ 
tration Issues During the 
Past Ten Years 

LIGHTEDQT also stated that the leadership of the 
Communist Party - USA has made a faulty economic analysis, 
since for many years it has predicted that an economic crisis 
would occur in the United States. Since this economic crisis 
has not been forthcoming, this policy is obviously wrong. As 
a result of this* the Communist Party - USA will develop an 
economic program for 1956 without attempting to forecast what 
will happen in 195? or 1958. 
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On the question of fascism in the United States, the 
Communist Party - USA has also been in error# In its program, 

11 The American Way to Jobs, Peace, Equal Rights and Democracy”, 
the Communist Party states that if American imperialism suffers 
Some defeats abroad, there is a danger that there will be a 
fascist government in the. United States# According to the 
leadership of the Communist Party «= USA, the United States has 
suffered some defeats abroad, yet, there is no fascism in the 
United States# While there may be some threats of fascism, 
it is wrong to say that there are immediate threats of fascism# 
In further explaining this, the leadership of the Communist 
Party - USA states that the government apparatus is fascistic 
in its use of the Smith Act and the Internal Security Act of 
1950, but the government and the Capitalist class cannot always 
carry through its plans because of the attitude of the majority 
of the people# This is evidenced by the fact that the people 
rebelled against Me Garthyism# 

The Communist Party leadership also states that the 
fascist Me Garthyites-received a setback with the help of the 
bourgeoise and cite as an example the fact that the Republican 
Party censored MC OARTHY# The explanation for this by the 
Party is that Wall Street did not want a fascist regime, since 
they believed that they could continue to rule the United States 
through a'bourgeoise Democracy* 

Some Conclusions of the 
Communist Party Leadership 
After Reviewing the Party 
Policy for the Past Ten Years 


LIGHTPOOT stated that the leadership of the Communist 
Party states that it had a dogmatic approach to war, fascism, 
the Negro question and economic crises? therefore, they made 
an incorrect analysis and had an incorrect program in regard to 
them# t Since the analysis was wrong, the Party program of 1954 
was also-wrong# They tried to find the answers by stating 
that there were stages of development but since the original 
analysis was incorrect, all of these answers were also incor¬ 
rect* For example, in the program of 1954 it was stated that 
it was necessary to elect a new administration which would defeat 
war and fascism# Under the stages of development theory, this 
new administration would evolve into a people* s government and 
in turn the people* s government would evolve into Socialism# 

This is regarded as a dogmatic approach, since the 1954 program 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


RE; COMMUNIST PARTY - USA 


was a contemporary program as opposed to a basic programo 
Therefore, in attempting to explain errors in this program by 
interjecting the issue of Socialism, the leadership brought 
about further confusion since it was alien to this type of 
programs that is, a comtemporary programo The consequences 
of this type of dogmatism was to further isolate the Communist 
Party e In this connection, it is also felt that the Party’s 
policy on the third Party or the Progressive Party was also 
erroneous since it was a part and parcel of the Left sectarian 
approach,, 


LIGHTPOOT also stated that privately the leadership 
of the Communist Party - USA now believes that it made a serious 
mistake in sending so many of the Party cadre into the under¬ 
ground. Bae question has also been asked whether it was worth 
the price to create the refugees. The leadership feels that, 
with particular regard to GIL GREEN, GUS HALL, HENRY WINSTON 
and ROBERT THOMPSON, this was., necessary in order to guarantee 
the continuity of leadership and policy! however, this decision 
had nothing to do with the decision to send the majority of 
the Communist Party cadre into the underground. 

With regard to security measures for individuals, 
the leadership of the Communist Party feels that security has 
to be tightened up and that security measures must be discussed 
and must be kept in mind at all times...^While^jthe Communist 
Party will fight for legality and for forms of legality, it 
will have to have security! therefore, some additional security 
measures will have to be devised. 

LIGHTFOOT stated that the Communist Party leadership 
feels that the security of the Party is even a bigger problem 
and that the solution will be found only when they are able to 
forge links with the masses of people or the trade unions, or 
are able to establish a broad Socialist movement of which the 
Communist Party will be a component parfco- 

The Communist Party feels that thousands, if not tens 
of thousands, of people would join a broad Socialist organiza¬ 
tion if they felt that they would be safe from repercussions 
and would not be ostracized. It is stated that even Socialists 
will have little to do with the Communist Party leadership at 
this time because of the latter 8 s slavish obedience to the Soviet 
Union and to the lack of inner Party democracy. It is also 
felt that a Marxist - Socialist movement has to be built slowly 
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and that it could not be built overnight even in the event 
of extreme necessity such as the upholding of the constitution¬ 
ality of the Internal Security Act of 19^0 by the United States 
Supreme Court e 

Concluding Remarks bv CG E>82lt-S 

CG 582lj.-S stated that undoubtedly the new Communist 
Party program will be further discussed at the meeting of the 
National Committee and that DENNIS’ report to the National 
Committee will be adopted,, Soon thereafter the new Party pro¬ 
gram will be given to the membership in the Party for discussion, 
in order to permit them to think that they are participating in 
the changing of the program for the Communist Party - USA„ 
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GG 582^-S, who has furnished reliable information 
in tlie past, made available to SA -JOHN E. KEATING on April 
16 S 1956, for photostating,- a typewritten letter on the letter 
head of the Communist Party, USA, 101 West 16th Street, New 
York 11, New York* This letter is dated April 13, 1956* and 
is signed by FRED FINE. The letter deals with the enlarged 
National Committee meeting scheduled for April 28-30, 195&* 
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One photostatic copy of this letter is being 
furnished herewith to the Bureau and one photostatic copy 
is being furnished to the New York Division. The Chicago 
copy is located in Chicago file 100-18952-1B3 (50). 

The following is the complete text of this 

letter s 

"Dear Comrades 

"The enlarged meeting of the National Committee 
will take place on April 28, 29 and 30 —' Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday; The meeting will open at 10:00 
a.m. The main points on the agenda will be: 

"1) Report by our General Secretary, Gene 
Dennis, to be followed by general dis¬ 
cussion. 

"2) Report: Lessons of the 20th Congress 
of the CPSU by Max Weiss. 

"3) Th© ’56 Elections. Report by A1 

Blumbergi Special report on California, 
by Bill Schneiderman. 

"ij:) Proposals for a National Convention. 

"The report of Gene Dennis will deal with an 
estimate of the present political situation and the 
beginning of a self-critical evaluation of the Party®s 
work over the past decade. Among the'questions to‘be 
raised for discussion will be: 

"An examination of how we treated the war danger 
and the fascist danger over the past years. Did we 
properly assess the economic situation in our country 
and on a world scale? What were the errors in our 
electoral policy from 19lj-8 on? Why has our political 
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influence been lessened? What subjective factors 
contributed to the Party*s isolation from the' 
mass movements among the Negro people, and in the 
labor movement? Was there a left sectarian approach 
to United front tactics 0 Was our approach to labor 
unity correct? Did we make mistakes in approach 
to the question of trade union democracy and dis¬ 
cipline? How does this relate to forms of Party 
organization in industry? How can we overcome our 
isolation* 

"These and other basic questions will be placed 
fbr discussion at this coming National Committee 
■meeting* We hope that this N.C. will open up a 
critical discussion on all levels of our Party organ¬ 
ization* 

"It is advisable that you come in the day 
before, or at least the evening before, so that we 
can start on time. 


"Comradely yours, 
"Fred Fine" 
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DATE: 4/18/56 


Identity of Informant:| 

Reliability: Has furnished reliable information 
in the past. 

Date of Activity: 3/23/56 

Date Received: 'V28/E6- _ 

Received by; SAI 
Location :\ I 


The informant furnished the attached verbatim report. 

Care should be taken to protect the informant's 
identity in case any of this information is utilized in a report. 

who has furnish ed reliabl e information in 
the past, advised on 3/24/56 that the I I of the meetin g 

entitled "The Meaning of the XX Congress CPSU" was one | | 

_ who made the introductory comments. It is believed 

that the I an uniden tified negro as referred to by 

| is identical with | 

l \ l (P&CHl2-l4) 

1-NY 100-50805 (GEORGE BLAKE CHARNEY)(7-5) 

1-NY 100-94768 (YUGOSLAV AMERICAN HOME, INC.)(l8-l) 

1-NY 97-169 (PUBLISHER'S NEW PRESS, INC..) (7-2) 

1-NY 100-9308 ( h ( 12 - 16 ) 

1-NY 100-23825 (BEN DAVIS (DV0SIN)(l9) 

1-NY 100-107419 (EMER GENCY CIVIL LIBERTIES COMMITTEE)(7-2) 

1-NY 100- H I LNU.M.W.Puerto .Rican, a ttended Cna lihinn 

Strategy & Tactics, JSSS Fall '55-.R3 per 13/28/56)( 7-6 

1-NY 100-86624 (CP,USA INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS I{12-14) 

1-NY 100-79719 (CP,USA POLITICAL ACTIVITIES)fl2-l4) 

^-NY 100-9^583 (CP LINE)(12-14) 

•i-NY 100-26603-C42 (NY COUNTY CP)(l2-l4) 


EMA:EEC 
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3-23-56 Speech by George Blake Charney on 

The XX Convention of the CPSU 
Yugoslav-American Home 
405 W 4l St. 


The meeting started shortly after 8:00; A1 arrived 
at 8:30. Charney at that time was just finishing his 
introduction. His talk had four main divisions. He spoke 
from notes and emphasized that what he was about to say 
was his own thoughts on the convention. 

His first topic was Capitalism versus Marxism. 

His views reiterated the doctrine of two systems opposed 
to each other. His second point was concerned with a 
denunciation of Imperialism. He herein covered the 
subjects of Colonialism and American Capitalism. Nothing 
radically new was contained in these two points. 

His third subject was theoretical problems raised 
at the XX Congress. He herein discussed the topic of the 
inevitability of war in the fight against capitalism. 

Due to the unique type of Capitalism found in the United 
States, he agreed with the theory that war was not 
absolutely necessary for the establishment of Communism. 

The topic in which the vast majority of the 
audience was interested was covered last, Stalin. He saw 
three approaches to this problem; a total devaluation of 
Stalin, a. rebuttal of the anti-Stalin criticism and a 
continuing sanctification of Stalin, and, lastly, a mixed 
position. He here declared that what he was saying was a 
tentative opinion which would have to wait until 
Khrushchev's speech, delivered to the Congress in 
executive session on the cult of the individual, was 
published before his theory could be crystalized. He 
believed that a report of this speech was contained in the 
Sunday Worker , which unfortunately he had not yet had a 
chance to read. His view on the subject was that Stalin was 
a great man, with some faults. At this point he suggested 
that <all branch and section leaders of the party should 
hold discussions on the subject. The thoughts presented 
at these meetings would then be presented to the soon¬ 
forthcoming convention of the CfUS. A murmur rippled 
through the audience expressing their surprise and pleasure at 
the announcement of this convention. 





* 




At several points during his talk Charney addressed 
the audience as "Comrades and friends". While questions 
were being collected from the audience the chairman 
unidentified negro, introduced "the chairman of the 
Manhattan Communist Party Organization, Comrade Ben Davis". 
Davis thanked "Comrade George" for his presentation. 

Addressing the "Comrades" in the audience, he asked that 
discussions be held at the branch and section levels on 
the subject of Stalin; these points would then be presented 
at the convention of the CPUS. He then announced the rally 
at. Carnegie Hall on the 28 on the Smith Act, asking all to 
be present. The questions having been collected, he turned 
the rosrum back to "Comrade Charney".' 

Charney announced that the audience, which 
numered somewhere between 300 and 350, had submitted over 
a hundred questions. He then answereed about half a dozen 
of these. All the questions dealt not with the bulk of the 
talk but with the subject of Stalin. They were of the 
nature, where were these collective leaders during Stalin's 
reign. Do we (CPUS) follow blindly what the CPSU and 
Moscow says," Where do American Communists go from here? 

The answers, probably keeping quiet, we have in the past 
but will be more independent in the future, and let's 
examine our position discuss the situation and distill our 
thoughts at the convention. 

The meeting adjou rned at about 10:30* Present 
in the assemblage were|[(of Coalition class), a yqung 
supposed member of the lxl (also from Coalition class) 
and two other individusls who were in Coalition class during 
the fall term. 


Sidney 
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The informant 
Club of the North-West— 

at the apartment of|_ 

Bronx, NY. 



COPY 


Report 


Coimnunist Party IKS.A. 
Activities 


March 6, 1956 
New York 


A meeting of the Communist Party Club of the^ 
North-West Sectio n of the B ronx, N.Y. was held on March 1, 

1956 at apart, of I I on I _ \, Bronx, N.Y. 

The following members of the C.P. Club were present 
at this meeting: 

I I and I I Sam Cohen, I .. I. 

-~~b.nd l I - recently transfered to the Nor th-West 

Section. E&e resides at I Bronx, N.Y., [ „ _ 

I I told me that l l is an old member of the party. Her 

husband is very active in party work somewhere else -r not m 
this section. I |is in the early 30'dark hair, 

dark compl.; about 

I I was I I of the meeting. 


The first question of discussion was the appointment 
of a new Club Organizer. 

I I told the meeting that she has to resign as 

Club Organizor because she is being assigned to another party 
job" and will not be able to p erform the duties■of Club 
Organizor. "(After the meeting f I told me that the Bronx 
County Committee wants her to be the County s educational 
director. Por this job she will be instructed by the 
outgoing educational director of the Bronx County who was 
"temporarily assigned to this job by the State Committee (N.Y.J 
because the County (Bronx) didn*t have an educational 
director") 

| | said that the Section Committee is "recommending" 

I I for the job of Club organizor and asked the meeting 




• • 


for approval. | | was approved by "the meeting as 

re c cmmende d. 

The next question was the question of "collective--- 
leadership." 


|-1 told the meeting: "I am sure that everyone^ 

of vou read in the press about the Congress of the Communist 
Party of the U.S.S.R as you know the Central Committee of 
Communist Party of the U.S.S.R. reaflrmed the necessity of 
reestablishing collective leadership in the party. So from 
now on we got to adopt the same line. Collective leadership 
the old policy of our party to which we are now returning. 

I belive it would be advisable to elect tonight a Club 
Collective leadership." 


is 


I I asked if the question of collective leadership - 

was discussed by the section, or by higher party committees 
or it is her own interpretation of the question o* following 
the policy of the Central Committee of the C.P. of the 
Soviet Union on collective leadership? 

I 

I I answered that she doesn't know what stand "the 

higher party organs" took on this question. She belives 
"that the party leadership has a definite approach to this 
question and that "it is quite possible that there are 
definate instruction on the question of collective leadership. 
The section (North-VIest Bronx) did discuss this question. 

It must have reached the section through the regular, party 
chanels otherwise there wouldn't have been a discussion of 
it in the section and the club organ!zors wouldn't have 
been instructed to raise it at the club meetings. 


A short d iscussion followed. The participants 

in the discussion -I ~]~ 

approval of the "idea of collective leadership which will 

serve to "revitalize party activities." 


In connection with the above the meeting elected 
a "Collective Club leadership": 


2 


I 1 - Club organizor. 

Sam Cohen - Literature director, 
i \- Financial secretary., 

|-- -1 (He was not 

present at meeting, Put| , |said 

that he will accept this job. 

I I at one time was educational 

director of the Mosholu Sec tion 
(Bronx) C.P. - according to| | 

I-if he) - assistant Educ. director 

1 -^--land Civil rights. 

I I reported that in connection with the 

alignmen t to coll ect food for the "starving Negro children 
assignment. ^ ^ __ J| -1 covered "two apartment houses 

X _ _ - . t___J 


S ^ei??S P ^e he (l?ok7inY I .)''^-we joixS^d^-W 

like 125 cans of-food. The tenants m these houses consist 
of Jews, Irish and Italians. The food was given willingley 
and no one asked whom or which organization we represent. 

The people were very sympatetic to us. I belrve that we could 
try to use out these two houses for different things, 
especialy in connection with the circulation campaign of the 

Daily Worker." 

Sam Cohen was asked to give this last remark his 
special attention. 

| |told the meeting that because of the big^ 

demand for tickets for Foster's birthday party this section 
couldn't get more than 10 tickets (one table) &nd that there 
is only one ticket for this club. She said that she and 

|---1 got. two tickets from diff erent source s, The 

meeting agreed to give this ticket to | | (for f *0./ 

as suggested by I L 


1956 at 


It was decided to hold the next meeting on March 13th, 
- |i„l - -1., Bronx, N.Y. 


J. Morris 
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paraphrase) 
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furnish reliable infor¬ 
mation 

Date of Activity; 14-/5/56 

Date Received: 14-/5/56 

NY 1745-S*-, on 14-/5/56, furnished infor mation which 
iniii rtatftfl ^ that BEN DAVIS was in contact with one | |(possibly 

_ \ and also with JIM (possibly JIM FORD). 

JIM told BEN that he had seen the article' in the b6 
paper by MAX WEISS and asked if that was "a line” and said b7 ' 
"that's a| |(ph) line." 


_DAVIS agreed and said it 

than |and n in the first pla 

with usn•o o•, with the cult of one 
discussion about the party policy 
glad to see the "Pravda" editorial 
who are firing from all angles.,, 
the cult of individual you 

leadership apd everything. That's 
some of the stuff in the "Daily." 


was a little more developed 
ce it has nothing to do 
man, its just a general 
and line, and I (DAVIS) was 
today raise h.., about people 
under the guise of criticizing 
know the party's policies and 
long been my feelings about 
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1- NY (100-93614-) (JAMES FORD) (7 J /-20-ll) 

1- NY (100-18672) (MAY (S _ 
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1- NY (100-85788) (BILL TAYLOR) (#20-10) 
1- NY (100-16785) (JAMES JACKSO N) (#7-5) 
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DAVIS further told JIM he had heard WEISS was going 
to have an article in the "Daily Worker" but did not know it 
was going to be this and that evidentally it was not the end 
and would be continued tomorrow and "maybe he'll get to that 
STALIN (thing) tomorrow." 

DAVIS stated it was only a general discussion about 
the line of the party and that "somebody just puts it out 
there, with no idea whether this is as yet a discussed .*•••• 
or official line." 

JIM agreed with DAVIS and indicated that since some* 
one was the educational director, he was beginning to think 
this was the official line. 

DAVIS related to JIM that he knew nothing about it 
but that it was permissible and said it was a speculative line 
in some respects an£ that some re-adjustments will have to be 
made in this general direction, but that to attempt to say 
positively and with certainty that this or that would be done 
that "it already begins to lay down another kind of doctrinism." 

DAVIS asked JIM how the meeting was yesterday, 4A/£6, 
and JIM told him there were some interesting disc ussions b ut 
that there had been some differences and that[ZJ(possibly| I 
I , was drafting something and would submit it to BEN. 

JIM said he agreed in some sort of modification for 
some sort of final opinion on the question of organisation or 
reorganization. 

JIM stated that ! I , kad 

a different view point which accounted for his oeing so sharp 
in drafting something on which he l 1 a^so wanted a final 

opinion. 


ho 
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Memo 

J5u xOO-23825 

DAVIS told JIM he would be unable to attend an affair 
the following evening, I4./6/56, at which he was to be the main 
speaker, due to his back condition. He stated he could not 
stand long enough to give a speech and that BILL TAYLOR was ad¬ 
vising the people he, DAVIS, would not attend. DAVIS stated 
they had other speakers for the affair, mentioning GEORGE WATT 
and JACK (JAMES E. JACKSON) and others. 

JIM told BEN to tell his I I, that he had put 

some names in the mail which she will get tomorrow morning and 
said she was to call some people. 

In connection with DAVIS* back condition, NY 17ii-5~S* 
further reported on Ij./5/b8, that DAVIS has had a brace pre¬ 
pared for him by the Jack Schwartz Orthopedic Appliance Co./ 
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THE FOLLOWING INFORM/.TTON RECEIVED FROM THIS 
INFORMANT MUST BE COMPLETELY PARAPHRASED SO AS TO FULLY 
PROTECT THIS INFORMANT'S IDENTITY , ' ' 1 

I was contacted on 4/23/56 by SAs RICHA V D ^~ 
H. BLASSFR, of the New York Office, and BRYAN F. JINNETT, JR., 
at which tim e he advised th at he was contacted on Wednesday, 
April 18, by I I CP Organizer for Merc er -•Hu nterdon 

Counties, New Jersey, The informant stated that | | 
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advised him that he had just at tended a discu ssion held in 
New York City, which was led bv I I con cerning the 

Soviet 20th Congress; further, that according to I F this 

conference or discussion was made up of persors holding 
positions similar to his. 


According to the informant. 


] stated that he 


] 


is presently making a person-to-person canvass of the Party 
people within his territory to determine their opinio ns 
concerning this 20th Congress, Informant stated that | 
indicated that in his area, there is great confusion, 
disillu.aionm.ent, and extreme bitterness; further, that there 
are several comrades who will undoubtedly take th is occasion 
to leave the Party, Informant stated that I I advised K him 

that he was of the opinion, however, that these comrades 
had. probably been looking for an excuse,- and would grasp this 
opportunity, " • 


The informant stated that during this visit. T I 
made arrangements to'use the informants farm on Hay 13, 1958, 
in order „to have a meeting made up of approximately 25 of 
the leading CP comrades of the Mercer — Hunterdon County 
area.for an all day discussion of this 20th Congress, 

This discussion x-fould- be held in order to clarify the questions 
raised by tbrs 20th Congress; would go into the problems 
raised by this Congress;would attempt to soothe or appease 
upset feelings of the comrades. The informant remarked that 
this is a good example of the Party’s problem on the lower 
levels today, and that it is occupying a great deal of the 
Party leaders 1 time. 


According to ‘the informant. 


stated that 


the discussion group held in New York City attended by him 


be 
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bo 
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concerned how to handle this ty :e of discussion with rank 
end file members; how do 'we understand changes which heve b6 

taken place, with | | commenting that this Congress will b7c 

result in the lost profound reorganization in thinking 
methods and organization of Communists in every country in the 
world* He stated^ however, that only one action of the 20th 
Congress had received any attention, which was its re-evaluation 
of STALIN. 

According to the informant, _ stated that this 

Congress modified a number of basic Marxist and Communist 
principles of theory and Philosophy. For one, historic 
4iti;it:ude.- of Communists toward war between. Socialist and 
Capitalist nations being inevitable has been modified to its 
not being inevitable; further, that Socialism may be achieved 
without the necessity of armed action or violent revolutionary 
means. Making this possible is the fact that the Soviet 
Union and its satellite nations have created a condition 
internationally today, which has grectly altered the relationship 
of world forces and the balance of military, diplomatic, and 
strength.*.-... Cbnsequently, the Communist movements 
in nonr-Soviet countries can now receive assistance in 
their efforts of a t ype whic h was impossible in an earlier 
period. According to I ~~L this Congress modified one of 
the basic precepts- of STALIH, which was. in turn based on 
MARX, that is, that to the extent Socialism in the U.S.S.R. 
and elsewhere grows and expands, to that extent the resistence 
of former ruling classes will intensify and. become sharper, 

(This theory applied the policy of terrorism, brutal dictatorship, 
violence against democracy, etc.) The Congress altered 
this viewpoint and reversed it to its opposite, i.e., 
as Socialism grows and expands, the strength and fighting 
capacity of the formc-r ruling classes declines and becomes less 
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menacing to the Socialistic Order. Consequently, mass terrorism 
is unnecessary, greater internal democracy may be permitted, 
civil liberties may be allowed, ete„ 

The informaiit quoted f I as stating that the 
existence of this condition weakened the Soviet Union 
internally by persecuting its own people and weakened - 
Communists throughout the world as being enemies of democratic 
rights and personal liberties„ With iustification, as a 
result, liberals and Socialists of non-Soviet type, work5.ng 
people, and numerous other ‘segments of people turned violently 
away from support of the U.S.S.R. and world Communism; 
further, that this made impossible any likelihood of unity 
or collaboration with other anti-Capitalist and anti- 
hjiperialist elements In other countries of the world, such -as, 
TITO, The British Labor Party, The Second Socialist Inter¬ 
national, The Free Confederation of Labor Unions, and other 
world groups. Thus, a pre-condition for creating a national 
anti-Capitalist and anti-imperialist movement, and finding 
a basis for unity and collaboration with these non-Communists 
by the anti-Capitalist- and neutralist forces dictated the 
urgency of correcting this aspect of their tactics and 
thinking. 

The informant quoted | as placing last the re- 

evaluation of the ro3© of STALIN and the modification of 
STALIN*s line and policy, which does not fit the present b7c 

situation in the light of the foregoing. However, in re¬ 
evaluating STALIN, more than the foregoing has t® be gone ' ’ 
into • 

STALIN* s diplomatic -policy resulted in estrangement 
of nations and peopl'es from the U.S.S.R.,'-wherein the U.S.S.R. 
departed from his basis as a democrat socialist nation and' 
took on strong overtones of outright imperialist aggrandizement. 





1 


£ 

v. 


k/2k/56 


PAGE five 

MTARK (lOO-ij.28ij.) 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

CP, USA 
IS - C 


Th.e informant quoted | ~| In this instance as having mentioned: 

i. Forcing Finland to give up the Porkhala Naval Base* 


b6 

b7C 


._. 2. Forcing Chinese to give up Part Arthur, which 

■*- n I_r s words was indefensible/'" in that it had nothing-,in 

common with p*ure Socialist policy* 


According, to the informant,[ 
the causing of the Berlin Airlift xvas u nnecess ary 
cative as a result of STALIN*s policy. 


imnlied that 

and oro-vo- 

— -- - - jr-i_,mentioned that 

had this policy not been so provocative, the Korean ^ar 
would not have taken place. Therefore, a basic step to 
rewin the confidence and respect of peoples of the world 


was necessary, in completely 
of STALIN* s foreign policy. 


junking 


the form and character 


16 

b7C 


~ ^(The informant specifically pointed out at this time 
that nothing whatsoever has been said, however, concerning 
the content and objectives of STALIN?s foreign policy, which 
presumably would remain the same*) 


According to 


_ _, STALIN’s policy concerning the 

U.S.S.R, was correct In the-beginning, but was carried on too 
long, e.g., a lack of-democracy and a highly regimented 
and semi ^.military form of civil life destroyed in'ative, ■ 
created fear of responsibility, and showdd up disastrously 
in factory production, managerial responsibility, agriculture, 
arts and sciences,* ' 


be 

b7C 


Arts and sciences were practically choked with no 
worthwhile book, novel, history, 'grammar, or poetry appearing 
in years. Most works produced have been hackneyed and trite, 
inasmuch as the artists were afraid of. misplacing commas* 
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Normal flowering of art and culture was stultified* 

science, greet gains have, been made, but only 
because scientists somehow got around restrictions placed 
upon them. - ’ 

\ 

Agriculture was at a noint of.almost disintegration, 
because of^constant tinkering by ignoramuses, who pursued 
unscientific, unsound, and completely -wrong theories of' 
biology, genetics, and plant pathology. 

; The military was greatly weakened and became nothing 
more than a house oiyran of STALIN T s personally selected people, 
military worth notwithstanding. The"purges of the military 
in 1937 and 1939, which executed nearly'10,000 of the Officer 
Corps of the Red Army left the nation practically leaderless, 
in a military sens^ ri;.ht on the advent of war. 


Marshal 
appeared 
Germans, 
was that 
selves, 


According to the informant, | | stated that 

TUKHA CHE V S KY was executed on the basis of what 
to 'he .valid charges of collaboration with the 


but what was not known or recognized at the time 
this, evidence had been planted by the Germans them- 
so that.the Soviets would find it. 


■b6 
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- „ Finally, STALIN completed abrogation of internal 
CP^democracy, of criticism, self-criticism, and the like. . 
Criticism liras equated with treason. Internal democracy 
disappeared and the Party took on a semi-military character 
in order giving and obedience. 

This, in turn, destroyed initiative, enthusiasm, 
responsiveness, and created fear among the membership. 
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At this point. 


__|pointed out that from 1938 to 

195>3> no Soviet Congress of the Party was held, during which 
the Soviet Party worked aimlessly without plan or guidance. 


A s to ex actly how this .ha opened, the informant 

stated that |_| gave long explanation which did not vary 

.from the explanations given by WILLIAM Z. FOSTER, in his three 
re cent ar ticles: further, that STALIN could do this, according 
to I L because of pressures which the TIS.S.R, faced from its 

inception, externally with war and civil war, and internally . 
with the fight to overcome remnant's of old ruling classes 
and efforts to build industry under the Five Year Plan, 

This situation created an atmosphere where the 
Party and the nation lived through a semi-military existence, 
where order giving was the rule with little time available 
for discussion;where unity ■■•-as paramount, and when if one felt 
Inclined to criticize, there would be self-restraint due to 
the urgent atmosphere prevailing, ■ In this situation. Party 
democracy disappeared bit by bit - with one man rule commencing 
to take form at the top and throughout the country, bringing 
in its path all the mistakes and weaknesses earlier mentioned* 

For other COMMUNIST PAR9332S.in the world, this also 
had a retrogressive effect. The.seme departure from internal 
democracy, collective leadership, criticism, and self- 
criticism, and the creation of cults around little TALINS 
in other countries commenced to take form. 

More serious was that .these Parties lost their • 
independence of thinking; lost their initiative and their 
ability-to politically examine and appraise problems in the 
light of their own nation 1 s interests, and. the interests of 
the people of their country. These Parties'became simply 
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parrots in repeating the line and policy of STALIN and every 
statement lie Issued, Tlie Parties would mechanically try to 
find- application to their ovn country of things STALIN 
indicated for the U.S.S.R.. even where no'such basis existed, 
(According ,to , this certainly shows that the CF, : k 

USA, has been a stooge of the U.S.S.R. all along*) * 

The informant quoted I I as stating that while 
we in America had qualms on many occasions concerning certain 
problems and evils, we kept quiet, kept peace, and said .nothing* 
We did all this because of an impression that the U.S,S,R. 
was being lied aboutj that they had good reasons for what 
they were doing and rather than denouce them, it was our job 
to defend© We now spe that we were wrong* We were wrong 
to try to apply Soviet policy in the United States with no 
basis for the same, 1,r e were wrong to try to attune our 
Party to every decision ai.d turn of the Soviet Party, Ve , 
were wrong in attempting to mechanically transpose Soviet 
experiences and form of Socialism to our country, whose history 
and traditions x-rould require a different form. The effect- 
of all this on the CP, USA, has been disastrous., 

- ' f 

According -to the Informant, | | stated that 

it is doubtful if the pressures of th6 last 10 years of cold 
war which caused,so much damage bo the CP, USA, would have 
happened if it had stood on itsom feet as an American CP; 
further that had. the CP, USA, acted differently, I I stated 
that he doubted that the leftist Communist trade unions would 
have been expelled from the CIO, and. implied that this 
expu lsion w as due to the CP ! s provocation. Informant stated 
that | I noted that certainly the formation of the PROGRESSIVE 

PARTY was an outright mistake, and the way that the Party 
has be-n working for tho past five y ars (underground) was 
unnecessary and at least adventurous. 
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I I Indicated t according to the informant, that 

when the Trotskyites wore on trial in Minnesota during the 
early 1940 fs * the'Party made a-criminal mistake in' actually 
helping to convict them, i\ T hile it should have known that the 
C?, USA, would be next on the list; further, that the policy 
of the CP, USA, toward the Nisei during i ,T orld Var II was 
criminal in that it condoned the placing of the Nisei in 
concentration camps, etc*, because the Soviet Union was at 
war and her needs were paramount* 


The informant stated that, according to |_l the 

Party has not been thinking of its own road, to Socialism for 
America, which it must do now; further, that he Indicated that 
this free~wheeling discussion within the Party is goin g to_be 
a vast discussion. According to the informant, I I stated 

that he did rot see how we could avoid having a convention 
toward the end of the year after this fre,e~wheeling discussion 
period has become finalized, in order 
new program for the CP, USA; further, 

ar'e starting now at various levels of the Party, which up to 
date have been more or Is ss haphazard, inasmuch as all materials 
are not available-, and the top Party leadership seems to be 
pretty foggy on some of the questions. 


to write an entirely 
that many discussions 


■be 
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advised that in view of the above, the 
Party r s main move would appear to be that it plans to concentrate 
on the United Front Tactic”, which in his opinion, means that the 
Party will become more dangerous, as it attempts to ally 
itself with Socialists, liberals, etc. 

The informant stated. that, in his opinion, the 
above information rece5.ved from I I was that disseminated 

by NEMMY SPARKS, ape that'it is the result of discussions 
among the top leadership of the Party to date*. The informant 
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stated that it is obvious that these discussions up to now 
are fragmentary, and this entire proposition is merely 
preleminary discussion; further, that as these discussions 
progress in the, future, things mentioned above may be modified 
but he doubts it. 
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of activity 


who has furnished 
"reXxaUTFinforiiiation in the past. 
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Meeting of Greenwich Village CP 
Section, 4/11/56. 
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Agents Contacting: 


Date contacted 
File where located 


SAS jj lOBSRT^J. DOLAN AND | 

/+/13/56 

Agent’s notes, initialed by 
informant, ma y be located as ai 
attachment to] 


On the evening of i|./ll/5>6, a meeting of the 
Greenwich Village Secti on of the N Y County CP, was held at 
53 Barrow Street, NYC. | | identified the following 

individuals as present at; tms or meeting: 

1. |_| Section Organizer 

2 . | | Section Press Director 

3» _ Section Membership-Financial Director 

M-» l ~l Guest speaker, who _ 

felt was a NY State CP 
official. 


_|, Section Member 

_l A Club Organizer of the Greenwich Village 

Section. 

_ a guest at the Section meeting. 

L a Section member, who commented 
during the meeting that he had been 
a CP member for 18 years. 

Club Organizer of the PTA Club of the 
Greenwich Village CP. 

I a Club Organizer of the Greenwich 
Village Section 

a Club Organizer of the Greenwich 
Village CP Section. 

ICC-'NU), a Club Organizer of the Greenwich Village 
CP Section 


2 




MEMO 
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(LNU), who was a guest at the Section meeting. 

| | described | 1 as white, 

male, 3b years old, , 160 lbs., light 

brown hair, shar blue eyes, wears "sharp- 
shoes 1 ', employed as an electrician, and 
apparently a very active CP member. 

_ whose stat us with the Section was 

unknown to [ Informa nt 

determined I 

resided in I 

L imn- 

1 Club Organizer of the ’’LP Club of the 
Greenwich. Village CP Section 

1(LNU), a rank-and-file CP member, who was a guest 


at the Section meeting. 


described 


her as white. Female, 5*4” > 130Ubs., 

35 years old. dark brown hair, single. 


Fund Drive 


, announced the following quotas for this 

year's Fiona J^rxve ror the Greenwich Village CP: 

, \ a Glub (ALP Club) $1000.00 

\s C lub 1025.00 

I Is Clu b 1235.00 

I'a Cl ub 720.00 

s 0lub 825•00 b 6 

I' s club (PTA Club) 800.00 b7c 

I ~I s Club 740 .OO 

|s Club 600.00 

The "new" Clu b 1200.00 

| | 's Club (Greek Club) 400.00 

Greenwich Village Section ^uota $8,545.00 

It was stated that individual Fund by*ive quotas this 
year would be based on the anount assessed a member in 1955 and/ 
or an amount equal to a member^ weekly salary plus 10%. 
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MEMO 

ptct 100 - 26603-01879 

I stated the Section Fund 9hota was slightly b7e 

lower then in 1955, because the Section had been reorganized 
and because people had moved. He also commented that any 
money contributed to n The Ivorker 11 could be credited to a members 
■fund Drive %uota. 


It was stated the Section desired 30% of the Fund Drive 
quota in by May 1st, 50% in by May l5th, and 100% in by the 
conclusion o* the Fund Drive on 6/16/56. 

I l 1 TT U) announced that if any C.P members .had TV 

repairs, and they gave their business to the Television Store at 
252.C. Bleecker St., NYC. they may obtain a reduction toward their bs 
Fund Drive quota of 20 % of their receipted repair bill. b7c 


(Fisur by SA 


tj . . , -J on h/13/56, determined Bill»s 

Radio and T 1 Service is located at 252f Bleecker St., NYC. A 
separate memo will be prepared regarding investigation of this 
establishment.) 


residence j 
Club Financial Directors 
Drive under way. 


stat ed a meeting will be held at her 
} on Monday evening, 4/23/56, for all 


for the purpose of getting the Fund' 


Club Organization 


be 

b7C 


l-1announced he desired to have all the CP Clubs of 

the Oreepwlch Village Section to hold elections at their next 
Resting. In lip.e with the policy of **collective leadership,'* as 

from the 20th Congress, CPSU, Club leadership would consist 
of the following officers: 


1 « Organizational Secretary 

2. Financial Director 

3. Press Director 

4. Educational Director 


[ 


. .also commented that in the future a member of the 

Section Staff would attend as many Club meetings as possible. 

I I fa rther stated the Section wa s having troub le witl 


& Clu b Organizer. He told 

desired to continue as a ^lub Organizer it 


even though_ 

would be necessary for the Section~to "replace hert 


] that 


be 

b7C 
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MEMO 

1'TY 100-26603-C1879 


"The Meaning of the 20 th Congress, CPSU" 

hpm-m hm _ . I - arrived after the meeting had 

oe._un, hav.me, U v>^ ayiwl i OU rirst to makg sure the meeting was 

in progress* |_I spoke for approximately on e hour nn 

"The Mean ing of th e 20tfc. Congress of the CPSU." 
described ! | as very charming but whose speech was almost 

exactly tne same as the speech delivered by GEORGE BLAKE 
CFARUTY, HY state CP Chairman, on 3/23/^6, at Yugoslav Hall, 
FYC. 


four main topics: 


s speech was broken down into the following 


20th Congress? 


1, What was the assessment of the world situation by the 


2o What is the significance of the Sixth 5 3?ear Plan? 

3 9 What are the main theoretical lessons that emerged 
from the Congress? 

I 4.0 What are the implications of the revelations in 
respect to Stalin, especially with respect to our own Party? 

After his speech, I 1 stated there is still no 

"collective view" in the CP on the Stalin question. He stressed 
that his comments before this group were his own personal 
thinking although, he has addressed several sections regarding 
the 20 th Congress. 


commented there is an "all out effort" to 


re-enroll old members in the CP - "even people we expelled or 

dropped," _| declared in regard to expulsions, "Maybe we' 

were throng, rnd that the party’s efforts to re-register members 
was based upon "A revaluation in view of the Congress." 


After his speech and a short question period, | 
departed and the section members agreed to continue the discussion 
at the next Section meeting. The majority of the section members 
present argued their desire to narrow th e discussion down to 
. specific issu es, but this was opposed by| I and 

_I who argued "We want the Wfeind of demopracy the 


NY 100-26603-C1879 


20th Congress has-." It was therefore decided that'.»only after 
a general discussion of the 20th Congress would the specific 
issues be di.scussed 0 In this manner it was stated, "We will 
not repeat old mistakes,," 


I _| commented that there appears to be a 

tendency to defend Stalin among CP members. This is apparently 
happening throughout the entire Party. 

May Day Celebration 


I_lannounced a permit had been obtained for the use 

of Union Square on I 4 ./ 30 / 56 , for the annual May Day celebration. 

I-1 stated there would be more information regarding the May 

Day program at the next Section meeting. He urged the members 
present to watch the "Daily Worker" for details and to' attempt 
to get individuals out for this year's t celebration who have not 
attended in the past few years. 


b( 

b” 

b' 


Next Section Meeting 

I l announced the next meeting of the Greenwich Village 
CP Section would be held at 7 :Il 5 PM. on Wednesday. h/p^Afc. 
the residence of 

1,NYC. 1 - 1 


The meeting was adjourned at about 11:15> PM, 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


TO: SAC, New York (100- i£ 086 £ ) 

FROM: SA | | (12-16) 

SUBJECT : | "ft l -/&) 


Date: May 7, l$$6 


SOURCE: NY 177ii-S^ (Conceal & Paraphrase) 

CHARACTERIZATION: Who was in a logical position to 

furnish reliable information, 

DATE RECEIVED: April 25, 1956 

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL: 100-120865 - 1A JL_, photo / / 1<%19 4 20 

NY 177ll~S* on k/2 5/56 furnished information concerning the 
above captioned (individual) ( organization), which i nformation was 
maintained in the residence of | [ 

I may be documented as follows i” 

In May, 195h I [ who has furnished reliable information 

in the past, advised that at that time,| [was the Financial 

Secretary of the Cultural S ection of the Harlem Region Communist. 

Party* On January 7, 1956, | \ advised SA | 

that to the best of*his knowledge, I I was still considered 

to be a Financial Secretary in the Harlem Region CP* 

The identity of I I should be carefully concealed 

so as to protect the source of the above information, - 


100-95583 (Ciym l-G©) 

lcc* 100-8662!* (G3P*t©A.3S2ERMT203SASr RELATIONS) 
loot 100-26603 <eP*USA, Mstricb 2) 


BPM:bpm 


SEARCHED—._A~ _/. 

? *AY7 I9G3JS-— 

i 1 - 7FI 







* 



Informant made available handwritten notes which appear to relate 
to various economic comparisons between the United States and the USSR 
as well as comments concerning party theory. In part, these notes read 
as follows; 

“Steel 

106 mill US ' ' ' 

SR 1*5 - 1$60, 63 Mil (1963, 90) or 9/l0. 

“theoretical Questions - War hot inevitable* Economic base for war 
has shrunk* peaceful transition to socialism through use of parliamentary 
means possible* USSR Party underestimated .strength of nat’l movement* 

“Reapprisal of GANDHI, 

“Stalin - Estimate of If 1 

“United Front. 

“Material changes in Soviet society, change to comm* General independence 
of Marxist parties thru out world*' Called for opening up of Marxist 
criticism - reevaluation oi STALIN* Rise of Socialist state' deepens 
crisis of capitalism*' Socialism becoming superior state in practising 
Peaceful. Co-existance* Peace - new zone of peace, neutral nations, 

India, Burma, etc* 


“Coexistance 6th 5 year plan - Economic power of socialist country 
growing phenomenally*.*..having magnetic effect on backward countries* 

“Goal increase, petroleum, electricity, steel* 

“ Cotton, shoes 61*.% million - 297 million 

“US 1*1*8 mm coal'. ' 

SR 390 “ by I960; 593, 1963, 700 million. 

“No increase in US 

“Is the end of Imperialism possible under capitalism?* 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


SUBJECT 


DATE 5/U/56 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603-C40) 


CP, USA DISTRICT #2 
NY DIVISION 
BRONX COUNTY 
IS-C 


Source 

Reliability- 

Date of Activity- 
Date Received 
Received by 
Location 


_ |( protect by 

T symbol) 

Who has furnished reliable 
information in the past. 

4 / 5/56 

4/12X56_ 

saI 


The information contained in this report should not 
be disseminated outside of the Bureau unless it is para¬ 
phrased. 

The informant reported on a meeting of the CP Club 
of the North-Wes t Sect ion of Bronx County held on 4/5/56 at 
the apartment of | | and I 

Bronx, NY. I- 


1-New 

1-New 

1-New 

1-New 

1-New 

1-New 

1-New 

1-New 

1-New 


York 

York 

York 

York 

York 

York 

York 

York 

York 


\ (mL 
(100-7767) L_ 
( 100 - 1202767 ^ 
(IOO-I2393O-IJ 

(100-83432) r 

<100-89402) c 


=“»o) 

ILNU) (#20-10) 

I (#20-10) 

liNu) (#20:i0) - 


1-New York 

1-New York 
1-New York 
(J~New York 
1-New York 
1-New York 

' AEH:jaf 

(17) 


(100-74560) (CP, USA Funds) (#12-14) 

<97-169) ("Daily Worker") (#7-2) 

(100-47142) (United May Day Committee) (#7-2) 
(IOO- 128338 ) (Watchdog Committee for Legislation 
In the National Interest) (#7^2) 
(IOO-H 8525 ) (Bronx Committee For Freedom of 
Political Prisoners) (#7-2) 
(100-98557) (CP,USA Defense Activities) (#12-14) 
(100-50806) (HEORGE BLAKE CHARNEY) (#12-16) 
(100-95583) (CP, USA Line) (#2-14) 




SERJAuZ 


NAY 1 5 1958 



April 9, 1956 
Hew York 


a £po*r 


Cftmmtinist Party Ur.S.A, 


Activities 


A meeting of the Communist Party Club of the 
North-West Section of the Bronx, NY was held on April 5th, 
1956 at the apartment of| L 

Bronx, NY. 


meeting: 


The following members were present at this 


□ (who resides onI 



'_Vithe meeting. 

I I spoke on the CP’s fund drive. She said 
that alohough it was decided that this Club will experiment 
with paying out ("most of the members") the quotas in 
a en-month period., the Section Committee ■was compeled to 

s^lThai 18 ^^ K mS d6Cided tha * ^^eibers 

Anril d lSth C m?? le ^ ed . a of> 60 f 0 of their quotas by 

is -jr, « * ‘ Th + S - d —\ SS r-t on v as ma<i e because the Daily Worker 
is in de s per at e Tiee3. loi^emer gency funds." ^ 

I I also asked'for donations for the Daily 
Worker. "These donations are going to the Daily Worker and 
are handled by the Emergency Committee; this money can not 
be touoh by the government," 

The fo llowing me mbers brough in mone y for the 
CP's f und dr ive: | land I [- &50.00I l 

75.CO; □ -10.00; A1-$55.00. - 


Donations for 
Committ ee wg£e given by ; 
[ and | l lO.OO; | 


JaijLy Worke r's Emerg ency 
. I $15.00;| flO.OO; 

["5.00; | [•5TTXTTI 1 -|3.oo 


| l read to the meeting the call to the 

May Day planning Conference which the Provisional United 
Citizens Committee for May Day 1596 is calling for April 
9th, 1956. 

After the reading of the call I I told the 

meeting that the North-West Section Comm, of the CP is 
asking evey club to send a member to the May Day. Conference. 


After a short discussion on the importance of reeking 
"this May pay a great demonst ration of th e American Working 
Class for peace and freedom"I U/as elected to go 

to this conferenc e as a de legate 'pm not as a delegate 
from a CP Club," I explained: ,I Xdon I t think the 

party (C.P.) will h ave official delegates.” It wa3 
decided to leave to | | on how to register: as a delegate from 
Kingshridge Community Club" or as an individual. 

ti I | also asked to elect a delegate to the 

conference for Legislation in the National Interest," 

She told the meeting that this is an important 
conference and'bur party is anxiou s to play an important 
par ^in this conference." | | -was elected as delegate 

to this conference but not to register as a delegate 
from a communist club. S 

chairman; ..-announced that the Bronx Committee 
for Freedom of Political Prisoners will hold an amnesty 

this^ffair 2,11 an:i asked the club members to attend 


T, Bfoni!Q I .. J to1 ? the meetin g that the Cfaarney- Trachtenberg 
Deiense. Committee ia m need of "comrades to help the 
committee. There is still a lot of work to be done in 

sISSfSsSILT ^ rial ? ® QBGE! and the other 

IS tSdl S:™ ° f churctes » ”«■» organizations 

needs cw^Si ? the comma nities. The committee also 
iKS Sh workers, mailers, etc. I was told that the 

«o e cSsS y to 3 r bers •»* thrf «» «—»«£• 

Rose tas assignSTItill tS ? “° re ° r leSS effectll ra Job." 
of Charney- TrSteS “ °°™- fOT the defens o 

the of b6 

J ne Sc4et Union and Joseph Stalin. b 7 c 

report tto 

0mS 0t *»««»«» * joocialisSis^o^ 
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of special importance. Khrushchev pointe d ou t in his report 
a "basic Leninist approach on .this point: □ nations 
will arrive at socialism,, This is inevitable, "but not 
all will do it in exactly the same way.* Another 
important point which Khrushchev points out is that is 
that 5 our enemies like to depict us as advocates of 
violence. True, we recognize the need for revolutionary 
transformation of capitalist society into socialist 1 

society, hut the use or the non-use of violence in 1 

transition to socialism depends on the resistance of 
the exploiters—on whether the exploiting class itself 


resorts to violence, rather than on the proletariat. 1 " 

I pointed out that the above , quotations - are 
important to -It'S in America, especialy in time of the 
Smith Act trials. With this declaration of comrade - 


Khrusfehev we could come to the Smith Act trial juries 


and to the American people and show to them: 

one—that qur aim is to bring socialism into our 

country by par lamentary means and 

Two—that we are against the-;-use Of violence in the 

transition from capitalism into socialism." 


"By using these two points forcefully and to 
the limit we could knock out the bottom from the entire 
McCarthyite red-ba,* ting Campaign of the reactionaries 
in and outside of the government in the campaign against 
against our party and its leaders." 


He stated that as far as Stalin is concerned, 
k® fr. e IU- v 9S - ^hat "the central committee of the CP of the 
Soviet union acted correctly when it declared that the 
party must return to the principle of collective leadership 
and came oub against the cult of the individual which 
in this case was Joseph Stalin." He said that he decided 
to refrain from expressing himself on Stalin because 
We know very little about what Khrushchev said about 
Stalin and it is quite dangerous to base our opinions about 
Stalin from what we read in the capitalist press, which I am 
sure is printing a distorted picture of what Khrushchev 
said about Stalin—we know very little of the actual ' 
facts." 


A discussion followed. 

I I that Khrushchev's report to the 20th 
congress was "a great contribution to the, cause of 
socialism." He concluded that "we know little of what 
has -happened to the Stalin "the revolutionary ari«3 the 


- 3 - 




great leader of the Communist revolution something 

went wrong with Stalin during' ^ the course for the 

last 20 years of his leadership. As Communist we. can - 

not . t&erate the fact that instead of a leader Stalin 

became a? god. This is against every principle of Marxism-Leninism, 

Many comrades are alarmed bacause of the world-wide 

campaign af the capitalism forces against’-the Soviet 

union and the world communist movement by using the 

Stalin issue to show that communism is a brutal force and 

something very bad 0 I don 1 t think there is cause to be 

alarmed: Khrushchev knew the implications involved in his 

attack on Stalin, and his cult%f the individual. X 

don’t think Khrushchev and the central committee of the 

CESU would do anything that will tend to weaken the 

cause of peace and socialism." 


I_I and | I expressed similar opinions 

on Stalin and on the question that different countries 
"might adopted different tactics in changing capitalism be 
into socialism." bl 

□ told the meeting that he agrees with 
some remarks on the subjects'"' ma de by the different 
speakers but he doesn’t think that Khrushchef made 
a special con u ribution m his remarks on the different 
forms of transition in different countries. This is an 
old ^enruas approach to the-subject and it is the Leninist 
improvement on Marxism which teach;*.- us that the whole 
world will adopt one form of transition into socialism. 

The same goes for the question of violence. Marx^ 
and Lenin, Engels and Kautsky and Stalin, etc., etc. 
almys ..-underlined that they would like to bring socialism 
without revolutions and they always claimed that it is' 
the capitalist class that provokes revolutions. 

Khrushchey also underlined ,hat he subscribes to this 

remains that, as Khrushchev 

Sr the revSnJf 11 con f esS: " True , ve recognize the need 
1 ti nar ^- trap - sltion of capitalist society into 

f ±i iSt f Ciety " and ,,There is that in 

a nimber of capitalist countries the“viol£nt over- 

S?avftSn Sf? ° f 1 the and the sharp 

Tf 8 ^,,^^ stru SS le -cpnp9Cted krtth this are inevitable 

■ mrushch ®y would hav e approached these questioni ^—’' ' 1 rt s 
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differently he would have stopped "being a communist. 

So there is actual ly nothing new in this approach of 

Khrushchev to these questions. We must remember 

that there will always be a resistance by one group when 

another group is ><- trying to take away from it what it 

belives^ - i t- belongs to it by all prescribed rights. The question here 

is not the philosophizing of what came first the chicken 

or the egg. I suppose the capitalist class would be 

willing to live quiety in this present-day society of 

the communists wouldn’t atempt to change their way of 

living. The communists I am sure would be happy to 

change this present-day system withoii t violence if 

the capitalists would agree to waive resistance but, , 

as Khrusnchev stated in his report to the 20th congress: 

”It is not o'ur fault that the Russian and international 
bourgeoisie organized the counter-revolution.” We must 
accept the fact that revolutions will he followed by 
counter actions, counter revolutions. So, here 
we have violence, etc. I agree that there might 

f n vhen one Sgrues a Smith act case. 



“St^S^n^ S0 ° 1 J llsm «“ =«e by debating thin 

is an 0nly thr0llgb bevoluticn-which 


previens 2^te-l“ eS He 0 on^ S“tHSion'S‘ 1 ^ 

s 2" s r s?s » ^f t r rs rs***™ 

side ttoSaSSi *° !?“ °T ^ 2 _°iSL to onr 
as India etc +rTZ Iv -5 1 people and countries such 

idea o^col^tScr J |^J° r * he ^ St to accept the 

a bit brutal and nm-+ a ° Uxd Say ^ ^ as a cl ®ver move but 

aKswSESSSSJ-- 


b6 

b7C 
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danger to the world communist movement lies in the feet 
that should the enemies of the Communist movement recognize 
that Khrushchev supplied them with an important 
propaganda weapon and start a world-wide propaganda 
campaign against communism hasing this propaganda 
on the facts as given out hy Khrushchev that "Stalin 
was a no-good dictator"; that masses of people were 
executed during ■ his which means the communist, regim 
and bring out a c onelussion that such things could ’ 
not happen in a capitalist democracy; that a thing like 
this did happen under Communism and was going on for 20 
years with approval of the Soviets and the world communist 
movement. X am afraid that if such a propaganda 
campaigrf should materialize on a large and serious scale 
the world Communist movement would suffer a serious 
set-back. Of course we got to wait for the autentic 
repor s on the question of Stalin. Communists~ought not 
° go ^ r speculating on this point. But I must 
recog^ze that while some good will come out from all 
of this on the question of collective leadership there 
are also great complications and dangers involved in 
the exploding of the Stalin inmate." 


/ s / 


Morris 



SOURCE t NT 177ii-S^ (Conceal & Paraphrase) 

CHARACTERIZATION: Who was in a logical position to 
furnish reliable information* 

DATE RECEIVED: April 25, 1956 

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL: 100-120865 - 1A ( , photo # 2^zA *3 


NY 177^-S* on it/25/56 furnished information concerning the 
above captioned (individual) ( organization), which in formation was 
maintained in the residence ofI I 


may be documented as follows: 

In May, 195^4 1 who h as furnishe d reliable information 

in the past, advised that at that time, | [ was the Financial 

Secretary of the Cultural Section of the Harlem Region Communist 
Party* On January 7, 1956, I 1arhH go a sa | | 

tliat to the best of his knowledge, |_fwas still considered 

to be a Financial Secretary in the Harlem Region CP& 

The identity of I I should be carefully concealed 

so as to protect the source of the above information* 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum • united states government 


Director, FBI 


5: 5/16/56 


SAC, Albany (100-11574.) 


SUBJECT: CP, USA 

ALBANY DIVISION 
PARTY LINE 
IS-C 

_ I I on May 7 > 1956, (initialed notes filed 

I . |> advised SA ROBERT E. MARGISON that a Communist 

Party meeting wa s held on Mav 6 . 1Q56. This meeting was 
presided over by |[ a member of the New York 
State Communist Party. The informant said that this was the 
first in a series of six meetings designed to encompass all 
Party members in the Albany-Scheneetady area and to discuss 
the 20th Congress of the CPSU. The purpose of the meeting was 
to discuss the Congress, permit the comrades to express their 
views and ask their questions so that their views could be 
returned to the National Communist Party for the formulation of 
the Party-policy regarding this 20th Congress, I I'&lso 


CO: 2-BUreau (RM) 

1-New York (100-50912' 
1-New York (100-9308)i 


IffNearty Lfne^ In f o)(RM) 


J) (19) (Info) (RM) 
Info)(RM) ■ 


UT-NewYor 
1-Albany 
1-Albany 
1-Albany 
1-Albany 
1-Albany 
1-Albany 
1-Albany 
1-Albany 
1-Albany 
1-Albany 
1-Albany 
1-Albany 
1-Albany 
1-Albany 
1-Albany 
1-Albany 
1-Albany 
1 -AIbany 
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presented the views of the state and national on the 20th 
Congress. The meetings are designed to be educational both 
ways -- to educate both the local comrades and the state and 
national Communist party. 


|_| stated that the 20th Congress concluded that 

the CPSU had followed the wrong line and had permitted STALIN 
bo develop the cult of the individual and to stray from Marxist 
theory. Both Communist Parties erred on the Marshall Plan, in 
that they should have supported its good points, and in over¬ 
estimating the threat of war. The CP, USA, erred in not supporting 
Smith Act victims who were other than Party members and the party 
should have defended the principle and not the people involved. be 
The CP, USA, is too far advanced from the masses and isolates b7c 

itself in the line it advances. The CP, USA, believes in the 
oeaceful transition to socialism, acknowledges that any kind of 
change is revolutionary, but insists that revolutionary does not 
mean war a nd conflict. The Party is not run democratically, 

I I concedes, but he maintains that sometimes the Party 

member just can't disagree with leadership. 

The informant stated that the following people attended: 
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I I presided and introduced ! 

who presented the report set forth above. 

I l and I I .jointly proposed that, in the future, 
all issues on which the national leadership of the Communist , 
Party, USA, states a policy should be accompanied by minority 
as well as the majority reports on the specific issue. These 
people also want to hear the reasons why the various members 
of the- national leadership support their side of the particular 
issues. These two people also demanded that the national, as 
well as the state, leadership come down into the Party groups 
and discuss Party issues with the groups, rather than staying 
on a high level and merely passing down policy. 


be 

hlC 


I I stated that the Communist Party 

should be the most democratic party in the world, but is not. 
She compared it to the League of Women Voters where they have 
free discussion and free debate before they arrive at a policy. 
She regretted that this is not true in the Communist Party. 

She criticized the Communist Party for always taking a position 
that i f it is not for'an issue or a group it is against it. 

I said that there is always a middle ground in every issue 
on which the Party could build a united front. 


h6 

hi C 


and 


pointed out that 


there have been plenty of struggles in the American tradition 
which were more revolutionary than the Communist Party and 
particularly pointed to.the Revolutionary War. They said 
that it was a United States tradition of being revolutionary 
and that the Party should follow this tradition. They said b6 

that the Party has lost sight of what the American tradition hie 

really is. 


* 


I_ [ said that the Bill of Rights came 

out of a struggle in the true American tradition and that if 
the Communist party carries on the fight according to the 
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Constitution it would be just perfect. She said that the 
United States Constitution had been made perfectly for the 
Communist Party. 

| |did not like the xvay the leadership 

of the Communist party conducts itself. He said that he has 
seen an instance where a Communist Party Organizer was expelled 
from the Communist Party and then cropped up in other sections 
of the country, again as a Communist Party Organizer. He 
wanted to know how a situation like this was possible. 

| | from Schenectady said that after a man had 
worke d a l ong time for the Party, the Party must take care of 
him. I I agreed with this, but said that such a person should 
be gotten a job in industry by the Party members,'not returned 
to Party leadership. 

|wondered if KRUSCHEV had been telling 
the truth when he gave his report to the 20th Congress. She 
said that he was practicing almost a continuation of the cult 
of the individual because he had held a secre^ session of the 
20th Congress and had given a secret report. She criticized 
the fact that this report was not known to CPSU circles. I I 
said that it was not secret because the Party representatives 
at this CPSU session had taken the report back to their areas 
and passed it down through Party circles. The informant 
questioned whether BULGANIN and KRUSCHEV could be trusted. 

They were STALIN's right-hand men during his regime and they 
had n ever o bjected to his actions so why should they be trusted 
now. I I 's answer was’that we can only wait and see and judge 
them by their actions. 

said that the Party had made a mistake on the 
negro question. He said that the Party had always advocated 
a' separate negro nation in the South, but that this was no 
good and the Party no longer taught that. He said that the 
negro is not interested in a separate nation, but wants 
.integration instead. He noted that the liberation movement 
was a movement for integration and not a separate nation. He 
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noted that an artin.lp> along these lines had been written by 


of 


wrote this article under the name 
commented in this article that whenever 


he looked at the United States £lag he viewed it with mixed 
emotions. BETTY GANNET and some unknown male had answered 


this article and criticized 
two people had never even mentioned! 


Isaid that these 


]'s article, but 


had beat him over the head for something entirely different. 


and [ 


said that that's 
wnen you airier with the Party 


| and 

the way it was in the party, 1 

they beat you over the head or sometimes you get expelled, 
but in any event there is no room for differences in the Party. 
I I said that all this is going to be changed. 


I I was questioned about what happened to these 
points that were raised by the comrades in the discussion. He 
stated that he takes notes on them and takes them back to the 
state and the national for their discussion and then it helps 
formulate Party policy. | | indicated that he operated on 

a state level inasmuch as he said, "We from the state raised 
this question" on a particular issue. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


I I from Schenectady questioned as to how she 

could work efficiently in a group, when she has experience 
along a certain line and sees the group members start to do 
something wrong, and she questioned as to how she could 
correct the action of these people. She was advised that the 
majority would have to rule and that nothing else could be 
done. The informant said that this was not a Party group 
she was referring to, but some mass organization she was 
active in. The informant said thatl 
comment after the meeting thatl 

1 ^ 1 f l — 1 ..a- . . . 


__ . made a 

] was not in the Party and 


that the Party did not want to push her, but that the Party 
wanted to let her know that she could come into the Communist 
Party whenever she wants to. 


b6 

b7C 
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The informant said that 


was in attendance 


at the Comm unist Party caucus on tne Jewish Question which 
" ]'b home. This caucus has been 


was held at[_ 

writ ten up in the|__ 

that | | must be the non-Party member who was a t this 

caucus and to whom reference has been made in the [ 


Jfile. The informant stated 


file. 


Isaid that she thought this caucus was a good 
thing and that more of them should be held and that repre¬ 
sentatives from the national leadership should come to these 
caucuses and address them. 


(then touched on the Jewish Question. He said 
that there used to be 40 million Jews in Russia, but that there 
were only 20 million Jews left now. Hd said that a lot 
of them had gone to Israel, but that a lot of them had been 
murdered by the STALIN regime. I I said that STALIN had 
attempted to eliminate Jewish culture in Russia by doing 
away with the Jewish theaters and liquidating prominent 
Jewish writers. 


I_ _ I said that this move was still 

hurting the Communist Party in New York City and that every 
time the Party went down into the garment section in New 
York, it could not get any place with the people because 
the Party was ac cused of being anti-Semitic because of this 
Russian action. | |maintained that the Communist Party 

USA, contained lors or jewao and was not anti-Semitic. 


b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 


The question was raised as to why the Communist 
Party, USA, had to wait for this uphea val in the CPSU before 
questioning its own operations. \ I said that it was not 
true that the CP, USA, had waited, but rather that the 
CP, USA, had alwa ys bee n active in its self-criticism and 
self-evaluation. | | said that theQPSU had found it necessary 
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to go back twenty years in its self-evaluation while the 
CP, USA, currently was only going back for a ten-year 
period to re-examine its operations. 

stated in response to a question that there 
were very rew negroes in the Soviet union, but that there 
were several million colored. In response to another question, 
he admitted that the Communist Party had made a big mistake 
in trying to organize a thi rd party in this country. The 
informant stated that | | was referring to the American 

Labor Party. 


WRITTEN B Y 

la 



RE TO ATTEMPT TO LOCATE THE ARTICLE 
AS BEING OF INTEREST IN THE 
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Date of report April 8, 1956 

TC’I 0 

I attended a monthly educational meeting at 
the Hungarian Restaurant, 21[j.l Southern 3oulevard, on 
the 20th Congress of the U*S*S.R 0 This was sponsored 
by the Bronx Freedom of the Press Committee, (Communist 
Party of Bx c County) Hunts Point, Tremont, Boulevard 
section* 

,_ The main speaker was one| | introduced 

by I I who chaired the meeting, as one who 

was m the Party for a long time and one time Bx* County 
functionary* 

The meeting was well attended bv about forty 
people, some of which were I l 


County | | . pa rents club or gan!zer 

from the Hunts Point area, | I, and a I I 

I _I who lived on Bathgate Ave 9 a few years back and 

then moved to Florida and has since returned to the Bronx* 


There were quite a few people whom I never saw 

before, 

_ ^he meeting started about nine o’clock, I I 

I I was also there, she gave me twenty five dollars for 

the fund drive which I turned over to | ~| plus thirty 

dollars which I gave her on Wednesday making a total of 
fifty-five for my Club 6* 

I ~l ordered the meeting opened while| 

was setting up a literature table at the rear of the hall, 

After l I introduced the speaker, he didn’t 

rise to speak but sat at a table and spoke in a low tone 
of voice, which was not very audibly in the rear. 


I_[explained that this report on the 20th 

Congress is not to be taken as a complete report but only 









o -* 


f'OPY 


TC-f 


an Inte rnet ation of Krucheves report to the 20th Congress. 
It would be impossible to try and evaluate the true mean¬ 
ing of this lengthy report until the true full length 
report does come from the Soviet Union. 

A report like this cannot be evaluated in one 
evening, but only a series of lengthy discussions by the 
entire membership and from further official sources, then 
and only then will we be able to understand the true 
meaning this report. 

| | did say that this report comes at a time 

when the transition from Socialism to Communism in the 
U.S* is the closest to a reality in the History of the 

U.S. 


That the five year plan of the Soviet Union 
is so realistic and that the possibility of overtaking 
and surpassing the Capitalistic Countries of the U.S. 
and Great Britton, in the means of' production, is coming 
closer to a reality than many people think. 

I | said this- with great confidence and bP 

predicted such an event in the future, and right now b 7 
the Soviet Union outnumbers the U.S. and Great Britton 
in the peaceful means of Atomic energy. 

Another phase of progress in the Soviet Union 
is the further developement of the Socialist Democracies ? 
since* the new administration has taken over after Stalin’ s 
death. 


The new relationship of forces between the 
Soviet Union and the Socialist world and the Colonial 
Countries, which also have developed further in their 

struggle for liberation from Capitalistic domination. 

* 

On Stalin, | | agreed partially with the 

report, in that he was a man who ruled with an iron hand 
and did make certain errors which upon closer examination 
now, showed signes of weakness on his part. 

Stalin’s last book entitled the nonomic 
Problems of Socialism was very incorrect, a sign which 
did not show up until a closer examination of the book 
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was complete. 


His Policy with the Titio regime was also an 
incorrect one, but appear noticable until the 20th 
Congress report was published and evaluated by everyone. 


_|gave his own opinon on how the Communist 

Party should be rim in the U.S* Do not take orders etc. 
from any other Country, disavow ourselves from anything 
foreign, and not to be be subject to a foreign Power, we 
should make our own policy, and speak to the people show 
them the difference between the two systems Socialism and 
Capitalism and if we can convince .the: masses then the 
transition will be made very peaceful and with a minimum 
of trouble. 


We would be willing to sit down with anyone in 
regard to this transition and discuss which is the better 
of the two. 


This transition has a different form in every 
country, as one of our leaders pointed out that, in no two 
Countries will the same problem arise, thus there is no 
general Policy to follow, but only the will of the 
majority. 


After the meeting there was a question period, 
but no answers u ntil the full report of the 20th Congress 
is complete, but I ~1 would answer as many questions as 
he could and the rest he would study and return at a later 
date to report back to us, by then the picture will look 
brighter. 


as wasQ 
Apr il Ip, 


I left immediately after the report. 

Mrs.T also attended the meeting, 


] wife. 


This meeting took place on Wednesday night 

1956. 


bo 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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Date of report April 8, 19f?6 

top 


On Friday night April 6 I attended a Section 
Staff meeting of the Hunts Point. Tremont. Boulevard 


Section Communist Party a t[ 


house | | 


be 

b7C 


This meeting was to he attended to in place 
of the Amnesty rally which was held at the Ijew Terrace 
Gardens. 


| told me about it on Wednesday night, 
that this meeting was more important. 


I called at 


]s house before going over 


to the meet ing place, bu t her baby sitter did not arrive 


yet, it was 

Bddie Fisher downtown, and will be here later. 


J s daughter, she went to see 


b6 

b7C 


I gave me the address and Apt. number, 

when I got there | | was alone, this was the first 

time I saw her a young woman about 38 yrs. old, about 

brunette hair, dark complexion, wears eye glasses, 
is in her ninth month of pregnancy, expects any day, has 
another child a boy of about 2§ years old, is in the 
Party a long time and operates out pf the Hunts Point 
A-rea. 


She knew me, the others must have been talking 
to her because she said as much, we talked of Party work 
while waiting for others to show, she asked about the 
Wednesday night meeting. I told her it was very well 
attended by about kO people. 

I told her that the speaker knew what he was 
talking about, but only could not give a very comprehensive 
report because of the many conflicting stories we read 1 
about, but until further clarifing reports come to us we 
cannot express ourselves too clearly. 

to o ^ 
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followed by 


iter I l came in 

and the last person was 


I l had prepared an agenda and s ome of the 
points were, press and Class as presented by I I 

next discussion on 20th Cohgress, fund drive, club org¬ 
anizers'meeting, Section staff and Committee meeting. 

On Press| |said that he has prepared a 

list of names of suoscnpers from 195>2 to present and 
they c an be separated into areas and visited for subs 
and as | ~| said the drive has been extended to June 30, 

I am to get together with I I next week, 

he will call me up, and go over these cards. 

On the Sections club organizers have started 
March 22, and since postponed, the discussion centered 
around the possibility of holding this class or postponing 
it for a short time. 


I ^I explained that another discussion on the 
20th Congress is going to be held on next Thursday at the 
Hungarian Restaurant 2lLj.l So. Blvd. 

I 1 said that in order to have a clearer 

understanding of the 20 th Congress we have to hold twenty 
four meetings and | | said that we will have that many. 


After discussing the class P | proposed that we 
postpone it for 1 month, but at our subsequent Section. 

Staff meetings we discuss it further. 

There are going to be some changes made in 
Club organizers and by that time we can plan more concretely. 

I I then gave a report on the Wednesday night 

20th Congress meeting and admitted that it will take many 
meetings until we can get a clearer picture on the 20th 
Congress. 
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]brought up that [ 


and[ 


] 


disagreed with the speaker and the manner in which they 
spoke and presented their_aj 2 &ument was a little shocking 
and out of place, and as | | put it the reason for this 

outburst of opinion is our own fault, because it shows a 
lack of leadership and vigilance on our part. 


Jo 6 
Jo7C 


The meeting in itself was very successful and 
will be continued on a weekly basis until a complete 
understanding on the Congress is had by all. 


was 


__ attended a club meeting, whose organizer 

,_„ and said that he was very much pleased 

because every one there was v ery fra nk and asked many 
cuestions, but in response to I I who said that it is 
the d uty of the Section Staff to go to these meetings, 

H agreed but felt that the club organizer should set 


up the agenda and carry the meeting, not the staff member. 


b6 

-b7C 


'These were a few other points on the agenda, the 
fund^ drive and the question of meeting with clubs and 
setting up staff and Section Committee meeti ngs, bu t I had 
to leave at ten thirty so I arranged to meet | | some 

night and go over there points. 


a car with 


A few weeks back X saw 

clean-ino- 

a license number| 

_|a late model 


was turned 


A sub by 

iu by I I at a meeting in the Restaurant. 


bo 
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In the attached rep ort the informan t sets forth 
the detail s of a meetings with I ~l and | | 

I I on I)./10/56 to discuss organization within the 

Hunts Point-Tremont-Boulevard Section of the Bronx County 
CP# 
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Date of report April 18, 1956 

' Ttfi 

I received a call from | 

Tuesday.pight April 10 asking me to -go to I- - 

house, it was very important. I told her that I would 
be there about nine o’clock.- 

When X got to her house after going armm d in 


]s 


b6 

b7C 


T 


circles, the house'number is , , ^ 

thought it was Crotona Pk. Nortn, but after rechecking I 
found the right address. 


I rang the bell, | | and her husband answered 

the door I asked for her and ne did not recognize me 
immediately, but upon refreshing his memory he told me that 
was asleeep. I asked how come didnft she know about 


the meeting [ 

tonifflrh 


_ „_ _ called me up and told me to come here 

tonight because it was very important» 

He said that he was sure t hat | | knew nothing 

about the.meeting, in fact she came home a short while ago, 
after flying from Cleveland where she attended the funeral 
of her stepfather, and she was all knocked out, he had to 
give her a pill to go to sleep. 


b6 

b7C 


I asked if I could call 


to see if plans 


were cha nged, he said it was alright, so I called and asked 
I I how come that there was no one here, so she told me 

to go to the bookshop that s Where it was being held. 

1 then went to the bookshop on 8 07 E, Tremont Ave, 


and saw. 
newly partitioned room', 


andf 


sitting in a 
them that I was 


Jo 6-. 
’b7C 


. _ . , _ r jenp xn ana -cold __ ^ 

running all around town trying to find where this meeting 
was supposed to be held. 

They.app arently k new that there was a mijcup, and 
they also said that| | would not be here because her 

husband was ill. 

*■fS's-FS-J py ^ 
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This meeting was a meeting to discuss ways 
and means of setting up clubs that would function, if 
necessary to change certain club organizers, also to 
elect a Section Committee of the Hunts Point, Tremont, 
Boulevard Section of the Communist Party of Bronx 
Countv. 


I | said that we should guarantee a large 

turnout at this Thursday nights meeting at the Hungarian 
Restaurant 21 J 4 .I So. Blvd. This meeting is a continuation 
of last Wed nesday nights meeting, the principle speaker 
L who was to readdress us again. 


!__ I |spoke briefly on the re-action s of 

_I and | ~~l to the remarks passed bv I 1 

I and said that their disagreement gave us an indica¬ 
tion of how people in our Party are disturbed.and 
especially so at at time like this. 

These two meetings are on the 20th Congress 
of the Soviet Union, and they are no means a fina ! 
analysis of what took place at this Congress but only a 
series of talks to clarify many of us on this important 
subject. 


_ On the clubs \ | went over the list with 

I and myself and said that at present he does not 
propose any changes, but rather we must see to it that 
clubs start to meet and discuss the 20th Congress, the 
fund drive and Press. 


Once we get the clubs to function regularly 
then we can make certain benificial changes. 


The ; 

now we have | 
add a few more. 


Sect! 
and I 


staff and as of 
lator we can 


On the Section Committee we have the following, 
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1 I f rota Youth j I 

I j Bronx River and South Bronx willHSe— 

represented on this ^Committee in the near future also 
a l_I ” editor of the Italian language newspapter. 


In reference to him | | said that in the 

future,he would head a group of Italian speaking comrades 
and that the chances of me being transferred into this 
club, are very good, but as of now'we keep everything as 

it IS* ^ 


tentative date for these section committee 
meetings would be the on the first Thursday of every 
month, in this case on hay 3 . 

A date was also set to call a ll the club 
organizers together for a meeting ,\ |asked if anyone 

wouM object to meeting here, at this bookshop, I 
thought that there would definitly would be obiections. 
so m t hat c ase we meet next Thu rsday April 26 at I 

hnn.qfi - 


I house 1 - 1 

The topic for this organizers meeting is a 
very important one and he is going to askI I 

to prepare a report the topic Review of Jewish Life, 
what are people in Jewish organizations doing, both right 
and left, in our own community etc. 


;ood repor 


irt, 1 


| remarked that could come back with 

she has already made some wonderful reports 


on other topics and is capable of turning out one for this 
meeting. 0 


| | asked | l and I what our personal views 

were about the 20th Congress and the remarks made by the 
leaders of the Soviet Union. 


According to tiie taction at out past meeting 
last Wednesday night the people are confused and rightly 
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so because no set policy has been handed down, and as| 
put it our* own National and others lesser leaders have not 
come out with one single statement concerning this 20 th 
Congress* 

_ was very much confused as much as others 

in our Party, but his reaction corresponds with those of 

_I and until such time that a definite statement 

does come down, we must discuss it in our clubs, 

Section meetings. 

I also agreed that the renarks which l~ I made 
St that meeting were limited but, I agreed with him, that 
the Communist Party in the U.S. must break away from the 
d^ctater and wishes of the Soviet Union, we must stand on 
our own two feet and form our own policy, but as was 
pointed out we cannot make statement pro or con until the 
full text of the 20th Congress pomes out. 


very good am 
survive. 


remarked that this form of criticism is 
is only on this basis that our Party can 


Our Party must be a Party of the people and mot 
the dictater of a few leaders. 

Th e next staff m eeting was set for honday 
April lo, at [ house, and the following one 

for April 30 . 6 ' 

This meeting place was changed a little, as 
you entered a partition was added to the left hand side 
of the room, the reap, extending over to the past wall, 
inside this newly formed room there were about £ desks 
about twenty or thirty chairs, a few bookcases were lined 
against the north wall, a minpiograph machine was atop 
another closet, and from what I, gathered the bookshop is 
open every Tuesday night for the purchape of literature and 
books, a lady is in attendance on this night* 
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DISCUSSION OUTLINE FOR CLUBS 7 


NOTE : This ia simply a guide to club discussion and should not be regarded as a blue¬ 
print cf the definitive estimate of our Party. The discussion leaders should 
exercice the widest lattitude in adjusting the outline to the needs of the club, 
However, we feel that the 20tb Congress decisions can only be evaluated fully 
in the framework of the main questions included here. This does not mean other 
questions are not important or do not deserve discussion. 


THE 20T5 CONGRESS - C.P.S.U . 

I GENERAL SIGNIFICANCE OF 2CTH CONGRESS 

a) Registered the qualitative change in the relations between the Socialist sys¬ 
tem of states and the capitalist world, 

b) Charted the path of transition frcm socialism to communism - the 6th five- 
year plan. 

c) Opened up a new creative fight against dogmatism and doctrinarism, with the 
revaluation of Stalin and his role. 

d) Opened new era of Soviet democracy, 

e) Narked a new breadth and flexibility of Soviet foreign policy, 

f) Noted the changed situation in the'national and colonial liberation move¬ 
ments with 1,200,000,000 peoples having broken with imperialism. 

II THE ECONOMIC PLAN - ITS SIGNIFICANCE 

a) Aim in next three plans to surpass capitalism not only in increase in rate 
of production, but also per capita. 

b) Transition to greater use of atomic energy production of electricity. 

c) End of 48 hour week - transition to 42 hour week and 36 hour week. 

d) Universal compulsory schooling through 10 years. 

III MIN THEORETICAL QUESTIONS 

1. War & Peace 


a) War no longer fatally Inevitable - the peace forces powerful enough to 
prevent war. The economic base of imperialism still engenders war, there¬ 
fore peace is not Inevitable either, but can be won through struggle. 

The economic base of imperialism which engenders war has shrunk however, 
and the political forces continuously changing in favor of peace. 




b) The new concept of a Zone of Peace - includes neutrals and ex-colonies 
as well as socialist world. This contradicts the previous Cominfozm 
position on 3rd. force which was characterized as part of war camp, 

fgftoeful Co-existence - call for transition frcm aimed true© situation 
to lasting peace - a new approach to higher level of peaceful co-exis¬ 
tence. Declared war on ossified diplanacy - called for bold approach - 
no self-imposed isolation. v 

2. Economic AtwIvaIb 

a) Attacked old approach that capitalist production would continuously de¬ 
cline within general crisis of capitalism, 

b) Noted increase sharpening of conflict for markets among capitalist powers, 
especially between U.S.A, and Great Britain, 

c) Disintegration of world colonial system opens up new paths to industrial 
development of former colonies - economic consequences of this develop¬ 
ment on world Imperialist system - Soviet economic aid, without strings, 
to former colonies in contrast to econcanic policy of imperialist states, 

3. Peaceful Transition to Socialism 

a) Peaceful transition to socialism possible - use of Parliament - condi¬ 
tion - leadership of workingclass - reformist vs, revolutionary paths - 
cooperation of Socialist and Communist Parties, 

b) Reaffirms Leninist line of different paths to socialism. 


IV TEE STALIN QUESTION 

1. Challenged system of leadership which violated principles of collective 
leadership. 

2. This Bystem of leadership which violated Marxism-Leninism led to theoretical 

and practical mistakes and open the way to the abuses of Soviet power by the 
Beria gang. * J 

3. Shocking revelations of violation of civil and legal rights - purges - 

violation of socialist democracy that flowed frcm the abnormal power of 

the police; 

k ‘ self-isolation^* f ' 0relen policy wMch increased with tensions and Imposed 

5. Basis for violation of principles of collective leadership and Socialist 
democracy ascribed to a major theoretical error. That is the idea that 
as socialism grows stronger, class struggle would intensify. 

a) This led to political errors in dealing with all who disagreed with any 
aspect of Soviet policy. These were classified as enemies to be destroyed. 
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v SOME TENTATIVE CONCLUSIONS IN RESPECT TO OUR CWTI PARTY 

1. "Together with the ever present need of examining all questions and develop 
ments factually, objectively, scientifically - the chief lesson is the 
lesson of collective leadership, criticism and self-criticism" - Dennis - 
Worker April 8 , 1956 . 

Among these questions are; 

a. The struggle for peace. 

b. The Negro Question. 

c. The Party and the labor movement. 

d. The fight for democracy. 

e. Party program "The American Way" adopted in 1954. 

f. t Inner Party Life:- 

1. Inner-Party democracy 

2. Creative Marxism vo. dogmatism 

3. Sectarianism 

4. Criticism & self-criticism 


SUGGESTED READING 


1. Daily & Sunday T/orker 

2. All issues of Lasting Peace since 2 - 17-56 

3* The New Soviet Strategy - by Rosearch Institute 
of America, headed by Leo Cheme - Tuesday, 
March 27, World Telegram 


SSS2LS32S. ' The S ° ho ° 1 ' a term is ner under nay. There are rnny 

courses including a number of specific features of the' 20 th 
Party Congress and the policies of the Ccnmunist Party, 
U.S.A. that are of great value. 

Let's revive the slogan; "ONE ]TIGHT A WEEK FOR ST 7 TOY 11 


** 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


* UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

TO; ; SAC, CHICAGO DATE: $fuM 

FROM : SAC, NEW YORK (100-56579) 

SUBJECT: PHILIP BART 

IS-C 


The following is for information: 

On 4/28/56, NY 1750-S*, who is in a position to 
furnish reliable information concerning PHILIP BART* s 
activities, furnished the following information: 

PHIL BART stated that he wanted to talk to CARL 
(WINTER). The informant did not know about which he wanted 
to talk. 


Chicago (RM) 

(1 - 100- ) I I 

(1 - 100- ) (CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT) 

(1 - 100- ) ( I I) 

Detroit (100- ) SOL WELLMAN) (RM) 

(1 - ICO ) (CARL WINTER) 

Los Angeles (100- _ ) f DOROTHY HEALY) (RM) 

Newark (100- ) |_I) (rm) 

Pittsburgh (100- ) (STEVE NELSON) (RM) 

San Francisco (100- ) (ARCHIE BROWN) (RM) 

(1 - 100- ) (WILL IAM SCTTNTRTDF.RMAN \ 

New York (100-89179) ( I) (20-10) be 

New York (100-12959) <1 I) (IQ) b?c 

New York (100-4931) (CP, USA) (12-14) 

New York (100-95583) (CP, USA-LINE) (12-14) 

New York (100-89590) (CP, USA-STRATEGY AND INDUSTRY) (12-14) 
New York (100-8057) (EUGENE DENNIS) (19) 

New York (100-9364) (JAMES FORD) (12-15) 

New York (100-94823) (WILLIAM Z. FOS TER) (20-10) 

New York (100-13203) f IW ip-iIl) 

New York (100-23290) (I I (12-14) 

New York (100-23290) ( I) (12-14) 

New York (100-20649) (ED STRONG)' ( 19) 

New York (100-18673) | |) (19) 


New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 


100-8057) 

100-9364) 

100-94823 

.100-13203 

100-23290 

100-23290 

100-20649 

IOO-18673 

.100-56579 




EJC:MMC 

(26) 


SEARCHES^.._.'INDmq 

SERIALIZED^,,-FILES 


FBI - NEVYu 
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Letter to Chicago 
NY 100-56579 


PHIL stated that"we had our regular small 
committee meeting which we have every Monday night. 

I_lhad a summary ready but before he cou ld get 

the second sentence out of his mouth, DENNIS shutE 


up and gave a report on what he had been doing for two 
months with leadership cont acts. When he finished 


and of course, 

it. 


didn*t say anything nor did f , w * wvl * 

wasn*t going to say anything?" BART went on to say "we 
can*t have a leadership like we had, out f or,, sc'-many years 
without a crisis." 


be 

b7C 


Pertaining to the meeting of that day, PHIJ. 
used the term a bunch of tangents, made over to have 
something to go by." 


BART stated that 


j wished to play 


poker that night but no one was In the mood. He added 
that DOROTHY IIEALY wanted everyone to go to the BARTS. 


PHIL stated that on this date there were 10 
speakers at the meeting. I 1 was first, ot hers 

were ED (STRONG). DOROTHY HEALY, BILL SCHNEXDERMAN, f 

I--J WILLIAM POSTER, ARCHIE (BROWN), JAMES WEST, 

SOL (WELLMAN) and ST EVE (NELSON). He said that as of that 
da y L FORD (JAMS FORD) and CARL (WINTER) 

have not spoken yet. 


bo 

b7C 


PHIL indicated that the meeting was an evaluar- 
tion of the last 10 years of the CP and regarding the 
lessons the whol e world can gain from the CP of the Soviet. 
PHIL stated that | | was the first speaker. 

BART said I I said "all of our mistakes are 

a result of the fact that we built our organisation and 
policy on the image of the Soviet Party and consequently, 
we must examine the Soviet Party?s mistakes in order tp 
so lve our own problems." BART said that these comments 
byl . ] were nonsense. BART said that the National 

Committee members were allowed 20 minutes to speak but 
| |only took 5 because he stressed this one thought. 
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Letter to Chicago 
NY 100-56579 


PHIL said ARCHIE (BROWN) spoke last. PHIL 
said meeting would continue on the following day. 

PHIL stated that GENE (DENNIS) at the meeting, 
stated that mistakes were made on certain basic questions 
from 19^5 on* and qnce the Party gets GENE* s report 
there will be all kinds of discussions. PHIL said the 
Party will go off half-cocked if it has no direction. 

PHIL stated that BILL (SCHNEIDERMAN) got a 
lot off his chest by going into defense of his own position 
as_against that of the National Administrative Committee. 
PHiL stated that BILL was right only in some respects. 

BART stated that ED (STRONG) made the statement 
that the main center of Negro work was in the South and 
not in the North. 

PHIL said that a lot of things at the meeting 
were still not finished, and that he possibly would speak 
the following day on organization. 


b6 

b7C 


BART sard t hat he lunched this day with 
CLAUDE (LIGHTFOOT) andI 


date and tried to see her. 


] contacted 


_on this 

PHIL BART stated that there 


were 43 people at the meeting on this date anct went on to 
say that SOL (WELLMAN) "did all right". PHIL said that 
the people that spoke, spoke of their own mistakes in 
leadership. 


man. 


PHIL said that ARCHIE (BROWN) is a longshoreman's 


At the meeting, ARCHIE indicated that there was 
no reason to get excited about the merger in the Labor 
Movement and that we should be, careful when merging 
independent unions. 
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Letter to Chicago 

m 100-56579 


PHIL then stated, that _ tries to impose 

upon the Labor Movement our own policy, which the masses 
are not yet ready to accept. 

PJIIL added that FOSTER’S position was that the 
split in the Labor Movement was inevitable because of the 
cold war policy, social democracy on a world scale, a 
Labor Movement in the whole world.,.i§ only partly true. 


PHIL stated that vie did not expect MURRAY to 
accept such a policy but if he would permit such a policy 
to be applied, "we would get away in the Labor Movement, 
but that more than that, the masses and workers in the 
trade unions were not ready to support such a line,” 


PHIL said that the point involved is that "we 
created such a situation for our forces in the Labor 
Movement that it was impossible to maintain assembly of 
unity for all or for any union,*,after their expulsion 
from the CIO, some people sought a new national federation,,. 


PHIL stated that the top leadership in the Labor 
Movement is under State Department influence and outside of 
slogans, no one will fight for labor unity." 


O 11 2/15/56, I I stated that PHILIP BART 

was Assistant Executive Secretary, CP, USA, 


of this 


Extreme ^ care should be used in the dissemination 
information so as not to compromise the informant; 




# 

5/17/56 


BALTIMORE (100.-13098) 
DIRECTQjBfj^BBI 


A I R T E L 

/ SEC. 2 

/ REGULAR - REGISTERED - SEC. 3 

/ _SEC. 4 

_SEC. 5 

BALTIMORE (IOO.-I 3098 ) -sec. S 

V'"' _SEC. 7 

DIRECTO^flPBI ' -g; l 

_SEC. 10 

CP, USA, LINE / ’ _ SEC. 11 

IS - C V/ _ SEC. 12 

CINAL | _ SEC. 13 

* _SEC. 14 

On 5/15/56 CS BA 1066-*, who has furnished reliable information^' 

in the past, furnished a 21 page report of EUGENE DENNIS on ZHsec. 17 

behalf of the National Board which report was given at the _ sei^is : 13 

4/28/56 meeting of the National Committee __Source nht.yii nerjS^-^c. 19 b 

this re port at the residence of y- SEC - 20 

1 Baltimore. - - 


CP, USA, LI 
IS - C 
CINAL 


On 3/2/56, who 

in the past^ identified 
ganizer in Baltimore. 



,d reliable information 
as the CP District Or- 


The DENNIS report is generally concerned with a criticism of 
the CP line for the past several years. Some aspects of the 
political developments in the United States, the integration 
of the Negro, labor matters and the CP's use of the PP in the 
past, are discussed. The report states that the Communist 
Party organizational work and responsibilities ware to be 
put on an entirely new footing. Two copies of this report 
are enclosed for the Bureau and one copy to New York for 
information. 

BROWN l 

END / 

3 - Bureau (Enel.2)(REGISTERED MAIL) 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT 


SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603-C40) 

(# 20 - 10 ) 


SA 


BRONX COUNTY CP 
IS - C 


Dates MAY 22 1956 


Source: 
Reliability: * 

Agent to whom 
furnished: 

Date of Activity: 
Date Received 
Original located: 


](conceal identity) 


Who has furnished reliable 
information in the pagt 
SA 


5 / 3/56 

5/7/56 „ 


[ 


In the attached report, the informant sets forth 
details of a meeting of Club 6 of the Hunts Point - Tremont - 
Boulevard Section, Bronx County CP, held on 5/3/56. 


1 [ 


1-NY 

1-NY 

1-NY 

1-NY 

1-NY 

1-NY 

1-NY 

1-NY 

1-NY 

-1-NY 

£1>NY 
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100-74560 (CP, USA. FUNDS)(#12-14) 
100-82265 (I I (#20-101 

97-169 (DW and W)(#7-2) 

100-117752 (I I (#20-10) 

100-95583. (CP, USA, LINE)(#12-141 
.. ' I ) (# 20 - 10 ) 
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COPY 


Date of report 5-6-56. 


T.C.P. 

p ^ m4 . „ ? he regular meeting of Club 6, of the Tremont, Hunts 

Point, Boulevard Section, Communist Party. Tta- County, was. 


held atr 
night May 3. 


X house 


on Thursday 


meeting.[ 

I l and 


Thg fo ll owing mRmhprs wq-pq in .attendance at this 


came in. 


and later £ 


, The agenda was as follows, dues, fund drive. ' 

and^d iscussion on 2Qfrft Congre ss'. T he following people paid - 


through 


} for 8 months Jan. 


' l_— ---—-—,-1 _k x ui.- v, munoixa o a.a. 

through Aug. at 15 $$ per. mo. $1,20. and ten dollars for the 

fund drive. 


$ 1 . 20 . 


dues, from Feb. through Sept, at 


,-. . On the fund drive, 

I I $15.00 and I I &10.0Q. 1 


May through July 35f$ mo,. $1.05. 

turned in $10.00, 


I I said that he will see me on Monday night in 
front of his house and give me some money then. 

We discussed the condition of the club and the 
possibility of seeing as many people as we could to trv and 
pa l ri ! our ny ota as soon as possible I asked I ^ to visit 


-y- JL aOiVCU | | bU Vi 

■ __J (whose | I incidently is on the N.Y. City 

PoTTo^Dep^T; and I asked I I to see if she can 

visit some of the people she knows and in the meantime 1 
will see the other people in our club on their quotas too. 

On Press I reported that I was out a few nights 
ago and after visiting abo ut 5 people X received one sub 


in by [ I mak dhg an approximate 

t 2 t S^ of ? bout 90 subs to date, this is far from the quota 
of 150 set for this Section. ' - 

. The next point was the discussion and I began to 
read a list of questions which the Section had mimeographed. 


be 
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’bo 
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b6 

b7C 
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T.C.P. 

these were questions which were asked at the two 20th 
Congress discussions held at the Hungarian restaurant 
a few weeks ago. 

The first question was as follows: People asked: 
How do we know that Bulganin and Kruschev are right? 
What_s to stop some new Soviet leaders 10 years from now 
from accusing them of had deeds? How should this be 
answered? 


The answer to this question was as I I put it 
was how can we tell what will happen ten years from now., 
we cannot give an accurate answer nor truthful one, because 
we do not know what conditions we will have by then. 


The discussion then centered arou nd St alin: and the 
murder of the Jewish cultural leaders, and I I brought out 
a recent copy of JewishLife and asked me to read what it 
said about these Jewish Cultural leaders, and as he put it 
he.cannot understand how the leadership of the Soviet 
Union ever consented to such a beastly crime against such 
well known men who can never be replaced. 


read the article and it gave an account of 
who and what these men were and how shamful was the- crime 
committed against such leaders of the Jewish people, and 
the great loss suffered by their murders, a loss which 
will be long remembered by peace loving people everywhere. 


J 


]and 


came in while 


was reading. 


the article and at the completion of the article they gave 
their opinion of the mistakes made by the leaders of the 
Soviet Union at that time. 


be 

b7C 


be 

b7C 


As to our hope for the future we must have faith 
in our leadership, otherwise we cannot hope for anything 
better that; what happened during the Stalin regime. 

I I pointed oqt that the 20th Congress brought 
out a good many points and although it brought out many . 
harmful facts which in his opinion could have been softened 
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up a little, but nevertheless we know that now we can 
express our opinion, whether for or against and still be 
within our rights to do so. 

It was suggested that this discussi on be c on- 
tinued at our next meeting and in this regard I I had a 
book. Report of The Central Committee of The Communist 
Party of The Soviet Union To The 20th Congress by N.S, 
Khushchov. Price _o_35p. He also had the April Political 
Affairs. 


On the fund drive, I l and I were to get together b6 
on Wednesday May 9 to go over the membership and work out b7c 

ways and means to complete as soon as possible, she also 
wants to get familiar with the membership. 


We will me_ at her house^ 

be held on Mon day night May 14, at 

I I * 


The 


next mee ting will 
houee 


I | asked me to bring the fund drive money to 

I I tomorrow night because she has a station. He also 

asked me if I knew about the meeting at his house tomorrow 
night. 


ho 

b7C 
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SAC, NSW 

YORK 

FROM? 

SA 


SUBJECT; 

CP P USA,’ 

Dist. 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


(#19) 


G RSENWICH VILLAGE SECTION 
IS - C 


Identity of Informants 


}€= 

1-New ' 

1-New 3 
1-New 3 
1-New 3 
1-New 1 
#-New 1 
1-New 1 
1-New 3 
1-New 3 
1-New 1 
1-New 1 
1-New 1 
1-New 3 
1-New 1 
1-New 1 
1—New 1 
1-New 1 
1-New 3 
1-New 3 
1-New 3 
1-New 3 

DRsmep 

l (23) 


York 

York 

York 

York 

York 

York 

3rork 

York 

York 

York 

York 

York 

York 

York 

York 

York 

York 

York 

York 

York 

York 


I who has furnished 
reliable information in the 
past. 

(conceal) 


. .. I (P&C) (#19) 
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(100-128&L9) ( C P NYS International Relations) (12-14) 
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(100-13019) ( I I (12-14) 

(100-105346) (I h (12-143 

(100-111587*) 0 h L1 2 -1 Li ) 

(100-124912) <|I (12-14) 
(100-128243) (1 \ (12-14) 

(100-89611) I (12-14) ■ 

(100- ) ILN0T71 2-14) 

(100-86066) |) (#19) 

( 100 -37330)(JOE KESVISlff) (12-14) 
(100-8057) (EUGENE DENNIS) (#19) 
(100-20789) (W.E.B. DU BOIS) (20-11) 
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Description of 
Informations 


Date Received* 
Contacting Agent; 
Location; 


Section meeting, Greenwich 
Village Section, NY County 
CP, 5/9/56. 

5/10/56 

SA (oral) 

Agentts notes, initialed 
by informant, may be 
located as ari attfleW^-h 

to r 


On Wednesday evening, 5/9/5671 
a meeting of the Greenwich Village Section: 
_I o wa?_hfild. at the residence of I 

L nyc, ' - 


attended 


CP meeting 116 followin S individuals were present at this 


Village CP« 


1, | | ( LNTJ) 3 


of the Greenwich 


„ . , 1 a club I I of the 

Greenwich ni.Ug e Section of the OP, 4o was e lectedf- 

I_I of this Section meeting. I- 

_ , . I L who. is of the G^eek 

th-o th J • GP ‘ Infopmant stated that he believed"that 
SX 4 -- k ->Section was assigned to the Greenwich Village 

S^c^on ox the CP as a Section, although it actually now 
has tho-status of a CP club. * 

„ « -1 I _ who informant states is a Member- 

Financial Directorof the Greenwich Village CP, 

.... , _ ?.• who informant stated i s a 

JJ*®? f ^ **4* of the Greenwich Villa ge CP, who 

var ^c^| -—». W J° is blind, in getting around to 

var 1 ous section and club moctings. 
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I Club Organizer of the ALP Club 

of the Greenwich Village CP. 

7« _ a member of the Greenwich Village 

CP,who inf or mane described, as possibly a member of the Section 
Staff• 


(LNU). 


the TLub Organizer of a small 


group of the Greenwich Village CP„ 

It was stated that 

of the Greenwich Village CP Lee L-ion, was ujuauie uo arcsn 
meeting inasmuch as ho is confined to his home with the 
measles. 



has alroa 



stated the Greenwich Village CP Section 
0 % of their fund drive quota. 


I I determined that every Monday evening tho 

Sec tion — Staff — of tbo — Oroenwi nh in 11 prm GP meets at the residence 

°if _ . . .. I MYC. Monday evening 

altjo nas peo n aosignatioci a s Financial Station evening at the 
residence of | 

I I stated she considers the following in¬ 

dividuals members of the Section Staff of the Greenwich 
Village CPs 


T. Section | 

I Memborsh ^ ~~1 

It was decided tho next meeting of the Greenwich 
Village CP Section will be hold on Wednesday everting’- 
in tho reside^co of | [ 

nyc* " 


3 
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r 


JlIU announced that an important panol discussion, 


entitled ''America* s Road to Democracy and World Peace*" will 
bo hol d on 5/27/56, at Carnegie Hall, NYC. According to 


__ the following individuals will participate in this 

panel discussions 


he 

b7C 


A. J. MUSTE 
W.E.B, DU BOIS 
EUSEES DEMIS 
NORMAN THOMAS. 

It is noted that "Daily Worker" of ij./30/56, page 
one, column one, contains an article reflecting this panol 
discussion was announced on the previous date by the Fellow¬ 
ship of Reconciliation* 


|__|LMJ stated this panol discussion represented 

the beginning of a now CP lino. The CP will no longer rojeott 
other Socialis ts, bu t will take hands xv’ith all the forces 
of Socialism* I I stated all Section Members present 
should urge the club members to bring all their contacts 
to this panel discussion. 


5/25/5 


£ 


on 

meeting was 


and 

the 


by the Teenage 
entitled Cultural 


announced a meeting to be held 
Division of the Iff LYL. This 


Competition and Festival. 


I _|made available tickets for this com¬ 

petition and festival which she stated shoi/Lld be distributed 
by the Club Organizers to the club members. | ~| stated 

the section desired that the CP get out as many young people 
as possible to this mooting. 

- 1 I _ I stated that apparently ! ~| LNU and I I 

bad attended a recent NY County - CP meeting, or had 
conferred with a CP National Functionary, for they seemed to 


■b6 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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have a complete report of the recent enlarged National Commit¬ 
tee Meeting of the CP* that was held in NYC on ip/28 to 5/1/56. 

I- 1 • i - n reporting on the National Committee Meeting, 

L -Jstaoed that this was the first important full National. 

Committee meeting held by the CP, since 1951. He described 

as havin 8 been of a.ygrry self-critical nature, 
ana tnai ohere was serious discussion on every point of the 
CP s^program, | stated the main line of this CP National 
oommictee Meeting xras accepted unanamously, but only after 
long discussion and dissention. 


o I . A —I stated the lf Daily Worker had made a mistake 

m not finding a way to express the full discussion that 
occurred at this National Committee Meeting. The publication 
reported that there was unanamous agreement on the main Party 
line at ohis^National Committee Meeting, but it would have 
* e ?T„k e ^ er if o bhe publication had made public the full nature 
of the discussion, that led to the acceptance of the Papty 

P e °P- e not think the line was ’'mechanically" 
handed them as it has been in the past. 


I I stated that as a result of this National 
Committee Meeting, and self-criticism, it has been determined 
that most of the Party's mistakes in the past, have been b 

t*ie result of "Left Sectarianism," ' b 


I-J stated the following,as a result of this 

National Committee Meeting, were considered to be the main 
errors m the Party in the past years; 

„ . -*-• Gp w as wrong in accenting the theory of the 

imminence of war. J 

. „ was wrong in accepting the theory of the 

imminence of fascism, 

o 3. We underestimated the democratic fighting 

spirit of the American people. 
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We underestimated the radicalization of the 
American people, as evidenced by the formation of the 3rd 
Party® CWe thought the American people had become radical 
enough to support a 3^d Party movement - and they were not 
ready.) 

5 . We help facilitate the split in the CIO by a 
left approach (The Left pushed political questions and issues 
and thereby split the rank and file union members, while we 
should have promoted unity),, 

6» The CP 19i|.8 election line was a mistake, and 
-remnants of it still preside. 

- -- On commenting regarding Democracy within the CP, 

_stated that after expelling BROWDER, the CP did not 

sufficiently revamp the Party structure. He stated the Party 
must guarantee-' - the right to dissent, ''and must be governed 
by majority rule. CP members must review the whole question 
of Democratic Centralism. 


|-1stated the DENNIS report,which was presented 

at the enlarged National Committee Meeting, will be avail¬ 
able by the end of May. The months of June, July, and 
August,^will bo spent by the GP in discussion of the DENNIS 
report in the CP Clubs. In September there will be an election 
conference for drawing up a draft resolution for the National 
Convention.Prom September to the end of December or early 
January, 1956, there will be discussion on the draft resolu¬ 
tion, leading up to the National Convention. 


_| commented that the CP, USA has erroneously 

tried to build a revolution in the United States-on the 
pattern of the Russian revolution.The CP, USA will - now attempt 
to^build an American Party 0 Informant stated one method of 
building the American Party will be to revamp the language of 
the Communists. Informant recommended to the Section Committee 
that in the future the Party not refer to "the bosses" but 




F-.L10 
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refer to , employees .* 1 Informant stated "When you walk through 
Harlem-you talk about cops, not cossacks," Informant further 
commented that the OP will make references to the Boston Tea 
Party in ihe future, instead of to the Russian Revolution, 

I ^ | ('LETT) stated STALIN was wrong because he 

advocated "a violent transition to Socialism." I I stated 
the goal of Socialism must be reached by peaceful and parli- 
mentary means* 

U_,_I stated that at this meeting it was the 

first time m informant’s experience that mention had been 
made of the TROT SHY movement without hostility. | | LNTJ 

stated the changes in Russia were directed toward the pro¬ 
gressive people ,5 although TROTSKY was not right, at least 
he should have been heard 0 

I_I stated we should not bow and 

scrape for POSTER as we did for STALIN, She said ''This 
should be an American Party." 

. I I LNU stated the 20th Congress, CPSU, must be 

thoroughly discussed in the clubs. He stated the questions 
arrising in the club as a result of the less ons of the 20 th 
Congress, should be refered to the Section. | | suggested 

the following questions and points be taken by the club 
organizers for discussion in their clubs; 

1. Socialists conscientious, particularly in 
relations to the middle class, 

2, Relationship to mass organizations, and to 

the American people, especially In languages and in concepts* 

3« The militancy of the American working class. 

ij.. The parliamentary road to Socialism. 

5* Is the new line a revision to Browderism? 
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6* Criticism and self-criticism and Democratic 
centralism. 

7. The role ©f monopoly, capitalism, and bossism. 

8a Does capitalism have within itself an apparatus 
for self-correction? 

9« Questions concerning the SU ( | | commented that 

questions of this nature should always be referred bacic to 
the section). 

10. The question of hie/itability of war. 

11. The individual differences in the paths to 

Socialism, y 


_ „ .. I | sbated that five clubs of the Greenwich Village 

OP Section would be meeting on Tuesday evenin g 5/1 5/96. He 
■ (describ ed two of these clubs as I |s aprM I 

s Clubs o ' - - 


8 „ 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603-C43) DATE: 5 / 15/56 

FROM :' SA JOSEPH T. O'LEARY (#20-11) 

SUBJECT: CP, USA, DISTRICT #2, 

KINGS COUNTY 
IS-C 


Identity of Informant: NY 1657 -S* 

Reliability: Furnished reliable information 

in the past 

Date Received: 3/29/56 

Agent to Whom Furrished: SA HAROLD K. ALLEN, JR. 

Location: NY 100-26603 Sub 31 .. 

section NY l657**S* advised on 3/29/56, that a Kings County 
CP/ 6 rganizers s meeting was held on that date at 1212 Kings 
Highway, Brooklyn, NY, a CP County meeting place, at which 
the information set forth hereinafter was obtained. 
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100-8057 (EUGENE DENNIS) (#19) 

100-98699 {CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT) (#7-5) 

100-91418 (JUNIUS SCALES) (#7-6) 

100-9365 (WILLIAM Z. FOSTER) (#19) 

100-23825 (BENJAMIN DAVIS) (# 7 - 5 ) 

100-21421 (ALEXANDER TRACHTENBERG) (#19) 

IOO-I 6785 (JAMES JACKSON) (# 19 ) 

IOO -89816 (FRED FINE) (#195 
100-50983 (WILLIAM NORMAN) (#19) 

100-107419 (EMERGENCY CIVIL LIBERTIES COMMITTEE) (#7-2) 
100-17923 (JOHLGATES) (#19) 

100-63755 fl 1 (#12-14) 

97-169 (DAILY W6BKE& 1 (# 7 - 2 ) 

100-13558 1 1 (# 20 - 11 ) 

100-52959 \ (# 20 - 11 ) 

100-79717 (CP, USA. POLITICAL ACTIVITIES) (#12-14) 
100-95583 (CP LINE) (#12-14) 
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SERIALIZED _—' 
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, At the beginning of the meeting an unidentified 

m|ile discussed the various sections of the Smith Act and 
explained that it was the Conspiracy Section under which 
'EUGENE DENNiS and the other members of the National Board 
of the CP were convicted. This individual pointed out that 
it was under the Membership Section of the Smith Act that 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT and JUNIUS SCALES have been convicted 
and_under which WILLIAM Z. FOSTER, EUGENE DENNIS, BENJAMIN 
DAViS and another unspecified member of the National Board 
of the CP were indicted. 


| _ was in charge of the 

instant meeting and pointed out •chat although it was 
difficult for the assembled comrades to discuss the Smith 
Act,it would be wise to have several comrades well versed 
in the provisions of the Smith Act so that they ■ will tie able 
to discuss it at any time. 


A male individual, identified only as 


](ph). 


suggested that the committee should attempt to get 
information into the editorials of the "New York Post" 
concerning the Smith Act and accompanied by protest letters 
by the committee. This individual indicated that this 
would appeal to some of the liberal readers of the "New 
York Post. 


A male individual, identified only as I K nhK 
indicated that he would like to urge the following 
points: 

1. That the section committees discuss the 
Smith Act. 

2. That they draw up a list of individuals to 
be visited. 

3. That they organize the visiting. 
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4» That the meeting^ should be arranged under 
some club so as to include non-Party people. 

5• To include the ALP and to invite individuals 
such as GEORGE BLAKE CHARNEY, ALEXANDER 
TRACHTENBERG * JAMES JACKSON, FRED FINE, 
and WILLIAM NORMAN to speak on the Smith 
Act. 

I-- The unidentified male individual, referred to 

I—_J\Ph/, stated that the Emergency Civil Liberties 
Committee would probably undertake a campaign to repeal 
the Smith Act and that they are discussing delegations 
to congressmen, circulations of all organizations, and 
seeking advice from other organizations concerning the 
repeal of the Smith Act. . 7 

J I stated that the question of the repeal 

of the Smith Act should be discussed at section committee 
meetings and that the section organizers should be ■-included 
among the committee that do the actual visiting of 
individuals with whom the question of repealing the Smith 
Act is discussed. 

I 1 then introduced| |as the 

guest speaker from the State Committee of the CP. b6 

b7C 

I I then proceeded to speak on the 

padlocking of the "Daily Worker" and its relation to 
JiilS—Daily Worker" circulation as well as Party registration. 

_J pointed out that the Republican and Democratic 

organizations in the US have never paid taxes since they 
are political parties and that the CP in the US has been 
in existence for many years and until now the fact that 
it never paid any taxes has never made an issue before. 

I I indicated that, although the seizure be 

of the CP Headquarters and the "Daily Worker" do present b 7 c 
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items of propaganda value in favor of the CP, 
of the financial. operations of the CP and the " 
have presented very serious problems. 


the seizure 
Daily Worker" 


[ 


stated that the CP registration has been 


* 1 a 1 - -— ^ vj. j. uaD 

iLv: 0 S e ® S a PP r °ximately 10/1/53, and will end in-a: few 

weeks^ daring which time the CP leaders ace attempting to 
meet with as many Party sections, both in industry and 
community, as possible. to ascertain the percentage of 
registration. | Istated that the CP has reached the 

05 Per cent point on a city and state wide basis, but 
the situation* was not satisfactory. 


welcomed back[ 


Icommented that the East NY Section 
J (ph) as the new section organizer 


and indicated that he had obtained 17 registrations* 


Jo 6 
’b7C 


■ _1 introd uced the former organizer 

°i Brooklyn. | I who is currentlv the oiw.nist^n 

manager of "The Worker. r ' 


be 

b7C 


I ~| then introduced! Iwho 

announced that a state wide press conference would be 
held on 4 / 7 / 56 . 


The following phonetic first names 
during the course of the meeting: 


were mentioned 



Job 

b7C 
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lpi o iriy 1 „« s A u^ h ° t 08 ra S hlc surveillanc e was maintained at 
1 ?~r u Klns ? Highway, Brooklyn, NY, on 3 / 29 / 56 , and photographs 
of those m attendance were obtained. Efforts are^beine P 
undertaken to effect the identification of these individuals 

fo tSf r 2 ^»^ lndiV - dUalS *m be disseSSSf 

1 P ain case files and photographs of 

266 n| n ii£no ind jY iduals Will be maintained in NY 100- 
26603-1A6509 pending identification. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM tt UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO ; DIRECTOR, FBI (100-16) 


DATE? *)-ji 1956 


FROM ; SAC, BOSTON (100-UU2) 


REGISTERED MAIL 


SUBJECT: SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTI 
IS-SWP 


-1 on Maj^ 1 and May 10, 1956, furnished written reports concerning 

a report on the Socialist Workers Party*s (SWP) National Gommittee Plenum 
held Apr il 20-22, 1956, at New York City, which was presented by | | 

J Boston Branch-SWP Organizer, during the course of a weekly 
meeting of the Boston Branch, SWP, held April 26, 1956,. at the. Aurora (Hub, 
U2 Maverick Square,. East Boston, Massachusetts» 


Informant noted that 
this Plenum* 

AVS:IZT 

^24Bureau (100-l6)(RM) 
fl7#ew York (RM) 

• (SWP,»100-U013) 


an SWP National Gommittee member, had attended 


7—Boston 


11 00 ^ 

'FARRELL DOBBS; ICO- lOO^^Si 

'JAMES P. CANKONjlflC-- SEARC ^5 _ 7^^ 

( JOSEPH HANSEN jlGO*’ - • . SERIALlzgp^Afll 

(WlLHAM Z* FOSTER*100- “V JUN6^1! 

(JOHN GATES;100- \ 

(CP, USA AND PERTINENT SUBDIVISIONS; 100 -^> 

100-2<££63— -' 

yp-BW) 
woo- 7 # f ? 

. .. . lOO-.^ 

■ Iflfl-lil i ? 1 -- (CP, FACTI0imSM;100-20787) 

I-J (CP UNE; 100 - 2 l| 107 ) 

,---1100-7697) (CP, USA, DISTRICT #l;100-7908) 

k CP, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS j 100-20785) 


nn- c fC < 3k'^-A f-f 
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afe-SQRK 
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According to the Informant, C |'s report on April 26, 1^6, covered 

"An Analysis of the Twentieth Congress of the Communist Party, USSR, _ 
which was presented at the Plenum on April 20, 1956, by the Sv\TP s National 
Chairman, JAMES P, CANNON, and the "organizational" topics discussed 
during the Plenum* 

I. JAMES P. CANNON*S ANALYSIS OF THE TWENTIETH CONGRESS OF THE 
___ COMMUNIST PARTY, USSR _ 

A* BASIS AND AIMS OF THE NEff POLITEC-'L ORIENTATION 

TRuINOR reported that it was CANNON’S contention that the sudden and ^ 
complete switch in the international political orientation of the Soviet 
Bureaucracy at the recent Twentieth Oongress should be credited to tne 
working class in the Soviet Union "for exerting mass pressure against 
the continuing Stalinist policies of the present ruling clique and for 
demanding a return to the revolutionary Socialist policies of Leninism. 

CANNON stated that "Back to Lenin" became the key to the Twentieth Congr s 
and that this resulted in a flood of concessions to the Russian working 
class from the Bureaucracy, which, CANNON contended, fears above all a 
second 1917"October Revolution," 

According "to GANNON, the Bureaucracy*s concessions to the Russian working 
class included: 

1, A promised seven-hour working day; 

2 m The rale of and by a collective leadership in place of the ono— 
man dictatorial rule created and continued by SLJjlN until 
his death; 

3, Greater economic freedom—more consumer goodsj 
U, Increased social benefits; _ 

5* L promised discontinuation of political purges and the 
rehabilitation of some of STALIN’ s victims j 
6. The promised purge of STALIN and Stalinism and a return to 
LENIN and Leninism, 

CANNON also reported that the "lower rungs of the Bureaucracy" 

Bureaucrats) had been a secondary influence on the decisions of the Twentieth 
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Congress, and they too gained concessions to a limited extent from the 
ruling clique which included* 

1, Assurances against purges, loss of jobs and loss of social 
status; 

2. Preferred military training-officers* schools and the like; 

3* The granting of educational advantages to the children, 

such as private and/or exclusive schools; 
b» Greater economic and social advantages, 

According to CANNON, these above concessions to the minor Bureaucrats 
added up to "the perpetuation of the Stalinist-created caste system in the 
USSR." * 

With regard to the aim or the .direction of this new orientation, |_| h7c 

reported that CANNON has interpreted it as being “solely" and “strictly" 
a domestic orientation, aimed at pacifying and appeasing the working class 
and the minor Bureaucrats within the Soviet Union, GANNON further 
contended that the purge of ST-UN, the return to LENIN, the collectivized 
leadership and the increased economic and social benefits allegedly will 
not alter the Bureaucracy 1 s pre-Congress foreign policy, nor will it 
change the trend of its international relations. 

According to CANNON, the pro-STALIN and the politically opportunistic 
Stalinist leadership, posing as a democratized collective leadership, 
will continue to call for “peaceful co-existence" with Capitalist nations; 
appease and aid world Capitalism by "beheading” any colonial or workers 
revolution anywhere in the world; call for "united fronts" with the 'Social 
Democrats and pro—Capitalist Parties for the purpose of preserving its own 
rule over the Soviet masses and perpetuating its own Stalinist caste 
system within the Socialist Soviet Union, 

B, EFFECT OF THIS NEW ORIENTATION ON THE COMMUNIST PARTIES THROUGHOUT 
•THE WORLD • . ,_ 


| reported that, according to GANNON, the turnabout of the Kremlin b6 

leaders in purging STALIN has created confusion and havoc in the Oommunist b7c 
Parties throughout the world but that as events related to this "crisis 
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of Stalinism" still are occurring, no definite analysis can yet be made 
concerning the final effect this new orientation will have on Stalinist 
organizations throughout the world* CANNON noted, however, that the 
"demoralization" of all supporters of Stalinism is considered to be a 
certainty and that only the degree or the ultimate extent of this 
"demoralization" is in doubt. 

CANNON stated that this new orientation is considered to be the most 
profound crisis in the history of Stalinism. He stated that it is time 
for the Trotskyists everywhere to open up a sustained propaganda barrage 
aimed at the complete demoralization'of all "hard-core" and "old-guarcU 1 
Stalinist elements and the re-educating of potential Trotskyist recruits 
from among the younger, less cynical and more militant Stalinist elements. 

In the United States, according to CANNON, the SWP will bombard all kncwn 
Communist Party members and other pro-Stalinist thinkers with free copies 
of "The Militant" each and every week as part of the Trotskyist propaganda 
educational and demoralization program. He noted that an unlimited supply 
of "The Militant" will be available at the National.Office each week, 
that copies can be obtained free of charge by all branches and that each 
issue of "The Militant" during the coming period will feature articles 
and stories aimed at the demoralization of all American Stalinists and 
their sympathizers. 

In addition, SWP members will challenge Stalinists on the floor of the 
latter 1 s own public meetings to harass, demoralize and educate rank and 
file members of the Communist Party. 

In connection with t he harass ment of Stalinists at their public meetings, 
Informant noted that I I had briefly mentioned that recently members 

of the SWP*s New York Local had taken the floor during a Stalinist—_ 

sponsored public meeting in New York City, Informant advised that | 
had furnished no further specific details concerning this event. 

CANNON reported that the goal of the American Trotskyists in waging this 
educational propaganda battle against the Stalinists is to smash completely 
the organizational apparatus of the Communist Party, USA 3 to demoralize 
and drive out of the Party the rank and file personnel and to render its 
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leadership impotent and discredited in the eyes of the -American working 
class* He stated that if this goal can be attained, the Communist Party 
will then be eliminated as the one and only major challenger of the 
Trotskyists in the struggle for the leadership of the American working 
class in the coining social revolution against the United States Capitalist 
class. 

C* REPORTED F-iCETIONAL SPLIT IN THE COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 

According to l ~1 CANNON claimed that the purge of STALIN has opened be 

up a factional struggle within.'the leadership of the American Communist b?c 

Party and that NILLIA1 Z. FOSTER, the Communist Party*s National Chairman, 
allegedly heads the "pro-STALIM" faction which opposes the purge of STALIN 
and the new orientation of the Twentieth Congress* According to SAEJON, 
the FOSTER faction is reportedly comprised of 11 old-guard" and veteran 
Stalinists who are incapable of surviving or submitting to this latest 
twist of denouncing STALIN whose policies they followed for thirty years* 

CANNON stated that JOHN CITES, reportedly the Editor of the "Daily 
Worker," allegedly is the leader of the more powerful faction which 
reportedly includes a major portion of the "hard-core" Stalinists plus 
the great majority of the younger element and which supports the new 
orientation of the present Soviet regime and is in agreement with the 
purging of STALIN* 'The GATES faction*s main source of strength is its 
reported control of the Communist Party* s "Daily Worker" which allows 
that faction to propagandize the Communist Party* s rank and file member¬ 
ship against the FOSTER position* 

According to GANNON, the GATES faction like the Soviet ruling clique 
favors the "peaceful co-existence" program, the denunciation of STALIN 
and the participation of the Communist Party in "united front" coalitions 
with the Social Democrats and other political groups* According to. 

CANNON, this faction believes that these factors will lead to the easing 
of "reactionary pressures" against the American Communist Party and will 
bring about the return to legality of the Communist Party as a bonafide 
political party. CANNON stated that the primary goal of the GATES faction 
is to regain social respectability in order that it might consolidate its 
forces and once a.gain become a dominating influence among American workers 
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with the ultimate intention of gaining control of the trade union set¬ 
up* 

In connection, with the above ~| reported that on ^pril 20, 1956, 
the SWP*s National Committee officially endorsed the CLJNNON analysis of. 
the current stage of Stalinism as the SVIP’s official political orientation 
on this subject* 


II* CRGANIZATIONAL TOPICS 


he 

hlC 


he 

hlC 


1. NATIONAL FUND IRIVS 


reported that it had been decided to hold a three—month national 
fund drive to run from May 15, 1956 to August 15, 1956, with a goal of 
approximately £.15,000 and that each branch*s quota, in general, will be 
similar to their quota for the ’’Publication Fund Oampaign,” which ran 
from October 15, 1955 to January 31, 1956* 


| ~| announced that the National Committee had hoped to postpone this 

coming fund drive until September, 1956, but ’’emergency" use of the 
"Publications Fund," the cost of the Party’s 1956 election campaign and 
the added expense of bombarding the American Stalinists with propaganda 
via free "Militants" for an unlimited period makes it necessary to begin 
this fund drive immediately. He stated that the National Committee 
urged the branches to fulfill their quotas-as early as possible in the 
campaign* 


i i defined the "emergency" use of the "Publications Fund 1 * as payment 

of hospital bills, t.un ritTnents and/or o perations performed on such top 
Party functionari es as 
(liver disorder),[ 


~(noted also that.I 

limit his Party activities recently due to the recurrence of a chronic 
back ailment. 


,(c oronary throm bosis), I ~1 

~|(ulcers; m dl I (heart condition)* 

j has hcon forced to 


In connection with the scheduled throe^month fund drive, Informant advised 
that during the course of the Boston Branch 8WP meeting on ^pril 2o, 

1956-j the members* of the Boston Branch announced their individual pledges 
for this drive, and on the basis of the total amount pledged, formally 




ho 
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approved an. over-all branch quota of 55 >CO, 

B, SWP'S PRINTENO EQUIPMENT 

_ reported that the offset printing equipment obtained by the San 

Francisco Branch within the past year has been transferred to and set up 
in an unannounced location in Lower Manhattan at the total cost of 
approximately |>3,000 to the Party, 

He stated that the San Francisco Trotskyist (unnamed), who allegedly 
donated this offset equipment to the SWP, also supervised its transfer 
from San Francisco to New York City and will remain there to assist other 
Party personnel in its operation, 

announced that the acquisition and transfer of this offset 
equipment means that all SWP publications, including leaflets, pamphlets, 
campaign literature and the “Fourth International," but excluding “The 
Militant," will be printed and published on these offset presses by Party 
personnel only* 

“The Militant," according to | ~| will continue for the time being 

to be published at its current non-Party location (address not furnished). 

Informant noted that l I made no mention as to the effect this offset 

equipment would have on the “Pioneer Publishers, Inc,“ 

In connection with the above, Informant on May 10, 193>6, orally advised 
that on May 3, 19^6, the Boston Branch, STOP, received a letter from the 
National Headquarters dated April 26, 19 jp6« concern ing the “National 
Committ ee Plen um Publications Report" by | \ According to the 

letter,_in his report stated that the cost of setting up the SWP's 

offset equipment in New York was 5970, that an additional &1,102 had 

been expended to purchase one "vari—typer" and that the STOP plans to publish 

copies of the following in the near future: . 

1* JAMES P, CANNON 1 s "ITOW" - In pamphlet form 5 

2, JAMES P, CANNON 1 s “First Ten Years of American Communism"j 

3* JAMES P, CANNON'S series of articles, “Notebook of An 

Agitator" - In pamphlet or booklet formj 
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u* 

5 . 

6 . 


Additional copies of 


J pamphlet, 


jnaaiuiousu. uupxwo ux I_]__ j 

"Desegregation! Labbr's Stake in the Fight for Negro 


Equality 11 -: 

F s article concerning the Progressive Party in 
pamphlet form; 

An article concerning "Plekhanov," which has appeared in 
past issues of the "Fourth International 0 " 


I further reported that, the British Trotskyists have requested the 
SNP to collaborate with them in the publishing of LEON TROTSKX' s "The 
Revolution B etrayed " for distribution in both England and the United States* 
According to I ~1 there are currently no copies of this book available 
in England and only a limited supply is available in the United States. 

It is not known to the Informant whether the SWP will comply with the 
request of the British Trotskyists. 

Informant further advised that according to this April 26, 1956 National 
-Headquarters letter, the first shipment of a 200-page excerpt of I 1 

I I s book, "Negros on the March," has been received from England and 

that this book is available to the SWP branches at $1*20 per copy# 

Informant noted that the Boston Branch has ordered ten copies of this 
book and that the orders are made through "Pioneer Publishers" of New York. 


C, "THE MILITANT" AND "FOURTH INTERNATIONAL" 


_| reported that "The Militant" currently is being published at a 

monthly deficit to the Party of approximately 0300, and that despite alleged- 
increases in circulation figures throughout the United States, the deficit 
incurred from the publishing of each quarterly issue of the "Fourth Inter¬ 
national" is approximately 0325* 


D » 1956 ELECTION PLANS 

I I reported that FLRRELL DOBBS, the Party's National Secretary, will 

be its candidate for the office of President -of the United States and that 
I I w ill be the Party's Vice-Presidential candidate. He 

stated that the SNP will hold a "Nominating (proxy) Ubnvention" sometime 
in June to nominate officially the Party's candidates for these national 
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office s in order to qualify and/or to receive official recognition, for 
I an d! l as the legally and officially-nominated candi dates for 

public offices of a recognized, full-fledged political party, I 1 

stated that by holding this "Nominating Convention," the SWP •will qualify 
its candidates to obtain free radio and television time equal to that 
allotted by the networks to the candidates of the two major political 
parties,. 


E* SWP*S SEVENTEENTH E',TION.J, CONVENTION 


1 reported that the SWP will hold its bi-annual National Convention 
sometime in Jaiuary or February, 1957, rather than in late November, 1956, 
as previously announced by him. 


] made no mention as to whether any 


Informant advised that 
decision has been made concerning the specific time and place of this 
convention* 


b6 

b7C 


F. .ITT I-STALINE ST HtOPlG-'-NDA CiMPUGN 


(Set out above under "I".*) 
G. 1956 ELECTION TASKS 


_ reported that the tasks to be performed by the SWP with respect 

to the 1956 el action ^campaign will be; 

1, Signature collection campaigns to qualify Party candidates 
for state ballots; 

2, Campaigning for local and national Party candidates by means 
of public meetings, leaflet distributions, press, television 
and radio coverage and mailings. 


HI. NlTIOi'Uli.-COIfflCETTEE PLEMJM PERSONNEL 


According to the Informant, 


during his report mentioned the follow¬ 


ing National Committee members and/or alternates as having been in 
attendance at the National Committee Plenum held ipril 20-22, 1956: 


j:iies p. cannon 

FLRRELL DOBBS 


be 

b7C 


b6 

b7C 
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| further mentioned tha t l , I had been present at the National 

Committoe social held on April 21, 1956* 

In the event farther information concerning the above comes to the attention 
of this Informant, interested offices will be appropriately advised. 

It is noted that by separate communication the San Francisco' Division has 
been furnished the information concerning the transfer of the offset 
printing equipment* 

| ~| has furnished reliable information in the past and is a highly 

sensitive source in the Boston Division* Accordingly, information furnished 
by this Informant must be handled with the utmost discretion 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO: SAC, NEW YORK (100-26603 )C40) DATE: 6 / 4/56 

FROM: SA I 

SUBJECT: BRONX COUNTY CP 
IS C 


Source : ^ | ( c •'nceal identity) 

Reliability: Who has furnished reliable 

i nformation in the -pas t 
Agent to whom furnished: SA| 

Date -~f activity: May 10, 1956 

Date received: May l4, 1956 

Original located: | 1 


In the attached report. the informant sets forth 
the details of a club organizers meeting of the Hunts Point, 
Tremont, Boulevard Section, Bronx County CP Club Organizers 
held on 5 / 10/56 


1-NY (100-62881) 
1-NY ( 100 - 76253 ) 
1-NY (100-106044) 
1-NY (100-128437) 
1-NY {100- 
1-NY (100-82900) 
1-NY ( 1 OO- 527 IO) 
1-NY (100-109045) 
1-NY (100- 
fl%NY (100-95583) 
VL-NY (100-72964) 
1-NY { 100 - 83976 ) 
1-NY (100-128793) 

1 -NY (IOO- 13480 ) 


! P & C) (-#20-10) 

I | (#20-10) 

3 (# 20^10 

t » [ #20-10) 

---,___D (#20-10) 

|LNU)(#20-10) 

L (# 20 - 10 ) 

\ (# 20 - 10 ) 

I (# 20 - 10 ) 

I I I LNU) Member Bx. CP, Re NY 359S)(#20-10) 
CP.USA T.TNF. ) (#12-14) 

n (# 20 - 10 ) 

\ (# 20 - 10 ) 

CITY WIDE MADISON SQUARE GARDEN GR RALLY,NY 

(#7-2) 

(JOE STAROBIN) 


MFD:alg 

( 16 ) 


| SEARCHED ..,AV .IN ” 

I SERJAUZED..,,M?^fjl^ ^ 

I JUfl * /Uqrsfvj’i 






Date of report May 11 , 1956 


T. C. P. 


I attended a Hunts Point, Tremont, B ulevard 
Section Communist Party, club organizers meeting, on 
Thursday night. Ma v 10, at| | home. 


bh 

b7C 


_The following club organizers wpt»p> _nrPHBnt-. I ~ 

I organizational 

sec. ana organizer respectively,| financial 

Sec. and another young woman by the name or 1 \ 

Th e meet ing did not get under way until nine 
o’clock, and | | proposed the following agenda 


be 

hlC 


1- discussion continuation, from last club organizers 
meeting on the recent Twentieth Congress of the Soviet 
Union. 


2 - Fund drive 


3 ~ Announcements 

I I said that he had to leave early because 
he was going to work to night, but before he goes he would 
like to speak his peace first. 


But we should appoint a chairman for this meetin 

^ U * A __•> Ai. ^ . . I I 


— — - 

befo re going ahead, and after a few minutes 


as [ 


proposec 


proposition 


] and the others agreed unanimously on this 


to 6 
b7C 


_ I _ I read the f irst point on the agenda and asked 

for discussion and | I spoke first he read from prepared 
notes and said that his remarks were his own opinion and 
not to be misconstrued as a report 


Ife said that the recent happenings in the leader- 


«// 


T. C. P. 


ships of the Sovi et Union have shocked the whole world, 
and more so our Party here in the U.S 

. „ ,, l_ s an indication of weakness, rather than ' J 

strength, in the leaderships of the Soviet Union for such 
a Tuning to happen, and the responsibility rests with the 
present leadership as well/- 

h Jf bee ^ a .$ ad Practice in our Party here, that 
uoon ii« a n ^ 0 M d ^ SSan ^iJf :L ^' 1 Policy has never been urged 

shared S in n<3 thlS in his 0]?inion was a weakness we all 

, | |pointed out that the structure of our Party 

must undergo a serious change and and even to the point 

wh±ch S will follow f? rces * nd establishing another organization 
Uyr?LI! 11 n £? 11 2 a l° n e the same Marxist-Leninist lines 

s ° al of Socialism and also a little more 
political minded and most of all the right to dissent 
whenever possible 1 


■b6 

b7C 


a would not be in the form of an association, 

Communist-political Association was during the 
Browder period or another organization but one similar 
~? e one we now have > bufc rather again one in which the 
maS ? eS ,SSV nd wm participate in discussions more 
i r fx ' J an X wi t h fear of repraisals and harassment by the 
leaders of said organization. 

. , ^ As It is now Policy is set from the top leadership 
52 ? p 5f sed , on to us with no alternative but to carry out 
this directive, and not having a say in the making of 
said Policy. ° 


This policy must be carried out even though 
constructive criticism is always expected of us. 


. . . I I gave a few concrete examples to stress 

his points tying in the many othep problems whioh face 
us at the present time the Negn question, have we been 


•bo 

b7C 
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T. C. P. 


following the right Policy in connection with the Negro 
question, as outlined all these years. 

If the present leadership of the Communist Party 
in the Soviet Union accuses the leadership under Stalin 
then how can we be sure of what they say to be true 


Partv himself that tne American Communist 

inde P e ndent Party seperate from the 
Soviet Union as to Policy making. 

toe ics members should formulate policy lust as 
a union which votes to increase its dues , true the 
mam body makes recommendations for an increase and the 

membership vote on it, it takes the whole memberships 
vote to pass such a proposal. p 

, ) I s main grype was that we have th<* r»i o-h-h 

to dissent;, and he quoted an article by in 

day or two a S° in which she expresses 

O? ?^ f r an 2 b ? ca ^ se vlews did not meet with the approval 

Pn-HoS le ? ders 1 hlp i bemuse she disagreed',with some 

Policy she has been kept apart from the Party. 

Anotner case is the case of Joe Starobin who 

t ar J icles for the Daily, he did not see eye 
to eye with tne leadership of the Communist party and y 
expressed himself on many occasions and because of this 
he is now out of the Party as of 1954 op 1955 


, This |__| knew for a fact and there are hundreds 

more who at one time or another did not agree with Party 
Policy and have dropped out completly. y 

I in talking of establishing another 

out that there ane many Socialist minded 
5UC ^ as bhe two Socialist mayors we have In the 
u *k*l _| and .another, who would really contribute 


- 3 - 
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to the building of our Party. 



finished his talk at ten o’clock and then 
because he had to go to work. 


_ I I opened the floor for further discu ssion 

& fld I I spoke, she was very angry and hurt that I I 
should submit a talk of that nature and could not conceive 
of abolishing the C.P. in the U.S, and establishing another. 


She was very angry that I I should leave in such 
a hurry and leave us hanging in mid air on such an important 
discussion but she neverthless gave her own brief account 
of the situation. 


Sh e had m any questions which she wanted to have 
answered but I | remarks complicates matters to a point 
which makes iTTTriore confusing and she suggest that this 
discu ssion continue on t:o. ; the next meeting, at which time 
I I may be able to supply us with answers to these 
questions. 


The remarks of all the others followed the same 
pattern and the;/ too were amazed and taken aback by what 
Gene said. 


I I in his remarks quoted Joseph Starobin's 

book "Paris to Peping 11 , the article right to dissent pg. 
50 as one which we should adhere to 


|_| was also very critical of | f s proposal 

that we break up our Party and form another, this was a 
very uncalled for remark at a time like this and she did 


not think that it would work out, but instead we must discuss 
this thoroughly and correct our mistakes not only the top 
but also on the lower levels of our Party. 


4 


T. C. P. 





said that a very important point which no 

fill nnvn n* 4-Vi4 M j j « 


- 1 -- ^ v ^\y -unpor&am; point; which r 

question S? k pL°" a ^ 1 „ dul ’ 1 JS this discussion, was the 

her ODini^ t ls S nJ? r ? et M ^tf | said or implied, that in 
agree^wittTVim, "the^uestion 5f,S2 2°^ ^Id’S 
discussed. m ° St ln the minfls of everybody and should be 


b 6 

hlC 


participate!!^ 11 ask=Sr S2LSLJii fr SS 1 lon ln Whloh SVS W°™ 

■ - I-1 asKx,a| I to give a report on the 


2S S$ SITS! - - 


] asked each club organizer to give an 




if ov^ T ?!L re ? p ? nse , was not so good because as | | 

her oluh h i«?«* S f e he ? W plear to rais © the 4 00 whi ch 
quota 1 ^ 1 <tssessed - she wou ld like a reduction in her 


^ S^en^t^enSs^r^rtS ^ 11 *“* 


want collect dues and fund drive money at the same Sne. 

It was agreed that the Section raise 50 f 0 by jj. ul 
On the last point on the agenda, | | read the 


be 
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following announcements- 

. J” Ma y x 9 a Bronx N.A.A.C.P. leadership conference 
at 1258 Boston Road. 

2 - Kp.y 24 Civil Rights rally at Madison Sq. Garden. 

3 “ May 27, at Carnegie Hall a debate by Eugene 

Dennis and two other including Dr. Du Bois. 

4 7 The Morton Sobell rally on Tuesday May 15, at 
C 3 -Pn 6 gi 6 Hall # 

Tickets are available for these rallies and we are 
urged to attend them. 

f —A_jLetter was read by | which was given to him 

L,_ t ■ that the T enants Counci l on rents and housing was 

to give a dinner to| | after years of faithful 

service 3 ar 987 So. Blvd, on Wed. Ma;/ 23. 

She has to give up her position because of the illness 
of her child, 

The next meet ing of the cluborganizerswouldbe 
held ph, May 25 > at \ I house I & * 


I also asked that we approve a resolution passed 

by the Section Staff that the Section elect three people 
one on the Section Staff one from this gathering here 
tonight and another person to set up the program which 
is to be presented to the County Convention in June. 

■-One of the.people who the Section h ad in mind was 

I—-1 the club organizer, was I 

and another to be appointed later. ^- 


6 


T. C. P. 


had literature which he distributed after the 
meeting and | | collected fund drive money. 

After the meeting | 1 and I I left before me, 

when I got into my car I waited un til th ey passed me and 
I got into a car a late modell Iliciense number 


During the course of | lremarks, he said that 
out of a membership of about - 1200 in Bx, County only 200 
are in mass organizations both right and left. 
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m v, , The informant reported on a meeting of the CP 

a-i- U £ h ^ f g ^a e ^ Nor ^ h "^? st Sect i Lon of the Bronx held on UA< 
at the apartment of I and 

I Bronx, NY. - ^- 
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Report 


April 25, 1956 
New York 

Communist Party U.S.A. 
Activities 


, .A meeting 0 f the Kingsbrfdge Club of the Communist 
P . a 9? the North-West Section of the Bronx (N.Y.) was held 
on April 1 9 th, 1956 at the apartment of| Hat ^ ^ 

I l Bronx, N.Y. 


bo 

b7C 


1 - The following members were present at the meeting: 

- b he | s I_._l> a printerj resides at 

\j Bronx), Sam Cohp n. Mr. and Mrs .f 


uuisheamah). 


and [ 


H of the [ 


_ ) _ 1 - 1 __] is a 

-Agthis meeting I learned the full name of 
reside s at | L Bronx, N Y. 

I Bronx, NY: his full name? Is □ 


be 
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1 


(he) was 


of the meeting, f 


told the meeting that the Bronx County of the Communist '' 

Party will have a meeting on April 27 th, 1956 at the Bainbridge 
headquarters of the ALP at Bainbridge Ave., Bronx, NY on be 

the sub ject of the 20 th congress of the CPSU. The speaker 
will be 1 1 1 1 


or[ 


1 V * Vi. vy 4 JL J. 

She said that "only 


party memoers or people closely connected with the party 

•" She asked the members of this club to 
attend the April 27th meeting. 


[ 


also announced that there will be a 


I 1 I -- v w V, 4-J.w a. CX 

Morton.Sobell meeting at Carnegie Rail ip NY op May 15 , 1956 . 
She said that the NY State Committee of the CP is ,asking 
the party members to attend this meeting and to "mobilize 
member? of mass organizations and trade unions to come to the 


b7C 
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S' 


o^EanizeS^i meeting " • I 1 (she is the club 

1 2 1 announce a that on May 4th, 1956. there is 

on the mee ^ i f?§u at Crestmore Mannor, Bronx, NY, 

, +--U* Q^-^stion of The Bronx Independent t! She said thai 

the Circulation ofCS 1 * dis0 “ s ® tha questions of raising 
fundS F onx Independent and of getting 

serve as an am PaP6r ’ Whi ° h 18 desisned fc ° 

tuis^ies en^Tf^the^Bron^Independent ^d'TSkeS tCl ' 

members to give him names of buissnes people for* the 

appointment S with n | u ^t°«i- them ? ds for> the paper - He made an 

t? d ti2 nervous condition", she asked the members 

loCSC money for Noto's hail fund, “50 dollars, 

100 dollars, any amount we can raise. The request for Noto's 

S irgeSf result f ?° m V* f ate Ihe?f is also 

an uigent request for donations for the Noto family." 

for hail fo5 e Hoe!? er n Pr 2? i .H? a to "try" to raise r r cy 
^or bail for Noto . Donations were made by $10 00. 

□ $5-00, r I $10.00, Sam Cohen $3.00.-' 

discussi nn^nf q?a? atio ^* *^ of the meeting consisted of the 
wa <5 in nwdf° f s J alin and the 20th Congress of the GPSU which 
2 L : snhZt^T ^s a, repetition 0 f the discussion on the 
submited f^ vl p!f meeting of the club on which I 

shnSKL*?- brought out the point that "we 

hould analize the positive achievements made on the mad 

o Communism under the leadership of the Communist Partv nf 
the soviet union than talk abouASe negate role ofstaUn 


-2 


when he became engrossed in his personal cult". He said 
that Stalin played an important role in the "Communist 
^he Soviet Union and in the strenghteing 
of the world Communist movement. A negative part~in"Ms 
personality was developed in his latter years but the CP 
of the Soviet Union, it seems to me, kept a close watch on 
Stalin and there wasn’t much damage done. At the 20th 
Congress the Communist Party of the Soviet Union- and 
its present leadership formulated new policies for the 
Soviet Union and for the Communist parties of the world to 
follow. These policies will lead the Soviet Union to 
Communism and the world to peace and socialism. The 
important thing for us, ^American Communists, is 'to study 
the d &ss.eug-lons and formulations of the 20th Congress because 
they will be for years to come our guide in our daily 
struggle for a Socialist America". 


|_| said that "our Communist Party for the 

last few years neglected the mention of the main idea of our 
party namely the struggle for socialism in the United 
States. Socialism became something so far removed from us 
that we neglected to even talk about it. I do hope that 
the 20th Congress will awaken our party to again take up the 
struggle for socialism as something to be achieved in this 
country during our lifetime". 


It was decided to hold the next meeting on - 
May 3rd ,^1956 at the apartment of| 

Bronx, NY. On the question or tne May Day meeting 


at Union Sq. on April -30th, everyone present said that 
they will come and bring with them friends, neighbors 
or co-workers. 


J. Morris 
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. information contained in this report should 

not be disseminated outside of the Bureau unless it is 
paraphrased. 


The informal.!; reported on a conference of Jewish 
Communist leaders which took place on 4/25A6 at the 
Academy Hall in NY. ' / " 
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Report 


Jewish Communists Activities 


April 30, 1956 
New York 


|_ [ member of the Kingsbridge Section 

of the Communist Party, told me that the disclosure of what 
has happened to the "Jewish culture and to the Jewish writers 


in the Soviet Union brought on serious disturbance in the 
panks of Jewish Communists and especialy amoung the Jewish 
progressives throughout the country. The fact that many 
Jewish Communist writers were executed in the Soviet Union, 
Jewish organizations there were dissolved and Jewish newspapers 
were suppressed became so serious of a problem in this country 
that Gene Dennis, I was told, found it necessary to call in 
a few Jewish Communist leaders to talk over the situation." 


I Isaid tl#t | I told her 

fcAat at this conference between Da-nnis. and some of the 
Jewish Qommunist leaders it was decided to call special 
meetings "to explain to the Jewish population why a thing 
like this happened in the Soviet Union," 


The first meeting on this subject was. held on 
April 25th, 1956 a'fc the Academy Hall in New York.. Similar 
meetings will be held all over the country. 


I_I told me that about 400 people came to 

the academy Hall meeting. Most - cf those present at this 
meeting were Communist and progressive functionaries of Jewish 
cultural and mass organizations and trade unions. 


The chairman of this meeting was 


The main speaker at the meeting was P. Novicky 
editor of the Morning Freiheit. Novick told the meeting’ 
that "the . pogrom on the Jewish Culture in the Soviet Union 
and the execution of Jewish writers was accomplished by anti- 
Soviet court tc~ r evolutionary forces the aim of which was the 
distruction of the Soviet Union, Novick underlined that the 
Beria plot against the Jewish writers ard/ime* yi Jewish Doctors 
was possible only because of the Stalin cult and the Stalin one- 
man rule." 



"Novick underlined that the 20th Congress of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union decided to re-establish 
collective leadership, socialist democracy and socialist 
justice." 


"Novick underlined that the anti-Semitic Act in the 
Soviet Union were perpetrated by anti-soviet groups which 
repeived support from foreign reactionaries. Anti-Semitism 
in the Soviet Union was not a government supported movement- 
it was an anti-Soviet movement and it was part of a plot 
directed agsinst other nationals in the Soviet Union. This 
plot of the Beria anti-revolutionary gang was directed 
against the Soviet Nation as a whole." 

"Novick also spoke about the many millions of Jews 
the Soviet Union saved during the Hitlerinvasion of Fcland 
and the Ukraine." 


I I told me that about 20 people participated 

in the discussion which followed Novick' s speech. 


, and other speakers 

reafirmed theitf bdliVe in socialism and in the leadership of 
the Soviet Union and the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. 
Many of the speakers conceeded that what has happened to the 
Jewish Culture is the Soviet Union came as a terrible shock 
to Communists and progressives all over the world but the 
latter events-the Stalin Cult-and the fact that the Soviet 


leaders themselves exposed the tragic happenings and injustice 
done by the Beria gang brought new hope and a stronger belive 
in socialist justice. No capitalist country will ever 
recognize its mistakes. Only a socialist country will come 
out and recognize its mistakes and failures and will do 
every thing possible to correct such mistakes. It was also 
underlined by some speakers that the professional anti-Communists 
and anti-Soviet forces will not succed in their attempt to 
create a new anti-Soviet hysteria because the masses of the 
people see clearly that the new Soviet leadership recognized 
its mistakes and is leading the world to peace and socialism." 


b6 
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The speakers called upon the people to repel the 
attacks of the enemies of the progressive movement in the 
United States and to build and stren ght en the progressive 
movement, the Morning Preiheit and to strenghten the struggle 
for peace." ' 


J. Morris - 


i 
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Report Communist Party USA Activities May 14, 1956 

—- —- New york 


Some 30 Communists came to a meeting on 
May 11th, 1956 of the North-West Section of the Bronx 
Communist Party which was held at the Bainbridge headquarters 
of the ALP. 


Amnwng those pre sent at this m eeting was 


_(resides on 
a orother wearing"an hearing aid- ana [ 


LiEZ who has 


J 


be 

bic 


The meeting was chaired by , 
led a discussion on the 20th Congress or una uommums'c paruy 
of the Soviet Union. 


He outlined a few, by name well know;* points, 
from the Communist point of view, on how and why things "contrary 
to Socialist morality and justice" happened in the Soviet Union, 

He also stated that because the Soviet Union was 
"the first Socialist country in the world we and other^ 
communist Parties never asked any questions. We took everything 
that came out from the Soviet Union for grafted. We have 
had, and still have f£e in the wisdom andex pieresn ee of the 
CPSU. Although, and this is my own believe , once in a while 
we should have asked some question." He underlined that the 
"road to socialism in the Soviet Union was different than the 
road to socialism might be in our country. Russia was a backward 
country industrially and Russia never knew the meaning of 
democracy. 0 u r country has a high industrial development and 
to us democracy is a tradition." 

He claimed that "there is a possibility of achieving 
socialism in the United States through peacefull means, 

Marxism-Lenism is a living science and we marxists recognize 
the fact that since the Bolshevik' revolution the world went 
through tremendous social changes. The Socialist revolutions 
in the countries of the peoples democracies were almost 
bloodless revolutions, s-o was the socialist revolution in China. 
There is a possibility that in the not jbo distant future we 
will achieve socialism here entirely by parlament ary means. 

Of course this does not mean that we are^ying' up class struggle. 







We will never take the path of those who claim to he 
socialists hut who are actualy just a bunch of reformi st. 

We are and will remain revolutionary marxists, The mere 
fact that we aim to replace capitalism with socialism is hy 
itself an act of revolutibn, hut it does not mean that blood 
must he flowing during this process." He gave credit'to Stalin 
for his "great ability as the leader of the CPSU and of the 
world Communist movement hut Stalin did much damage in his 
latter years when he built up his cult of the individual. When 
Stalin put himself above the party it was a signal to the Beria ■* 
t reator s to start their counter-revolutionary activities, 
which expressed itself in mass executions of old Bolsheviks, 
Jewish writers and in the persecution of Communist leaders 
of the different nationalities in the Soviet Union and in the 
other Socialist countries which followed the policies of the 
Soviet Union." 


During the questions and answers period the 
question came up: "Why didn't the present leaders of the 
Soviet Union fight against the Stalin cult of the individual?" 


|_| answered: "To fight against Stalih 

would have meant to jeopardize the socialist revolution, 

Stalin was a great leader and a stubborn fighter and the 
present leadership knew and were afraid for the consequences 
of such a fight, For the sace of saving the Socialist revolution 
they had to wait. It often happens even hece when a union 
leader takes over the initiative and makes his own decissions 
during a strike. No matter how much and how sharply the'' 
leadership dissagrees with him they wouldn't fight him -while 
the strike is on. They'll wait. 

s "The Soviet leaders just marked their time and when 
the time came they exposed the errors made by Stalin and 
during the era of the cult of the individual." 

On questions of what errors the American Communist 
party made | | said that "We made irany errors. Here is an 

outstanding error we made when we tried to impose our will 
upon Mike_Quill. We told Quill: 'You nPst do as we say or 
,get out '-gp, he went out. The same thing happened with | I 

L_I and the same thing happened with the UE when we tried 

that the union should adopt our line on Korea." 


In his concluding remarks he said that "our party must, from 
my point of view, become a mass party aiming to atract millions 
of American people to the cause of Socialism. iTTeli-'ve 
that our party should work with the Socialists and with 
labor on all questions of a minimum program and on building 
and preparing our country for socialism. We be live that 
Socialism will come to this country as well as to the other 
capitalist Countries in the very near future. Almost half of 
the world is all ready socialist and the 20th Congress laid 
the foundations for socialism for the whole world." 


J. Morris 
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A Communist Party meeti ng was held at the I I residence 

near Schenectady on May 7, 1956. I I presided and introduced 

| | as a Comrade from New York who had come up to give the local 

Comrades some information on the 20th Congress of the CPSU. 

The informant stated that the following individuals were 
in attendance: 
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_ from Troy, | | s husband _ 

Two -whi^e men, one of whom was named | | 


CC: 


2 - New York(RM) 

1 - New Yorki100-50912n 
1 _ 100-8494 (1 
1 - 100-11594 (1 
1 - 100-1 ^384(1 
100-14573 
100-14224 
100-11782 
100-13796 
100-14378 


](19)(RM) 
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100 -9897( Security Measu res) 
100-1 1 
100-11752(1 ) 

,- 

1 - 100-11574 
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T he inf ormant said that he met |_|later and he said 

that he was | I but that he used to be SAM. The informant did not 
know|_|'s last name. 


The informant said that I I said that the CP, USA, had 
been following the wrong path. He said that the wrong news was 
coming out of Russia and that we were getting false reports from the 
American-people, and that we had not been getting facts from the 
CPSU so that we couldn't follow the right line. He said that 
STALIN had been trusted too much by the Comrades here and abroad 
and that the Comrades had been blind to the faults of STALIN. 

One of the un known individuals, a man with light blond 
hair with the man named l I said that we must have the facts and 
that we can't evaluate the situation based on the false reports 
that we are getting from the American press. He said that he just 
couldn't understand the situation on the basis of what he can 
read here in America. 


,_ L, I presented three resolutions which he demanded 

that |_|take back' to New York City. He wanted to know if 1 1 

could bring the answers to these resolutions back. I I said that 
he couldn't, but that the answers could come back and that the 
National would answer these satisfactorily. 

I 1 the informant stated, has no respect for any of 
his superiors in the Party.' He feels he kno ws i t all and cannot 
be told anything concerning the Party. I I made I I understand very 
clearly that although he had been sent here by the National to give 
the answers to the Comrades' questions, no one indiv idual can 
solve all the problems an d have all, of the answers. | [made it a 
point to^make it clear to I that the Party members must 

have their questions answered reasonably and that they would no : b 
longer accept any old answer simply because it comes from Party b 

leadership. 

I I from Troy apparently reads a lot and he made several 
contributions to the meeting. He admits that he is confused and is 
searching for an answer to the STALIN problem. | I feels that 

the Party press is written, and Party conversation takes place, 
on a college graduate level. He said that it sets the Party apart 
from the masses because it is just like trying to learn a new 
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language. He said that we must use simple language and get to the 
point in our discussi ons. He pr oved his point by requesting that 
several, terms used by I I be explained to him,. 


I [ addressed just a few questions to 

some points on which she was not clear. 


to explain 


|_(challenged a statement that |_|had made and 

disagreed on the point he was trying to put across, ^ 

I I said that part of the trouble with the 

Party is that the Comrades read Party releases and then interpret 
them incorrectly. I 1 said it was good for a person like 

I | to come up and sit down and talk with the Comrades. 

I said that if the 20th Congress had not come 
off, we in the Communist Party, USA, would still be bat ting a round 
making more errors until the 25th Congress came along. | | 

assured her that the CP, USA, would have found the correct line 
through self-criticism. 

___ The Security Measures of the Party were challenged and 

|_|assured the members that the Party was going to be more 

open in the future and would hold fewer secret Party meetings, 
and more large group meethgs. He said that it was only in the 
past year that the Comrades had tended to move freely. He said 
that this had hampered the Party, but it was now out and operating 
in the open again. He said the Party would now move along and 
accomplish things. ' 

_ The infor mant. on June 12, 1956, identif ied a p hotogra ph 

of I , l as being identical with | |, and of I ~l 

I I as being identical with | L 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM #*** UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-69) DATE: July 2, 1956 

FROM : SAC, CHICAGO (100-18953) 

SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY - USA 
ORGANIZATION , 

IS - C 


Extreme care must be used in handling and reporting 
the following; information In order.to fully protect the Iden¬ 
tity of the informant a 


2 - Bureau (REGISTERED MAIL) 

5 - Detroit (REGISTERED MAIL) 

(1 - 100^ ) (CP-USA, Organization) 

(1 - 100- ) (CP-USA, Negro Question) 

(1 - 100-17161) (CP-USA, Strategy in Industry)) 
(1 - 100-6075)- i Cominfil, UAW-CIO) 

(1 - 100-13420) (CARL WINTER) 


3 - Newark (REGISTERED MAIL) 

(1 - 100- ) (CP-USA, Organization) 

(1 - 100- ) (CP-USA. Negro Question) b6 

(1 - 100-2974) | | ) b7C 


-New York (REGISTERED MAIL) 

(1 - IOO- 8 O 6 I 4 .I). (CP-USA, Organization) (#19) 


(1 

a 

a 

*<1 

a 

a 

a 

a 


100-89691) 
100-80640) 
100-89590) 
100 - ) 
100 - ) 
100 - 81752 ) 
100-9934) 
100-34032) 


(CP-USA, Domestic Administration Issue®) (#19) 
(CP-USA, Negro Question)(#19) 
-CC^HSAy^S^ra^e^ ^in Industry).. 

~‘ Line) 



^fCP-USA 


a - 100-23825) 


a 

a 

a 


100-8057) 

100-10840) 

100-89816) 


(ClUuSA, Brief) 
(AL BLUMBERG) 
(LOU BURNHAM) 
■■(BEN DAVIS, Jr„) 
(EUGENE DENNIS) 
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Copies (cont’d): 


New York: 


(1 - 100-9365) 
(1 - 100-19723) 
(1 - 100-16785) 
(1 - 100-18677) 
(1 - 100-50983) 
(1 - 100-23290) 
(1 - 100-28609) 
(1 - 100-9573) 
(1 - 100-50090) 
(1 - 100-66211) 
(1 - 100-206ii.9) 
(1 - 100-23290) 
(1 - 100-18672) 
(1 - 100-5^899) 


(WILLIAM Z. FOSTER) 
(JOHN GATES) 

(JAMES JACKSON, Jr n ) 


, I) 

(SID STETN1 


|ED STRONG) 

(MAX WEISS) 
(LEON WOFSY) 
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3 - Philadelphia (REGISTERED MAIL) 

(1 - 100- ) (CP-USA, Organization) 

(1 - 100- ) (CP-USA, Negro Question) 

(1 - 100-7800) (ED STRONG) 


3 
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San Francisco 

(1 - 100- ) (CP-USA, Organization) 

(1 - 100- ) (CP-USA, Negro Question) 

(1 - 100- ) (WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN) 


Chicago 

(1 - A)134-46) 

(1 - 100-3470) 

(1 - 6I-867) 

(1 - 100-18956) 
(1 - 100-1984i) 


(MORRIS CHILDS) 

(CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT) 
(CP-USA, Negro Question) 
(MAX WEISS) 


t 


- la - 


'■ A 


J 





DIRECTOR, FBI Re: COMMUNIST PARTY - USA 

ORGANIZATION 


Re New York teletype dated June 23, 1956, and 
captioned, '’Communist Party - USA, Organization, IS - G, 
OINAL* >’ 


Referenced teletype contained a summary of the 
first day of sessions of the three day meeting of the 
National Committee of the Communist Party, USA, which was 
held at the Jefferson School of Social Science in New York 
City from June 22 through June 2l\. 8 1956« The following 
constitutes the details of the first day of sessions of this 
three day meeting as furnished by CG 582lj.“S-J:- to SA JOHN E. 
KEATING on June 22, 1956: 

Persons in Attendance 


CG 582l|.-S-:c- advised that the following persons 
were in attendance at the sessions held on Friday, June 22, 
1956: 


AL BLUMBERG 
LOU BURNHAM 
MORRIS CHILDS 
BEN DAVIS, Jr„ 
EUGENE DENNIS 


FRED FINE 
WILLIAM Z. FOSTER 
JOHN GATES 
JAMES JACKSON, Jr, 


CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 


WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN 



MAX WEISS 
CARL WINTER 
LEON WOFSY 


be 

b7C 


Informant advised that FINE, GATES, JACKSON, I 1 

and STEIN did not arrive at this meeting until some time 
after 1|.:00 p 0 m« WILLIAM Z„ FOSTER was present for the morning 
and early afternoon sessions but left the meeting some time 
shortly after lj.:00 p„m„ The sessions of June 22, 1956, con- 
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eluded at approximately 9:00 p.m. WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN, 
Chairman of the California Communist Party District, was 
the Chairman for the sessions of this National Committee 
meeting held June 22,-1956a 

Agenda for this Meeting of the 
National Committee of the Communist Party 

CG 5>82ij.“>S*- advised that the following points were 
placed on the agenda for this meeting of the National Com¬ 
mittee : 

lo Some aspects of the Negro question. 

2<> A report on Communist Party organization 

with the report to he given by a representative 
of the New York Communist Party District. 

3. The current discussion in the Communist Party, 
USA, on the 20th Congress of the CPSU. 

!(.. Good and Welfare; . 

CG 582l|-S* stated that only the first point on 
the agenda was covered during the sessions of June 22, 1956. 
Since this was a discussion of the Negro question, the infor¬ 
mant advised that undoubtedly some persons who are not 
members of the National Committee were invited to attend the 
session of June 22, 1956, in order to participate in the 
discussion on the Negro question. 

Main Report on the Negro Question 
by BEN DAVIS, Jr.. 

CG 582lj.-S-::- stated that BEN DAVIS, Jr., made the 
main report on some aspects of work among the Negro people. 
Informant advised that undoubtedly DAVIS* report will be 
published in the near future. 
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There was a motion adopted at the end of the sessions 
of June 22, 19^6, suggesting that the Administrative Committee 
of the National Committee and the Secretariat of the Negro 
Commission of the CP confer for the purpose of editing DAVIS* 
report so that it can be published as soon as possible,. 


Background Information 
on the Negro Question 


DAVIS stated that during the cold war Jim Crow received 
a serious setback,, He stated that in the interest of foreign 
policy and international good will the United States had to 
make a pretense at fighting Jim Crow* The Communists must be 
given credit since they helped to tumble the walls of Jim 
Crowism. Today there is a great upsurge among the Negro people, 
the greatest upsurge among the Negroes since the days of the 
Civil War* in the United States<> He stated that the struggle 
for civil rights and the fight for integration is the most 
important domestic issue of the day* The Negro question is 
no longer just a topic of discussion among groups which would 
have been characterized as zealots a few years ago„ 


DAVIS stated that during the last six years, l£6 
books dealing with the Negro question have been published in 
the United States* He went on t o sav that t he bullying by 
Senator JOSEPH MC CARTHY of Mrs„ |~ helped to turn 

the tide against‘Senator MC CARTHY* The international aspects 
of the Negro problem helped to right American foreign policy* 
The Negro people have transoceanic allies* These allies are 
located in a world which is vastly different from the world 
of a decade or' so ago. Explaining this, DAVIS stated that 
there is a world of Socialism, there is an anti-colonial world 3 
there is a series of anti-colonial revolts.* All of these con¬ 
ditions have had some influence upon the struggle for Negro 
liberation. 


be 
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The Communist Party has carried on a constant struggle 
for Negro rights over the period - of the last 2|r decad.es and 
the Party has helped considerably in the struggle for Negro 
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liberation during this period,, The Negro people are 
thinking about a solution to their problems now,- not a 
century from now. DAVIS predicted that there is a period 
of sharp struggles ahead, struggles similar to those 
which have been dramatized in the past by the murder of 
EMMETT LOUIS T ILL, the Montgomery, Alabama, boycott, the b6 
I [ case and similar events. DAVIS stated b7c 

however that despite the great upsurge on the part of the 
Negro people, now is not the time for complacency. 

Jim Crowism, the Dixiecrats and 
the United States Government’s 
policy on civil rights _ - 

DAVIS then went into a discussion dealing with 
Senator JAMES 0. EASTLAND of Mississippi and the Dixiecrats. 

He pointed out that they are the main enemies and that they 
have to be defeated. He also attacked the administration 
of President EISENHOWER, stating that the EISENHOWER admin¬ 
istration is passive and gives a cover to the Dixiecrats. 
According to DAVIS,-' Jim Crowism currently constitutes a 
national crisis in American society. 

There is also a crisis within the Democratic Party. 
This crisis pertains to the Dixiecrats and their influence 
on civil rights and the fight against Jim Crowism. He stated 
that some of the crisis on these matters overflows into the 
Republican Party. 

He stated that undoubtedly the struggle currently 
taking place will have an effect upon the outcome of the 
1956 elections and will also have an influence on American 
foreign policy. He went on to point out that the Negro 
people in the South are carrying the banner of progress. He 
said that no civil rights measure has been passed by Congress 
in the last 69 years. Yet with the Dixiecrats in power, 
allied with the Me Carthyites and other reactionaries, they 
have passed many laws which aimed at whittling away at con¬ 
stitutional liberties.' He stated that he had reference to 
such laws as the Me Carran Act and the Taft-Hartley Act. 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


COMMUNIST PARTY - USA 
ORGANIZATION 


Re: 


Shifting of the Negro Struggle 
from the North to the South 


DAVIS stated that the center of gravity of the 
Negro struggle has/ shifted from the North to the South,, 

The removal of the stench of the slave market in the South 
will help^the Negro struggle in the North. Montgomery, 
Alabama, is now the heart of the Negro struggle. He went on 
to point out that in all of these struggles for civil rights 
the students, particularly the Negro students, are playing 
a most important role. He discussed at some length the 
tactic of non-violent resistance. He showed how it was a 
further development of the MAHATMA GHANDI non-violence move¬ 
ment. In Montgomery, Alabama, the Negro working class is 
very influential and is using its economic power. According 
to DAVIS, the leadership of the movement in the South is 
native to the South. In all of the cities of the South where 
a.struggle is being conducted for civil rights and economic 
rights, the leadership is native. Until a few years ago the 
South took its leadership from the North. The South is no 
longer the solid South. It is unfreezing. Many of the 
white people in the South now favor desegregation.. The bulk 
of the white people are not aggressive or hostile, neither 
are they favorable to the Negro cause. Even if they are 
saturated with chauvinism they are not openly hostile and 
are not participating in lynch mobs as they did in days of 
old. 


DAVIS continued by stating that the majority of 
the membership of the National Association for the Advance¬ 
ment of Colored People is now residing in the South. He 
said that there are new trends in this organization inasmuch 
as the NAACP no longer confines its struggles merely to 
legal battles but also joins with and leads mass movements 
for other demands. 

Next, DAVIS went into a discussion on the White 
Citizens Councils. He said that the White Citizens Councils 
are not of the same composition as the Ku Klux Elan. They 
are supposedly composed of the so-called best citizens and 
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and the leading citizens in the community,, These leading 
citizens are bankers, manufacturers and professionals who 
do not trust the masses. They want to have power in their 
own hands and lead whatever masses they can influence,, 

He said that the White Citizens Councils are putting pressure 
on the labor movement of the South and are meeting with 
some success in this regard. This is evidenced by the fact 
that in some places some union people are lining up with the 
White Citizens Councils. 

He stated that Senators EASTLAND and MC CARTHT 
have joined hands to interfere with the Constitution and this 
is .evidenced by their joint struggle against the Supreme 
Court and in their fight for interposition. 

The national coalition for Negro rights must direct 
its main fire against the EASTLANDS, the BYRNESes, the 
TALMADGES, etc. It must also pressure the Federal government 
to take measures to enforce the constitution in the southern 
part of the United States. The right to vote is the central 
demand in the South. 

DAVIS then went on to point out that with the 
recession of the war danger -national unity became weakened 
and as national unity became weakened the capitalist class 
could no longer influence even a section of the Negro middle 
class to go along with the policies of the United States. 

The Communist Party 
and the Negro question 

DAVIS stated that it is necessary for the Communist 
Party to marshall its forces for a struggle in the South. The 
task of the Communist Party is to support the national front 
of all classes of the Negro people which are united for liber¬ 
ation. However, the vanguard, namely,the Communist Party, 
must have its own program. At this point BEN DAVIS admitted 
that he had made some mistakes and that these mistakes had 
tended to isolate, the Communist Party and separate the Party 
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from the masses of the Negroep. He stated that the main 
error of the Communist Party is passlvity, passivity in the 
light of the needs of the Negro people. This passivity is 
exhibited by the neglect by the Party of the southern 
part of the United States. The Party must pay more atten¬ 
tion to the South, must send more forces to the South, 
must do everything possible to overcome this neglect of 
the South. He said that the Communist Party must be 
present.in the flesh in the South. At the present time we 
still give direction to Party activities in the South by 
remote control. We also have to eliminate routineism in 
our attitude toward the South if we are to participate in 
this great upsurge of struggle. 

^ . . DAVIS went on to say that the Communists have too often 
' cbosenftjssues for the purpose of making headlines instead of 
giving consideration to the vital needs of the Negro people. 

Here are some of the issues on the Negro question in the 
North in the order in which DAVIS sees them. First of all 
there is the question of housing. Second there is the 
question of the struggle for integration. Third there is 
the question of jobs for the Negro people. He said that 
when unemployment exists an explosive situation is built 
up. Therefore, the Communist Party has a vital role to 
play in order to join these issues in the North with the 
issues in the South for the purpose of waging a fight against 
monopoly capitalism. 

At this point, DAVIS went into a review of the 
Double V campaign which was conducted during World War II 
by the "Pittsburgh Courier.” He explained that the Double 
V Campaign was supposed to be a campaign which would win 
the battle against Jim Crowism and would also help the 
United States to win World War II. According to DAVIS, 
this Double V campaign was ignored by the Communist Party 
because of the influence of Browderism on the Party at the 
time that this campaign was being carried on. He said that 
this did not do the Communist Party any good in regard to 
its relationship with the Negro people. He said that the 
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Communist Party has a role to play in order to unite the 
diverse movements for Negro rights and if we ignore any 
facets' of the struggle for Negro rights we will isolate 
ourselves from the Negro masses» 

DAVIS went on to say that the Communist Party has 
to put an end to tailism and that the Party must find new 
ways to come forward in its own name. He said that members 
of the Communist Party should not claim ideological superiority 
but should in a modest and simple way work in the very mass- 
movements which have been created by the Negro people. Con¬ 
cerning the gains which have been made by the Negro people, 
DAVIS stated that in many cases these are uneven or merely 
token gains. In this connection he mentioned the integra¬ 
tion in the armed services, the integration in some educa¬ 
tional institutions and an occasional breakthrough in job 
opportunities which were formerly lily-white. 

DAVIS said that the Negro people, both in the 
North and in the South, are still an oppressed people. He 
said that there is a 15 billion dollar Negro market which 
means that this is a market larger than the Canadian market. 
According to DAVIS, the capitalists are taking a look at 
this market and are trying either to completely win this 
market or to expand their present foothold in this market. 

To protect the limited gains which have been made 
by the Negro people, the Communist Party must understand 
that there is a sense of urgency required on the part of 
Communist Party members. The Communist Party need not be 
apologetic. We were the first ones to let the world know 
of the Negro oppression in the United States. On the other 
hand, we cannot rest on our laurels. We need self-criticism 
and re-evaluation of our work. We have been historically 
left-sectarian and now sectarianism has caught up with us. 

We must view with alarm our isolation from the Negro masses. 

Then DAVIS cited some reports from the Communist 
Party districts which reflect that the Party has been making 
some changes in its method of work among the Negroes and 
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that; an effort is being made to break away from left- 
sectarianism,, He went on to discuss the fight on both 
the right and the left danger but placed the most emphasis 
on left-sectarianism# In this regard he mentioned the 
National Negro Labor Council and stated that this was a 
left-center group which was organized by the Communist 
Partyo The National Negro 1 Labor Council became the principal 
base of the Communists, but as a result of the organization 
of the National Negro Labor Council, the best cadre of the 
Communist Party became active in this organization and as 
a result separated itself from the mainstream of the Negro 
struggle# Because of this, some of our cadre are now 
frustrated because they are unable to join or are unable 
to become a part of some of the broad struggles currently 
•.taking place among the Negro people# 

He also stated thaifc the Communist Party committed 
some leftist and negative errors in regard to i ts relation ¬ 
ship with such people as A. PHILIP RANDOLPH and | 


Turning his attention to civil rights, DAVIS 
stated that the Communist Party committed some leftist 
errors in this regard# He said that the Party orientation 
on President TRUMAN's report on civil rights was incorrect# 

He stated that the Communist Party placed emphasis on the 
anti-Communist statements which were contained in this report 
while the Negro people hailed the positive aspects of the 
report# As a result, we were opposed to the Negro leaders 
who saw positive things in TRUMAN's report# In the meantime, 
we depended upon the Progressive Party in the struggle for 
Negro rights and as a result further isolated ourselves from 
the Negro people# DAVIS stated that he was partly responsible 
for some of these errors; however, persons such.as HENRY 
WINSTON and others opposed this policy and they proved to 
be more correct that he was# 

At this point in his report-, DAVTS stated that 
there is a need for a theoretical document which would deal 
with the matter of Self-Determination in the Black Belt. 
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He stated "however that he would not anticipate this docu¬ 
ment hut he thought that when this document is being written 
it will be necessary to take into consideration the con¬ 
crete conditions which exist in the United States 0 

On this matter, DAVIS went into a discussion 
of JOSEPH STALIN’s contributions to clarify the national 
question and the Negro question,, He stated further that 
the.Communist Party, USA, utilized some of STALIN*s dog¬ 
matism in this regard and added some of its own dogmatism 
to the analysis of the national question and as a result 
some mistakes were made 0 It is necessary however to give 
due regard to the complexity of this matter. He said that 
he was referring to the different aspects of the Negro 
question in the North and in the South, He said that the 
Party must also give credit to the comrades who fought 
sectarianism, 

DAVIS said that the Party needs to create an. 
atmosphere in which Party members can state their views and 
make a turn in their philosophy without being attacked. 

It is therefore necessary to agree against using left- ' 
sectarianism as a cliche. The main line of the Party, the 
line which directs its force against left-sectarianism, 
will help to root us in the mainstream and will necessarily 
help to root us among the main masses of the Negro people. 

White Chauvinism 

Next, DAVIS discussed the question of white 
chauvinism. He stated he was not certain that the term 
’’white chauvinism” should be used any longer and that per¬ 
haps consideration should be given to finding a new term 0 
He said that in 191+9 the Communist Party fell into left 
excesses with regard to white chauvinism. A lot of harm 
was done to the Party because of way in which the Party 
fought against white chauvinism at that time. On the 
other hand, the Party must not abandon the fight against 
white chauvinism and while we are fighting white chauvinism 
we must preserve Negro-white unity. 
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DAVIS stated that after the 1949 drive against 
white chauvinism the Party created a sort of vacuum# There¬ 
fore there are no excesses at this time,on this matter# 
However, we should not substitute Negro nationalism for 
white chauvinism as the main danger to the Party# He 
emphasized that white chauvinism is still the main danger# 

It is the ideology of the bourgeoisie and is alien to the 
Communist ideology# In 1945 we separated the fight against 
white chauvinism from the campaign or struggle for civil 
rights# We concentrated on the white comrades in the Party. 
While we did have some white chauvinism in the Party it 
is different from the chauvinism we find among the people 
in general. We need to battle white.chauvinism ideologically, 
not merely administratively, in the Party# In concluding 
his remarks on this topic, DAVIS stated that we should not 
postpone the struggle against white chauvinism until a 
special campaign is organized# 

Then DAVIS briefly talked about the lack of Negro 
women cadres and stated that the few Negro women who are in 
the Party do not occupy important posts. He further stated 
that the Negro Commissions of the Communist Party, USA, are 
not to be a buffer between Negro and white comrades but Should 
play their proper role in the Communist Party organization# 

Correction of Errors 


On the correction of errors, DAVIS stated that 
it is necessary for the white comrades to give considerably 
more help# He stated that we need to improve the cadre 
situation in all districts# There are not enough Negroes 
in leadership# We also need to improve our ideological 
struggle against white chauvinism# In this way we will 
correct the situation and show the need for more cadres. 

We have to improve the relationship between white and Negro 
comrades. Passivity in the struggle for Negro rights feeds 
bourgeoisie nationalism# 

DAVIS stated that some people slander the Com¬ 
munist Party. They charge us with use of the Negro cadres 


- 12 - 


•# •• 


DIRECTOR, FBI Re: COMMUNIST PARTY - USA 

ORGANIZATION 


for foreign aims. He said that this is all -wrong and 
that while we have made some zigs and zags in our policy 
these relate back to the time of EARL BROWDER. He again 
urged that the white comrades use their initiative in 
the fight against white chauvinism. He stated,that the 
Negro people still have a friendly attitude toward the 
Communist Party but that they are not willing to abandon 
their mass organizations either for the Communist Party or 
for some organizations established by the Communist Party 0 
He stated that the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People is preparing to tackle the interracial 
marriage laws in the 29 states which still ban interracial 
marriages. 


DAVIS stated that the Communist Party should not 
idolize the Negro comrades who overestimate Negro reformism. 

He said that the Communist Party must establish a base among 
the working class of the Negroes but at the same time it 
must align itself with all classes of the Negro people. 

^In conclusion, he stated that the liberation struggle 
in the United States was inspired by the Bandung Conference; 
however, the struggle in this country will not necessarily 
take.the same form as the anti-colonial struggles in other 
continents. Just before he concluded, DAVIS praised WILLIAM 
Z. POSTER for his contribution in the struggle for Negro 
rights. 

Remarks of WILLIAM Z. FOSTER 

CG 582i}.”S-5c- advised that at the conclusion of the 
report of BEN DAVIS, a few remarks were made by WILLIAM 
Z. POSTER. 

POSTER stated that he wanted to make a few state¬ 
ments about self-determination. He said that during the 
cold war the Communist Party committed two deviations. One 
of these he called the HARRY HAYWOOD deviation and the other 
he called excesses on white chauvinism. He stated that the 
latter was- the most fantastic deviation. According to 
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FOSTER, the mistake made by the Communist Party was the 
failure to grasp the meaning of the slogan "Self-Determination." 
With regard to Self-Determination, he said that the Communist 
Party committed a sectarian error by accepting the STALIN 
concept of a nation too rigidly and too dogmatically. He 
also stated that the advance of the Negroes to nationhood' 
is not in a straight line. He stated that some nations can 
develop to nationhood and may still be absorbed by other 
nations or that some force may interfere with their develop¬ 
ment. He cited Ireland as an example of this. 

According to FOSTER, the South is a nation. The 
North is integrated. He stated' that the north of Scotland 
has been absorbed into Great Britain even though there are 
tendencies to nationhood in Scotland. He said that it is 
possible that the Negro people in the United States may go 
through a similar stunted development. The Negro people may 
also go through an evolution such as the Indian tribes have 
gone through. We must not however abandon the national 
concept of the Negro people. At the same time the slogan 
of Self-Determination is not good for the United States. 

Remarks of CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 

Informant advised that CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT followed 
WILLIAM Z. FOSTER in the discussion period. 

LIGHTFOOT was of the opinion that the BEN DAVIS 
report was'very good and that it will help the Communist 
Party program on the Negro question. LIGHTFOOT stated that 
at one time the Communist Party used a considerable amount 
of initiative in the struggle for Negro rights. Meetings 
dealing with’Negro rights were called in the name of the 
Party. Later, under changed conditions, the Party could no 
longer call such meetings. It was at this time that the Party 
began to substitute left organizations for the mass organiza¬ 
tions of the Negro people. -He then asked how the Party could 
attract Negro' people to its banner. He said that the Party 
is influential in the NAAGP but that the Party does not 
reflect its own strength under its own banner in the mass 
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organizations of the Negro people,, He said that perhaps 
the Party will have to raise a slogan of Socialism as the 
way to attract the Negro people. He went on to say that 
he had some misgivings in 19l{-6 about the slogan of Self- 
Determination in the Black Beltj however, after GIL GREEN 
was slapped down because he questioned the advisability of 
utilizing the slogan of Self-Determination in the Black 
Belt, LIGHTFOOT did not voice his opinion. He stated that 
he agrees that at the present time the Party should abandon 
the slogan of Self-Determination in the Black Belt. 

Remarks of ED STRONG 


LIGHTFOOT was followed in the discussion by ED 

STRONG. 


STRONG stated that the Party needs a new program 
on the Negro question. He said that the problem is how 
to involve^the Negro people in the Communist Party and how to use 
possibilities to bring into the ranks of the Communist 
Party Marxists who will not join the Communist Party at this 
time. He stated that in his travels he has had contact with 
very influential Negroes who are active in the NAACP, in 
churches, in the Democratic Party and in other organizations. 

He stated that many of these people think like Marxists, 
some of them say they are Marxists, most of them are doing 
good work, but none of them will join the Communist Party. 

STRONG stated that perhaps if the Party formed another 
organization persons similar to those he mentioned would be 
willing to join such an organization. 

Remarks of CARL WINTER 

CARL WINTER took the floor next and talked about 
the need for a careful scientific analysis before the Party 
drops the slogan of Self-Determination in the Black Belt. 

Then he pointed out that the report of BEN DAVIS did not 
deal sufficiently with' the Negro-labor alliance. He stated 
that recently some Negroes have been defeated for office 
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in elections in a number of union locals in the automobile 
industry,. He sees a widening split between the Negroes 
and the general labor movement in the automobile industry* 

He also foresees a growing split between the Negroes and 
the Democratic Party in the State of Michigan. He said 
that somehow or other the Communist Party must put a stop 
to these splits by finding the causes of them and correcting 
them. 


Remarks of 


' | followed CARL WINTER in the dis¬ 
cussion. | stated that he was in substantial agree¬ 

ment with BEN DAVIS but at the same time said that he thought 
that the report of BEN DAVIS was too balanced. He stated 
that DAVIS countered every issue of left-sectarianism with 
a right deviation and that on the whole DAVIS seemed to 
emphasize the right dange r whereas the right danger is not the 
real danger to the party. I I also denied that white 

chauvinism is the main danger to the Party. He said that 
the Negro people who join the ranks of the Communist Party 
bring in more excess baggage than the white workers.. He 
cautioned against going on a spree in the fight against 
white chauvinism inside the Communist Party as the Party 
did during the period 19 ij. 9 - 53 o 


_ CG j?82l4.- S commented that on the whole the remarks 

of I were in disagreement with nearly every 

proposition contained in the report of BEN DAVIS. 



followed 


and said that 


if left-sectarianism has been the main characteristic of 


our work in recent years in all categories, then^ it is 
certainly true that it has also characterized the field of 
Negro work. He said however that white chauvinism is not 


the main danger to the Communist Party nor was it the main 
danger to the Party in the past. 
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Remarks of WILLIAM SCHNEIDERMAN 

SCHNEIDERMAN stated that he believes that 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT did not have the correct answer when 
he said that the Communist Party will be able to win the 
Negro people by holding forth the banner of Socialism* 

He said that the Party must find a way to play a role at 
each step of the Negro struggle and he doubts that the 
slogan of Socialism will do this* SCHNEIDERMAN'cited 
some examples of how the Communist Party can play a role 
in the struggle for Negro rights* He stated that the NAACP 
leadership in Oakland, California, did not want to call 
a meeting to protest the murder of EMMETT TILL* SCHNEIDERMAN 
said that some Party people stated that since the Party was 
now going to be active in mass movements*in this case it 
might be wise for the Party to remain passive* He stated 
however that some of the Party members did use initiative 
and formed an alliance with some ministers and compelled 
the NAACP leadership to call a number of mass meetings* 

The Party members were able to participate in these mass 
meetings. SCHNEIDERMAN said that this shows that the Party 
can use initiative; however, if the Party is isolated from 
the mass movements then it will be unable to play any 
role in the struggle for Negro rights* Therefore, the main 
thing is not to become isolated from the mass movements of 
the Negro people* 

He also emphasized that the main danger to the 
Party is sectarianism in all fields of Party activity. He 1 
said that if we guard against sectarianism we will auto¬ 
matically be waging a fight against white chauvinism. We 
should also fight the excesses on white chauvinism, since 
they will interfere with our progress in the fight to end 
the isolation of the Party. 

In conclusion, however, SCHNEIDERMAN stressed the 
need for sensitivity in regard to the complaints of the 
white comrades about white chauvinism* 
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Remarks of 


_ | spoke next. She stated that she 

agreed with the main line as it was contained in the report 
of BEN DAVISo She stated however that the report should 
have embraced a longer period of time because there were 
breakthroughs and roots were established in the mainstream 
in the Negro community by the Communist Party. She also 
emphasized that the Party needs to treat white chauvinism 
as an important issue. 

Remarks of _ 

|_| spoke and said that the Party needs an 

ideological struggle on white chauvinism but at the same 
time we should guard against excesses. He then spoke about 
the Negro-labor alliance. He said that labor has made 
significant and serious advances on the Negro question. As 
an example he stated that the majority of locals in the 
United States have taken some action with regard to the 
murder of EMMETT TILL and with regard to the bus boycott in 
Montgomery, Alabama. On the other hand, there are some 
negative factors in the trade union movement. In quite a 
few locals, Negro leaders have lost union elections in 
recent months. He then mentioned the struggle in Local 600 
which is the UAW local at the Ford Plant in Detroit 0 He 
said there has been a fight in Local 600 between the FEPC 
Committee and the leadership of this local. He said that it 
is necessary for the Party to examine this situation and that 
he thinks that BEN D4VIS should have given more attention 
to the question of the Negro-labor alliance. He stated that 
he realized that BEN DAVIS had some written material on 
the Negro-labor alliance and he thought that DAVIS should 
not have skipped this material in his oral report; 

Remarks of MAX WEISS 


I_| was followed by MAX WEISS. WEISS stated 

that he was in complete agreement with most of the report 
of BEN DAVISo He also stated that it was regrettable 
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that DAVIS left out that section of his report dealing 
with the Negm-labor alliance. He alsn stated that he 
thought that DAVIS should have dealt in some detail with 
the slogan of Self-Determination. In fact, he stated that 
he thought that the'persons who helped DAVIS to prepare his 
report should have been.prepared to deal with the slogan 
of Self-Determination at'this National Committee meeting. 

WEISS stated that in his opinion the Communist Party should 
abandon the slogan of Self-Determination. He said that 
this slogan was never correct and that Self-Determination 
is hot the same as integration, as CARL WINTER would have 
us believe. He said that the slogan of Self-Determination 
is in collision with the desires of the Negro people. The 
Party arrived at the slogan of Self-Determination in the 
Black Belt without an objective examination of the situation 
in^the South. We utilized this slogan as a result of a 
mere analogy with other people*s struggles for liberation 
in other countries. He stated that the fight for equal 
rights can be compared to a national movement. In conclusion, 
WEISS state®, that with regard to white chauvinism that he 
thinks that the Party should carry on a struggle against 
white chauvinism but it should not be placed as the main 
danger inside of the Communist Party 0 


Remarks of 


] 


be 

b7C 


WEISS was followed by 


who also stated 


that he 'advised that the Party should abandon the term white 
chauvinism''qnd find a substitute for it. He stated however 
that he does s not know whether or not white supremacy would 
be a better tek to use. He also stated that we should 
get a simpler deri^iition of white chauvinism. He said we 
should not call evesiy mistake or every misuse of any word 
white chauvinism. He' also stated that he agreed with the 
main line of the report\of BEN DAVIS but that he b elieves 
that DAVIS* report was w&ak in the programatic perspectives. 
He stated that we need to ^ive more attention to program 
and in this way we will overcome some of our sectarianism. 
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Remarks of LOU BURNHAM 

LOU BURNHAM was the next speaker in the discussion 
and he also agreed with the substance of the report of BEN 
DAVIS. BURNHAM said he thought that DAVIS had correctly 
placed the problem of white chauvinism* He described it as 
the greatest threat to the Negro liberation movement. He 
stated that white chauvinism as dramatized by the Dixiecrats 
and the Citizens White Circle Leagues is a serious danger 
to the struggle for Negro civil rights* He stated he wanted 
to go on r ecord as being i n sharp disagreement with the 
remarks of | | who stated that Negro nationalism ? 

is the main danger to the Communist Party. He also stated 
that he cannot accept the idea that Negro workers who enter 
the ranks of the Communist Party retain more ideological 
baggage, alien to Marxism, such as nationalism, than do the 
the white workers who enter the ranks of the Party. 

Remarks of EUGENE DENNIS 

Informant advised that EUGENE DENNIS was the next 
speaker in the discussion period and he also agreed with the 
main approach or the substance of the report of BEN DAVIS. 

DENNIS also stated that he thought that DAVIS should have 
said more about the Negro-labor alliance. He also stated 
that DAVIS should not have left out of his report the election 
problems faced by the Communist Party and the Negro people. 
According to DAVIS, the party needs to emphasize that the 
pivotal point in both the North and in the South is the 
struggle against the Dixiecrats and the fight for civil 
rights. He stated that this is significant and should be 
borne in mind in order to move the masses of the people. 

He' stated that the fight against the Dixiecrats and the 

fight for civil rights will not end with the November elections. 

DENNIS also stated that the Party needs an overall 
estimate of the Negro-labor alliance. He said that despite 
the unevenness there are big developments on civil rights 
and there are big developments in the Democratic Party. 

Labor is influencing the developments in the Democratic Party. 
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There are also some big developments in Negro representa¬ 
tion in some states* The Party is playing a role in the 
fight for Negro representation in the state legislatures 
and in Congress* It is not enough however only to point 
out the positive things, for there have been setbacks in 
regard to the Negro question in some union locals, par¬ 
ticularly in the auto industry*- There is also a growth 
of unemployment in the auto industry* This creates a 
danger and unemployment may cause a rift between the white 
and Negro workers. 

Next, DENNIS stated that the Party needs to 
develop a more sustained, ideological campaign to move 
the Party and others into the struggle for Negro rights. 

He stated that if there have been excesses on white chauvin¬ 
ism^ in the past that lately there has been no struggle 
against white chauvinism* It is therefore necessary, in 
his opinion, that we sharpen our ideological struggle 
against white chauvinism* With regard to Self-Determination, 
he stated that he shared the same opinion as MAX WEISS in 
Negro question remains a national question. 

Remarks of I I ,, 


Next I I spoke. He said that the 

question of white chauvinism has not been tackled by our 
movement. We have not'-e-xamined the origin of the excesses* 
There was., some specific basis, for our last fight against 
white chauvinism. This was ' delated to the Korean War 
and the outlook of our Party. We'-wanted a purification of 
our Party. We were getting ready to"g-o undergrouhd and 
thought that we would be able to raise thevstandards of 
Party membership. Any manifestation of white chauvinism 
or what was considered to be white chauvinism was hit hard. 
He said that the white comrades in the Party should have 
lead the fight against white chauvinism but that they did 
not do so. 


He said that the article of WILLIAM ZVPOSTER 
on the Negro question which appeared in 19^3 was ufrtimely. 
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He said it should have been written in 19J+9 or 19f>0. When 
FOSTER wrote this article against excesses it was too late. 
The situation was already different. He said that there 
• is a war of formulation going on as to whether or not white 
chauvinism is the main danger,. He thought instead of having 
a war of formulation there should be a concrete discussion 
on white chauvinisnu . White chauvinism is not merely an 
ideological struggle inside the Communist Party. It is a 
mass struggle which needs to be carried on both inside and 
outside the Communist movement. 

Remarks of EARL DURHAM 


EARL DURHAM then spoke briefly and agreed with 
the main line of the report of BEN DAVIS. DURHAM stated 
that the Party needs to have a more scientific 
estimate of the South, Instead of discussing the South in 
the general manner we should make concrete changes in our 
methods of work in the South. He also stated that there has 
been a lessening in the struggle against white chauvinism 
in the Party. He charged that there is passivity on the,.matter of 
white chauvinism in the Party. 

Remarks of JOHN GATES 


GATES stated that the report of BEN DAVIS represents 
progress but it is limited to the description of the Negro 
people's struggle. He said that the white side of the 
struggle fca? civil rights has not yet been discussed. He. 
thinks a leading white comrade should also make a report 
or for that matter should have been prepared to make a report 
at this meeting. On the slogan of Self-Determination^ he 
agreed with the viewpoint of both EUGENE DENNIS and MAX WEISS. 
He said that this slogan has always been wrong in the United 
States. It was based on a slogan worked out by the Executive 
Committee of the Communist International in 1928. It might 
have been good for other countries under different conditions 
but it has never been good in the United States. He suggested 
that BEN DAVIS delete from his report such phrases as the 
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"young Negro nation" inasmuch as the Negro people were 
never a nation in the United States. Perhaps they were an 
embryonic nation which was never born, but they are not 
a nation,either young or old. A nation needs national 
consciousness and he said that he never heard the word 
"nation" come from the mouth of a Negro, except from Negroes 
who are members of the Communist Party. The Negro people, 
according to GATES, are an oppressed national minority. 

They are striving for equality under a double oppression. 

They want equal American citizenship. 

Concerning passivity and right opportunism, he 
suggested that before we charge passivity and rigjit oppor¬ 
tunism, that we should examine this matter and draw some 
conclusions before making these accusations. He said that 
he agreed with the formulation of EUGENE DENNIS on white 
chauvinism. He also stated that the Party needs to fight 
for Negro-white unity, both inside and outside the Communist 
Party. 

Concluding remarks of 
BEN DAVIS _ 

For his concluding remarks, DAVIS apologized 
for having read his report too rapidly. He said that the 
discussion should improve his report and that the discussion 
shows that everyone is in agreement with the main line of 
his report which stressed that left-sectarianism has been 
the main error and also stressed the need for an emphasis 
on the struggle in the Souths, He said that the differences 
' 45 fhich came up during the discussion centered chiefly around 
' 3 ^the question of white chauvinism. He believes that the dis¬ 
cu ssion should hel p to clarify this matter, but the approach 
of I will not help. DAVIS stated that the 

remarks of I I were exactly w hat he w as polemizing against 

in his report. DAVIS stated that | p s approach is too 

negative. We need an 'ideological struggle in the Party in 
order to strengthen our mass work. As long as the Party is 
weighed down with chauvinism it will not be able to carry 
on this mass struggle. In some places there is friction 
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between Negro and white comrades and this friction also 
exists between Negro and white masses« 

Motions 


Informant advised that a motion was made and 
carried to approve the main line of the report of BEN 

and make it available for discussion in the Communist 

Party. 


A motion was also made and carried that the 
programatic aspects of DAVIS’ report should be implemented* 

Comments of CG 5>82li-S# 

CG ^ 824 .—S-3S- commented that this is the beginning 
of a new discussion on the Negro question* The Party will 
emphasize work in mass Negro organizations and will con¬ 
tinue to de-emphasize work in Negro organizations of the 
Left* This was the first time that BEN DAVIS, Jr., had 
admitted that left-sectarian errors have been committed in 
the Party’s Negro work*’ CG £821|.“S'3 j- stated that the Party 
will make - an effort to correct left—sectarian errors in 
the Negro field*. It was agreed that there should be a renewed 
fight against white chauvinism or white supremacy not only 
in the Communist Party but also in mass organizations and 
in the trade unions. The emphasis however will ba on 
ideology with h'egard to white chauvinism and the Party will 
be more patient in the fight against white chauvinism in 
order to avoid the excesses and expulsions which characterized 
the fight against white chauvinism in the early 19 £ 0 ’s* 

On the basis of correct Marxism in the United 
States, the Party in the near future will abandon the slogan 
of Self-Determination in the Black Belt. While the Com¬ 
munist Party will continue to consider the Negro question a 
struggle of a national minority, it will join with the 
Negroes in their fight for equal citizenship in the United 
States. 
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The Party will also take notice that Negroes in 
■the Party are protesting because they are not adequately 
represented in leadership at all Party levels* 
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